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DA7/NIGHT RFLESCOR 



FULL COLOUR 
HD DA 7 MODE 



5-18X 

E-ZOOM 



THE ATN X-SIGHT IS THE WORLDS FIRST 
TRUE DAX/NKJHT VISION RFLESCOPE. 



BLACK a WHITE TRADITIONAL GREEN 
NIGHT MODI: NIGHT MODE 



POWERED 13/ THE REVOLUTIONARY NEW ATN OBSIDIAN 
CORE, WHICH RUNS A SUITE OF SENSORS TO COVER 
ALL /OUR NEEDS IN THE FIELD, AND A 5-' 18XJ/ARIABLE 
MAGNIFICATION FOR CLOSE THROUGH TO LONG RANG! 
VERMIN CONTROL DA/ OR NIGHT. 



FULL HD COLOUR VIEWING 13/ DA/ AND IN BLACK AND 
WHITE OR TRADITIONAL NIGHT VISION GREEN AT NIGHT 
OR IN LOW LIGHT SCENARIOS. 



IDEAL FOR PEST AND VERMIN CONTROL ON 
PRECHARGED RIFLES THROUGH TO CENTREFIRE 



• HD 1080P ATN L130 DA//NIGHT VISION SENSOR 
. BUILT IN HD VIDEO RECORDING WITH SOUND 
. WIFI FOR REMOTE VIEWING ON SMARTPHONE 
. PERFECT CLARIT/ DA/ OR NIGHT 
. GPS, GEOTAG, E-ZOOM, COMPASS, WIFI 










A s I write, I’m fresh in from a 
test session with the new ATN 
X-Sight. It’s 4.30 a.m., and I’m 
sitting in my office reflecting on 
just how far we’ve come in terms 
of airgun hardware. That journey, 
and more impressively, its current 
destination, is truly staggering, and 
I feel privileged to have been along 
for most of the ride. 

Things began to change, for me 
and the sport of airgun shooting 
itself, when Weihrauch brought 
out its Rekord two-stage, 
adjustable trigger unit. This was, 
and remains, a ‘proper’ trigger 
mechanism, and the fact that 
airguns were deemed worthy of 
such a device caused a seismic 
shift in our sport, and in our 
expectations. 

No longer would we have to 
make do with inferior triggers. We 
had a choice, even if it did take 
most of us quite a while to fully 
appreciate the importance of that 
choice and what it could do for 
our shooting. Once that particular 
bar was raised with the Weihrauch 
HW35 in the 1950s, others 
eventually followed, and by the 
late 1970s, there was sufficient 
interest in airgunning to support 



the launch of a dedicated 
magazine, which you’re reading 
now. 

SHOWCASE AND 
PLATFORM 

Airgun World gathered the news, 
products, techniques, expertise 
and enthusiasm of a formally 
disparate bunch of hobbyist 
shooters, and created a showcase 
for the sport. Things were never 
the same after that, as the 
air-powered arms race began, and 
I’m pleased to say it has continued 
at a head-spinning pace ever 
since. 

My head is still spinning, 
actually, and this new X-Sight has 
kept it rotating at quite a lick. I’m 
only halfway through the features 
and functions of this device, so 
the whirl isn’t about to stop any 
day day soon. 

A GOOD TIME TO BE US 

Yes, there are challenges to face 
in 2015 and no doubt beyond, 
especially for Scottish airgunners, 
but we’re in better shape than 
ever to do so. We have recognised 
organisations behind us these 
days, and they provide 



representation at every level. As 
individuals, our job is to make 
sure we’re a credit to our sport, 
and to spread the airgunning word 
as positively and productively as 
we can. We can do the latter by 
introducing friends to airgun 
shooting, or simply by being 
considerate and not creating 
enemies. 

I’ve met thousands of 
airgunners over the years and the 
vast majority of them have been 
caring, decent people who would 
help others and do their bit when 
required. Let’s use this brand New 
Year to show the world that our 
sport is a fully legitimate one, 
populated by worthy folk who 
respect others and deserve 
respect in return. 

Have a great 2015, everyone, 
and may our heads keep spinning 
at the wonder of it all for many 
years to come. 
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Now availal 



We are pleased to announce that we are offering 12 Months Interest Free Finance on 
al orders over fSOO Apply and sign online to get an instant decision in just a few minutes 
with no paperwork whatsoever 



NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

Order before 2.30pm Monday to Friday & 
get your order NEXT DAY (Sat extra). 



PRICE MATCH 

Find it cheaper at our competitors & 
we will endeavour to PRICE MATCH 



VISIT OUR WEBSITE & REGISTER NOW! 



To receive exclusive offers & promotional emails every week.. .www.uttings.co.uk 



Af.C VMX Ar.C Cobalt 

Rifle Scopes Redi-Mount Rifle Scopes 






RRP 


NOW 


4x32 


£37.99 


£29.99 


3-9x40 


£45.99 


£34.99 



4x40 

3-9x40 

3- 9x50 IR 

4- 16x50 A0 IR 
6-24x50 AO IR 
2x20 Pistol Scope 





ir< 

opt 





ViperConnect 

Amazingly wide field of view., 
almost double at lOx compared to a 
normal scope. 



Mainba /Mambalite 



genesis 

MTCs HIGHEST-PERFORMING 
RIFLE SCOPE EVER! 



Mamba 1-4x24 IR 
Mamba 1.5-6x42 RIR 
Mamba 3-1 2x44 RIR 
Mamba 4-6x50 RIR 
Mamba Lite 3-12x44 
Mambalite 4-16x44 



10x44 IR £ 154.99 

3- 12x44 IR £ 224.99 

4- 16x50 IR £ 244.99 

6-24x56 IR £ 269.99 

8-32x60 IR £ 299.99 



4-16x50 IR 
6-24x56 IR 



5-20x50 -Black 
5-20x50 -Silver 



3-12x32 
3-12x24 SL 







3-9x40 • With Mounts 
3-9x50 • With Mounts 
4x32 - With Mounts 
3-9x40 A0 

3- 9x40 IR 

4- 1 2x44 AO 
6-24x50 AO 




ONLY 

2.5-10x50 IR £120 £89.99 

3-12x56 IR £120 £89.99 

1-4x24 IR £110 £79.99 




RRP ONLY 
6-24x56 AO £110 £89.99 

6-24x56 IRSP £130 £99.99 

6-24x56 SWF 30 £180 £139.99 




BlMma 



l^sma 

SPORT HD IF 



RRP NOW 
£37.95 £29.99 
£44.95 £38.99 
£49.95 £43.99 
£59.95 £53.99 
£49.95 £43.99 
£54.95 £49.99 
£59.95 £49.99 
£59.95 £53.99 



4x32 

4x40 

27x32 

2- 7x32 AO 

3- 9x40 
3-9x40 AO 
3-9x50 
3-9x50 AO 



2-7x32 IR 

2- 7x32 AO IR 

3- 9x40 IR From 

3-9x40 AO IR 
3-9x50 IR 

3- 9x50 AO IR 

4- 12x40 IR 
4-12x50 IR 
4-12x50 AO IR 




RRP 

3- 9x40 AO £79.95 

4- 12x40 AO £89.95 

3- 9x50 AO £89.95 

4- 12x50 AO £99.95 



NOW 

£71.99 2.5-10x44 

£79.99 3-12x44 

£79.99 4-16x44 

£89.99 6-24x44 



RRP NOW 
£139.95 £119.99 
£149.95 £129.99 
£164.95 £139.99 
£174.95 £149.99 




3-9x40 IR 

3- 9x50 IR 

4- 12x40 IR 
4-12x50 IR 
3-9x40 IR AO 

3- 9x50 IR AO 

4- 12x40 IR AO 
4-12x50 IR AO 



RRP NOW 
£139.95 £119.99 
£149.95 £129.99 
£149.95 £129.99 
£1 59.95 £139.99 
£134.95 £121.99 
£149.95 £134.99 
£164.95 £144.99 
£169.95 £154.99 





PROSTAFF TARGET 
EFR 3-9x40 AO 

Designed for both close and distant 
precision shooting. Ideal for airguns! 
FOP THOSE WHO 
LIVE TO HUNT 
RRP £199.99 £174.99 



^ Nikko^tirling 







RRP NOW 



4x32 £49.99 £19.99 

4x40 £53.99 £21.99 

6x40 £57.99 £24.99 

3- 9x40 £65.49 £29.99 

4- 12x40 £72.99 £31.99 

4-12x50 £80.99 £34.99 




kko^tirftng. 



4x32 AO 
4x40 AO 
6x40 AO 
3-9x40 AO 

3- 9x50 AO 

4- 1 2x50 AO 
4x32 A0 IR 
3-9x40 AO IR 

3- 9x50 AO IR 

4- 12x50AO IR 



RRP 

£59.99 

£65.99 

£65.99 

£71.99 

£77.99 

£83.99 

£74.99 

£86.99 

£92.99 

£98.99 



£29.99 

£31.99 

£33.99 

£36.99 

£39.99 

£45.99 

£39.99 

£48.99 

£52.99 

£56.99 
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^Tkko Stirling. 
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lARGeTMWEZ' 

25mm Series 



RRP NOW 

1.25-5x20 £134.49 £114.99 

2.5-10x42 £153.99 £129.99 

4- 16x44 £182.49 £154.99 

5- 20x50 £201.99 £174.99 

6.24x50 £211.49 £179.99 



f|o NikkoS'tirliug- 

TARGewfisiefr 

30mm Series 



RRP NOW 

4- 16x44 IR £244.99 £209.99 

5- 20x50 IR £262.99 £224.99 

6- 24x56 IR £280.99 £244.99 



^ Nikko Stirling. 

DIAMOND SPORTSMAN 



RRP NOW 

10-50x60 Mil Dot £807.99 £699.99 
10-50x60 NatoRF £807.99 £699.99 
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WALKING BOOTS 



The next step in extreme wet weather 
protection. Made with full grain wax 
leather with a Hydroguard membrane and 
thmsulate liner. 





Pintail Smock Pintail Trousers 

Teak /Olive Teak /Olive 

RRP £99.99 £79.99 SRP £109.99 £89.99 



Monsoon Elite Smock 

RRP £199 99 £ 169.99 ■■ 




Made with lightweight t highly breathable 
fabric The ultimate in comfort & protection. 



RRP NOW 

Recoil jacket £209.99 £179.99 

Recoil Trousers £134.99 £99.99 




&0CKY 

OUTDOOR 800TS IliiUinil 




You'll enjoy the outdoors 
even more... in these Rocky 
Sport Utility PRO boots. 



Sport Utility 8* WP Leather 

RRP £139 99 £99 ■ 
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PROHUNTER SERIES 






Pro Hunter Pro Hunter 

Balaclava Convertible Balaclava 

Realtree AP Reaitree Xtra / Mofaui 

RRP £21 NOW £16 RRP £29.99 NOW £20 



&R0CKY 

PROHUNTER SERIES ILU’iiiUl'j 




RRP NOW 

Insulated Parka £89.99 £65 

Insulated Bib £89.99 £65 




&R0CKY 

PROHUNTER SERIES 



RRP NOW 

Reversible Fleece Jacket £149.99 £110 
Insulated Bib £89.99 £65 




A coat & reversible vest in one 1 Buy one piece t 
you can wear it in mMple weather conditions 
simply by adring or removing the sleeves 

Pro Hunter Convertible Outdoor 

Parka and Reversible Vest 

RRP £229 99 £165 HA 



&I0CKY 




Rainwear Jacket £119.99 £89 

Rainwear Trousers £109.99 £79 




RRP NOW 

Parka £169.99 £119 

Bib £169.99 £119 

Bomber Hat £39.99 £29 

Hand Warmer £39.99 £29 























BLL BT SPECIAL INTBODUCTQBY PRICES 

BACK IN THE UK... 



SOLE UK DISTRIBUTOR 



A\ AIR ARMS 

PELLETS 



A\ AIR ARMS 

SPECIALIST PELLETS 



n: :im ■M.m.i^ nTringT^^ rum ~;i»ii in iihiTTy irrr T^^rHTWi^ irnrnT^ rrrir^^ 



(I) BISLEY 





DIABOLO FIELD (SOO Pellets) 

.177 1 Tin £8.49 

.177 5 Tins £41 

.177 10 Tins £80 

.22 1 Tin £11.49 

.22 5 Tins £S6 

.22 10 Tins £110 

DIABOLO HUNTER (SOO Pellets) 

.22 ITin £11.49 

.22 5 Tins £56 

.22 10 fins £110 



Firebird 

>4/ EXPLODING TARGETS 



DIABOLO EXPRESS (SOO Pellets) 

.177 ITin £10.99 

.177 5 Tins £53 

.177 lOTins £104 

DIABOLO MATCH (SOO Pellets) 

.177 1 Tin £8.99 

.177 5 fins £42 

DIABOLO FIELD PLUS HEAVY (2S0 Pellets) 
177 1 Tin £7.49 

.177 5 Tins £36 

.177 10 fins £70 



GAMOV^ GAMOV5 

TARGETS TARGETS 




i 

Air Flash Reactive Targets £9.99 




Interchangeable Field Target System 
tndudes 4 * Sutecye-tfrngs ■ increase the 
level of dihculry as your sJbffs improve 

Interchangeable System 

Squirrel Knockover Target £21 .99 



la 

Air Flash Quiet Targets £9.99 6 Interchangeable Atwnal SBhouettes £16.99 



Keep you skUs in shape with this Great all- 
steel target! Hi the plates on ether side at 
the center plate and they will be held in place 
out ot view blithe center plate is hit which 
\MH reset the five plates 

Bullet Trap Rocker Target 

£24.99 
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Cal. QtyPerTin 


Baracuda Match 


177500 £9.49 


Baracuda Match 


.22 200 £4.99 


Baracuda Power 


.177 200 £3.99 


Baracuda Power 


.22 200 £5.79 


Baracuda Hunter 


.177 200 £4.29 


Baracuda Hunter 


22 200 £5.99 


Baracuda Hunter 


.177 400 £9.49 


Baracuda Hunter Extreme 


.177 400 £9.49 


Baracuda Hunter Extreme 


.22 200 £6.99 


Baracuda Hunter Extreme 


25 200 £7.49 


Baracuda Green 


177 200 £6.49 


Baracuda Green 


22 200 £12.99 


Baracuda Magnum 


.177 200 £8.99 



Gr8fun 

TARGETS 





jombie Swinging Target £16.99 




FlipTarget Cadet Shot ISO lor Pistols £24.99 
Flip Target Max Shot 250 - Ibr . 1 77 £26.99 

Hip Target Max Shot 300 far 22 £26.99 

Flip Target Max Shot 340- far JS £27.99 



Rabbit Target Rat Target 

£31.99 £31.99 




Tall Tripod £11499 

Tall Bipod £89.99 

Tall Monopod £59.99 

2 Paint Gun Rest Trigger Stick Attachment £43.99 



Featuring 5 knives including 
Sharpener, Sheath and Knife Roll. 



RRP £49.99 NOW ONLY £24.99 



LED's do not turn our or fal ike conventional 
torch bulbs and are far less vulnerable to 
impact damage. 

RRP NOW 

SE 800 Kit £109.95 £69.99 

SE 500 Kit £89.95 £59.99 



KIT INCLUDES: 

Mini Pro,12v3ASLA Battery. Canvas Belt 
Mounted Case, Mains Charger, Vehicle 
Chargee Snapon 25mm Mount. Handle, 
Mixed Filter Selection 

RRP £99.95 ONLY £79.99 



The Stingray gin fighr uses a h&i performance 
LED, pottered by state of the art electronic 
cimrtry. the result is a variable power 
optimised beam controled by die user. 

RRP £199.95 ONLY £189.99 



A coloured LED lamp with all the benefils of 
high powered LEDs but fitted with a red or 
green beam, meaning no loss of light 
performance. 

£89.99 



Includes remote switch, 2Smm and 30mm 
scope mounts, rechargeable battery, battery 
charger, standard body base switch, velcro 
fasteners, 4 colour filters and carry pouch. 

Maximum luminance 25S lumens 

LumenMax 225 Hunting Lamp Kit 
RRP £119 £69.99 
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POINTS OF YOU 



THE AIRGUN WORLD FORUM FOR YOUR RANTS, RAVES AND 




WE WANT GEORGE! 



What has happened to George Stevens? He is 
by far my favourite Airgun World contributor 
and each month I look forward to his plain- 
speak opinions and practical advice, only to 
see yet another month go by without him. 
Please tell me George hasn’t gone for good, 
because I truly believe that our magazine 
would be the poorer without him. 

TONY WELLING 



WE WANT GEORGE! 2 

Terry, as you may recall, I emailed you a few 
months back on the subject of George Stevens 
making his comeback in the pages of Airgun 
World. Then, you assured me that George was 
on his way back, yet there is still no sign of 
him. What’s going on? Has he gone for good, 
because if that’s the case, I think you’ve made 
a big mistake. 

George Stevens, and I spoke at length to him at 
a game fair, so this isn’t just from reading his 
articles, is a thoroughly down-to-earth person 
who loves his hunting and knows how to do it 
well after a lifetime spent in the countryside. 

He has an easy style of writing that makes his 
articles simply fly by, and I always find myself 
nodding my head in agreement with his 
opinions and advice. 

I’m not telling you how to run your magazine, 
Terry, but, if it’s at all possible, please get 
George back as soon as you can, because his 
type of advice and opinion is a huge part of 
why I, and I’m sure many others, read Airgun 
World. I truly enjoy the magazine, but I’d enjoy 
it more if George was back. 

FRANK SIMMERTON 

Well, that's me told and no mistake! The plain 



Q&As 



fact Is, gentlemen, no one values George's 
contribution more than I do, and as soon as his 
schedule allows, he'll be straight back where 
he belongs. Recently, he's been flat-out with 
work and family commitments, but things are 
levelling out now and we're hopeful of a return 
any Issue now. Watch this space, guys! - Ed 

IS IT ALL WHITE? 

Great magazine, Terry, especially Jim Tyler’s 
technical features, your technique series, and 
Rosie Barham’s cookery lessons. I’ve been 
getting Airgun World for over 30 years now, 
and I can honestly say that it’s better now than 
it’s ever been. 

Now, can you have a look at the photo of the 
woodpigeon I sent you? I’m sorry it’s not of high 
quality but I took it on my phone. This bird 
visits my paddock every day and as you can 
see, it’s far lighter than normal. Do you think 
it’s ill, or is it just a freak? I’ve seen many a 
black rabbit and pheasant, but this is my first 
white woodie! 

Keep up the good work. 

DON IN LOW 

Don - that's the oddest woodie I've ever seen, 
mate , but It seems fit enough , so It's obviously 
feeding, and I'd say It's just a pigment 



LETTER OF THE MONTH 



WIN THE JACK PYKE HUNTERS BOOTS 



I have a simple plea which goes out to all of those hunters 
with more land than they can realistically manage. Please, 
please, please give some consideration to sharing it with 
a trusted friend. Please note, I said ‘trusted friend’, and 
not just anyone. Believe me, I know how precious hunting 
land is, and after taking three years to gain permission 
on my own patch, I fully understand why most hunters are 
reluctant to share it. But there are huge advantages to 
doing so, and that means to you as well as whoever you 
share with. 

Three months ago, I asked my landowner if I could share 
the land with a friend, and since then, between my buddy 
and I we’ve been able to offer a far better ‘service’ to 
the landowner, and because we’re keeping an eye on his 
property in a more thorough way, he’s recommended us to 
two of his associates, and we’ve just been given permission 
on another 500-plus acres. In fact, in order to maintain 



the level of service we provide, we’re now going to recruit 
another two hunters. We plan to have proper organised 
work parties, where we build some permanent hides, clear 
stalking paths, and we’ve even been given the materials to 
rebuild fences which will help deter trespassers. All in all, 
we’ll be building an airgun hunting syndicate, the members 
of which will work together to make hunting more rewarding 
and enjoyable. 

Sharing has worked out so well for us, so please give it 
some thought. 

DARREN LORD 

What a great letter, Darren, and I think what you're doing is 
fantastic. Of course great care would have to be taken when 
choosing your hunting buddies, but with the right people 
involved, you could be on to something truly special. Good 
luck and let us know how you get on, OK? - Ed 



Thanks to the generosity of the people at Jack Pyke, we’re 
able to give away a pair of the brand new Hunters boots 
every month to the reader we consider to have sent the 
best letter. That’s 120 quid’s worth of excellent footwear, 
just for letting us know what’s on your mind. You’ve got to 
like those numbers! 

So, have a think about what you want to say and get in 
touch, by email or letter. Don’t write pages of text because 
we’ll have to to be purely yours. State shoe size and 



address, and it’s great if you can include a photo, too. I 
promise we read every communication we get. 

If your letter wins, you’ll get these superb boots, which 
feature full grain leather uppers, a Vibram Trek Hunter 
rubber sole, a 100% waterproof, breathable, Hydroguard 
membrane, odour-resistant Agion antimicrobial inners and 
Th insulate liners. There’s even more to these amazing 
boots, as you’ll find out when you win a pair. Good luck! 
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Something on your mind? Send us your letters and we’ll share your views with 
the readership. Write to: Points Of You, Evolution House, 2-6 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berks. RG40 2EG. Or email terry.doe@archant.co.uk 



aberration , albeit an interesting 
one. Has anyone else seen 
anything like this. Do let us know. 
-Ed 




EATING SQUIRRELS - 
FOR ... 

I have to inform Rich Sergeant - 
January Points Of YOU - that 
squirrels do, indeed, make fine 
eating, and while I have eaten rat, 
during a hiking trip to Malaysia, 
squirrels are far superior. I can 
only think that Rich has never 
tried squirrel stew, fried squirrel, 
or best of all, squirrel meatballs, all 
of which are absolutely delicious. 
Go on, Rich, swallow your 
prejudice, and some properly- 
cooked squirrel, and you’ll soon 
see what you’re missing out on. 

TAM PHILLIPS 

... AND AGAINST 




I’m in complete agreement with 
Rich Sergeant on the subject of 
eating squirrels. First, there isn’t 
much meat on them, is there? 

Also, they’re a nightmare to skin, 
compared to a rabbit, and they do 
look too much like a rat for me to 
bother with. 

I shoot dozens of the things every 
year, and I’m pleased to do my bit 
for conservation, but actually 
eating them really is a step too far 
- and I bet there are plenty of 
hunters who feel exactly the same. 

GEORGE SERGEANT (NO 
RELATION) 



OK, George, I think I can help you 
out, here. Try this, give it an 
honest go, then come back and 
tell me if you’ve changed your 
mind. 

Instead of allowing your shot 
squirrels to go cold, when yes, 
they are a nightmare to skin, just 
prepare them as soon as you 
shoot them. All you need is a 
sharp knife and some freezer 
bags, and you can have a squirrel 
skinned, paunched and jointed in 
a few minutes. Then, treat your 
squirrel joints exactly as you would 
rabbit, and use them to cook 
something; Rosie Barham’s 
recipes in this magazine will put 
you right on that one. 

Let me know how you get on, 
OK? -Ed 



PEACE FOR PIGEONS? 

I think it’s time the Airgun World 
hunting writers put the readers 
straight on the subject of 
consideration for our quarry. I’m 
speaking specifically about 
wood pigeon, which are nowhere 
near as numerous on my shoot as 
they were in the summer. 

The last time we had severe 
weather I found several dead 
pigeons on the ground below their 
roosting trees, and I can only 
presume that they froze to death 
on their perches. 

I love my sport as much as 
anyone, but there comes a time 
when all true sportsmen should 
consider ceasing hostilities until 
conditions improve. We need to 
show that we are considerate, 



TOP GRUB’S 

Prompted by your long-term test on those Grub’s boots in the last 
issue, I went out and bought a pair. I can honestly say that these are 
the best wellington-type boots I’ve ever owned, and I’ve had most of 
them over the years. 

The soles really do grip like proper boots, and the uppers are flexible 
enough to seal in the warmth, keep out the mud, stay fully 
waterproof, and with no noisy 'flap’ as I walk. These Grub’s aren’t 
heavy, either, and I’ve walked all day in them, no problem. One 
thing I would recommend is a pair of Sealskinz socks to go with 
them, and you’ve got the best wet weather footwear money can buy. 



JOE CUDDY 




THE GREAT 

BRITISH 

2^§lSHOOTING 

SHOW 



FRI 13TH • SAT14TH • SUN 1STH FEB 201 5 



STONELEIGH PARK INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE 
NR KENILWORTH. WARWICKSHIRE. CV8 2LG 
SHOW OPENING HOURS : 8.30AM TO 4.30PM EACH DAY 
T +44 (0)1258 857700 E INFO@SHOWNEWS.CO.UK 



www.shootingshow.co.uk 



THE UK & EUROPE'S 
LARGEST 3 DAY 
AIRGUN SHOW 




SPECIAL SHOW OFFERS 
FROM THE INDUSTRY'S 
FINEST DISTRIBUTORS 



NEW FOR 2015 

DEMONSTRATION AREAS 

MEET THE INDUSTRY'S 
LEADING PROFESSIONAL'S 



ADVANCED TICKETS 
NOW ON SALE AT 



www.shootingshow.co.uk 
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POINTS OF VIEW 




responsible members of the fieldsports 
community, and that we’re in the business of 
countryside management, rather than involved 
in a wipeout program. 

DEREK SAMMS 



I’m pleased to see more in Airgun World about 
shooters with disabilities and challenges such 
as depression. It proves beyond doubt that 
those of us who struggle now and again can 
still achieve great things in our sport, and more 
importantly, enjoy it to the full. Please can we 
have more of this kind of article in Airgun 
World, I assure you they’ll be appreciated. 

GERRY MONTFORD 



This is nothing to do with airgunning, but I’d 
like to ask Airgun World readers to keep an eye 
on the elderly folk in their neighbourhood 
during the winter. Last year, a kindly person 
was concerned about my mum because 
mum’s dog was continually barking, and it 
turned out that my mum had fallen and broken 
her hip. Thanks to the kind neighbour, mum is 
fine now but it could have been much 



don't think my choices are all that relevant to 
the readership , because they're mine , for my 
reasons. However , for the record , here's my list 
of favourites. I'm sure there are others , but 
these are the ones that immediately come to 
mind: Daystate Wolverine C, Air Arms Ultimate 
Sporter, BSA RIO Ultra Carbine , Walther R8, 
FX Verminator II, Weihrauch HW100 FSB, 
Impact Airguns GSX 500, Hatsan Galatian II, 
Benjamin Woodswalker. If it's all the same to 
you, I'll email the rest as they occur to me, 
rather than inflicting more of this tedium on the 
readers. - Ed 

NO BARRIERS 



1500 pellets a week , training every day, 
sometimes twice, and competing all day on 
Sunday. That level amounted to an obsession 
and I really wouldn't recommend it. Instead, I'd 
advise you to train three or four times a week, 
shooting around 50 pellets per session, with 
perhaps a more extensive session at the 
weekend. If you can train alongside a partner, 
or at a club with like-minded shooters, so 
much the better. Above all, never, ever take 
things so seriously that you forget it's supposed 
to be fun. I’ll have a think about that feature,- it 
could be a worthwhile subject. - Ed 

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR 




FENCE-SITTING EDITOR? 

Terry, I’ve been reading Airgun World for 
almost as long as you’ve been writing for it, 
and I’ve noticed that you never say what 
your personal favourite rifles are from the 
various manufacturers. Are you not allowed 
to do this, or do you really have no favourites, 
possibly due to shooting so many different 
kinds over the years? 

Please don’t take this the wrong way; I’m really 
not having a major moan, but I’ve always 
wondered what your favourite pre-charged 
rifles are as far as the various makers go. Any 
chance of you breaking the habit of a lifetime 
and revealing your choices? I bet you don’t 
publish this letter, let alone your list of 
favourites. 

JOHN - THE NORFOLK HOBBIT - WARNER 

John - there’s no big secret about my personal 
favourites, I assure you. The fact is, I really 



Being Disabled Doesn't Stop You Becoming 
A World Class Shooter! 

Contact Us: info@dtsgb.org.uk 



/as *** 



Great Britain 

r. irrpKD 



PS 

Great Britain 



worse. 

Please look out for the old folk this 
winter. 

CHRIS MOTTRAM 



The absolute truth. 

HOW MUCH PRACTICE? 

I’ve followed your 'How To Shoot A Springer’ 
series with extreme interest, and I can honestly 
say it’s improved my shooting significantly. I’m 
now able to go through the various techniques 
without having to refer to the photos in the 
magazine, and I’d like to push myself to the 
absolute limit. 

To this end, can you please tell me how much 
training I should do every week, and in how 
many sessions? I know you were a very 

committed 



competitor at 
one time, so 
your training 
must have 
been extensive. 
Perhaps this 
subject would 
be worth a 
feature, or even 
a series? 

COLIN 

MARTYN 

Colin - when I 
was at my peak 
as a field target 
shooter, I was 
shooting up to 



Chris - our readers are more than 
just airgunners, mate , and your 
concerns are entirely valid, during 
the winter and at all other times. Our elderly 
people deserve to be looked after and we can 
certainly play our part in that. - Ed 

SIMPLES! 

I have a very simple question, and I’d prefer an 
equally simple answer. 

Why is .22 calibre the only proper choice for 
the airgun hunter? 

TOM WARD 

It isn't, Tom. I hope that's simple enough for 
you. - Ed 

LIFE’S LESSONS 

On the basis that, if you don’t ask, you don’t 
get; if I bring my rifle to the British Shooting 
Show, will you give me some coaching, please? 

I think I’m doing OK thanks to your recent 
'How To Shoot A Springer’ series, but a bit of 
personal coaching would definitely help me 
out. 

Sorry if I’m out of order but I thought I’d give it 
a try. 

STUART PRENTICE 

Stuart - provided there’s a range available, I’ll 
give you that coaching, and no, I don't think 
you’re out of order. We've always tried to help 
anyone who asks for it, so bring your rifle and 
let’s see what we can do for you. That offer 
applies to all of our readers, by the way. - Ed 
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OF PCP RIFLES 



ON-BOARD PRESSURE GUAGE & QUICK FILL 
SYSTEM. 



FULLY REGULATED ACTION 



FULLY ADJUSTABLE 'HUNTER' STYLE STOCK. 



AIR STRIPPER FOR EVEN GREATER ACCURACY. 



THREE CHOICES OF STOCK COLOUR 



BSA 

GUNS 



NEW ECHF BARREL FOR INCREASED PERFORMANCE 



6TH GENERATION MULTI-SHOT MAGAZINE 
WITH 'LAST SHOT' INDICATOR. 



REGULATED POWER DELIVERY 



© 2014 Copyright BSA Guns UK Please note that images shown may vary to actual product. 



Made in Birmingham, England 







WHAT’S GOING ON? 



HERE’S WHAT HAD THE AIRGUN WORLD READERS HITTING THE PHONES AND EMAILING 
THE EDITOR DURING 2014! 



As we tread boldly into a 
brand-new year, we thought 
it would be interesting to take 
one last look back at the last 
12 months, and reveal some 
of the products and subjects 



that generated huge 
feedback from our readers. 
Amid the superguns and 
megascopes, there were 
plenty of perennials to help 
us shape this magazine for 



2015, and it's clear that the 
core subjects of airgun 
shooting still deserve our full 
attention. 

As ever, if you think there’s a 
subject we need to explore, 



explain or revisit with a fresh 
approach, please get in touch 
and we'll include it in our 
planning meetings. For now, 
here’s what had the 
readership reacting last year. 



^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiib 




TWO LEGS GOOD ... 

Bipods; you either love them, 
or you really don’t. Our 
readers are distinctly split on 
the merits, or otherwise, of the 
bipod, with some telling us 
they take the vast majority of 
their hunting shots off them, 
while others claim that 
bipods are snag 
hazards that spoil 
hand position, 
balance and looks. We 
- not me, I’ve got a dodgy 
back and I can’t do prone 
shooting - will be studying the 
pros and cons of shooting off 



a bipod very soon, so get your 
own thoughts in and we’ll 
include those, too. 



Love ‘em or hate ‘em, there’s a lot of 
support out there for bipods. 



Decoying shows an interest spike every 
time Phil Hardman does a feature on it. 



PULLING POWER 

Every time Phil Hardman brings 
us one of his superb decoying 
articles, we know the enquiries 
will flood in. Phil’s success, 
while remarkable, really can be 



replicated by those who put 
together the vital ingredients of 
location, camouflage, patience 
and groundwork. Phil is also an 
expert marksman, of course, but 
the actual shooting is merely the 
end-game. It’s what comes 
before that attaches a red letter 
to a day's decoying. There will 
be more hide-hunting hints 
and tips from Phil in 
2015, I can promise 
you that. www. 
jackpyke. co. uk RRP 
£6.95. 



Tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
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DECEMBER COMPETITION WINNER! 




MADE IN 
BRITAIN 






OUR DECEMBER SPOT THE DIFFERENCE WINNER BAGGED 
HIMSELF A FANTASTIC NEW BSA ULTRAMAX CAMMO COMBO! 



A new rifle, scope, mounts and case was just the thing to help Northants airgunner, Eric Randolph, 
into his sporting new year. Eric has been dithering over whether to make the switch to pre-charged 
pneumatic power, and now his mind has been made up for him by winning our fantastic November 
prize. Good luck with it, Eric, and let us know how you get on with recoilless, multi-shot hunting. 



Q, In "Fully Kitted" on page 19, wh^t is the fill pressure of the BSA Ultramax 



SE rifle being tested? 
A. 232 BAR 



FOR ANOTHER GREAT PRIZE! 



NOT ALL SCOPE MOUNTS 
ARE THE SAME 



NO LOSS OF ZERO - GUARANTEED 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
HIGH TENSILE MATERIAL 



SPORTS ATCH UK 



Quality Scope Mounts 



» 
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AT YOUR SERVICE 

The announcement of the C02 replica 
Webley Service revolver caused a mini- 
meltdown at the Airgun World offices, as 
reader after reader phoned to see when it 
would become available. The first 
consignment sold out, almost overnight, 
and the second batch is down to its final 
few as I write. It seems that the interest in a 
piece of our shooting heritage, and one that 



can be enjoyed on a shooting 
range, is incredibly healthy, 
and long may it remain so. 
Everyone in the office loves this 
pistol, even those who are not 
usually bonkers about pistols, 
and I’ve had to hide it reserve a 
few sneaky goes with it ... 
purely for product research, of 
course. RRP £199.99. 



This pistol is nothing short 
of a modern phenomenon! 



WHAT'S GOING ON? 




MAKING LIGHT WORK OF IT 

Lamps of various kinds were massive in 
2014, and we’re sure that the interest in 
night hunting will continue through the 
coming year. There has never been a better 
time to take up lamping, and once you’ve 
discovered the rewards of hunting after dark, 
you’ll understand why it’s become a huge 
industry in itself. 

These days, lamps like this one from Deben, 
are smaller, lighter, more powerful, better 
made, and more affordable than at any time 
in our history. Gone are the days of lugging 
around enormous battery packs that lasted a 
couple of hours if you were lucky - and good 
riddance, too. RRP £149.95. 



COMPACT OUTLOOK 

Binoculars were big in 2014, and by that I 
mean ‘not big at all’, but pocket-sized. At last, 
| we’re coming to terms with the very real fact 
1 that using our scopes as binos really isn’t the 
way to go, and those who distribute optical 
1 products are telling us that the rise in 
| popularity of compact binoculars is nothing 
| short of staggering. 

This sort of bino can prove useful far beyond 
| the hunting field, of course, and any stroll 
| through our glorious countryside will be 
| enhanced by a pair such as the Hawke ones 
shown. RRP £49.95. wkeoptics.com 



A set of compact 
binos will work 
for everyone. 




GOING GREEN 

While lamping has emerged as a major 
readership interest, the sub-group of night 
hunters using ‘green’ lamps has quietly 
established itself, too. Hand on heart, this is 
one airgun hunting trend that has totally 
passed me by, not least because I’m 
red-green colour blind. I’m the same about 
1 red lamp filters, but, as with the green 
lampers, plenty of respected hunters swear 
by these, so who am I to ignore the muted 
roar of approval? Phill Price is already on the 
case with this one, and I’ll be extremely 



^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiTTTTiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiib 



interested in what he comes up with. 

RRP £86.40 www.clulite.cluson.co.uk 





| LESS IS MORE 

| Ever since pre-charged 
| pneumatics became popular, 

| our readers have been keen 
| on more portable air supplies. 

| From the feedback we’ve had 
| in 2014, and beyond, the 
| most popular size small air 
| tank appears to be between 3 
| and 4 litres, with 300 bar 
| being the preferred maximum 
1 charging pressure. The tank 
| shown is a 4-litre version from 
| Hydrotech, it costs around 
| £190, including the rubber 
| boot and charging hose, and 
| the easy-carry jacket is £10. 

| You can contact the company 
| on: 01455 274841, or The Hydrotech 4-litre 

| email: sales@hydrotech.co.uk Portable 

Tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirf 
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SIMPLY PRACTICAL 

‘I just want a simple scope that 
will do the job, stay in one piece, 
and not cost the earth.’ I get a 
version of this request several 
times a week, and while some of 
us fret over low-light 
performance, lockable turrets 
and multi-aimpoint reticles, there 
are thousands out there who 
want nothing more than a sturdy 
3-9 times scope that does what 
it’s told, season after season. 

Is this an indicator that we place 
too 



much emphasis on the all- 
singing, dancing, and shoot-for- 
the-moon hardware, when we 
should be covering basic kit 
more? You’ll let us know the 
score, I’m certain, and I’m 
equally sure that we’ll change 
direction to cater for you. 
RRP39.95 www. 
highlandoutdoors. co. uk 

Solid, simple and highly affordable. 
Is this the sort of scope we should 
be featuring more? Over to you. 





GOING ON? 



I STILL ON TARGET 

Practice targets are vital links in 
1 the airgun shooting chain, and 
| they serve three main needs; 

1 zeroing, training, and fun. First, 

| we need zeroing targets to get 
| our rifles and sights talking to 
| each other in the way we want. 

Without pinpoint zeroing, there 
| really is no point in much else, at 
| least as far as ‘serious’ shooting 
| goes, so paper targets are 
| essential. They don’t tell fibs, 

1 either, and where a glancing clip 

on a spinner will register a hit of 
| sorts, any deviation from the 

=iiiiii[imiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 



Jack Pyke has just about every practice 
target any airgunner could need. 

bullseye will always be shown up! 
for what it is. For zeroing, and 
checking that zero, nothing but | j 
nothing beats paper targets. 

Mind you, a satisfying ‘smack’ on| 
a spinner is a fine thing, too, and 
there’s such a variety available | 
these days, and at such 
reasonable cost, that spinners | 

can become genuine training | 

aids for hunters and competition 1 
shooters. 

Fun shooters and back garden | 
plinkers are also spoilt for choice! 
these days, and so they should 
be, but we’ve had enough 
requests for advice of building a | 
backstop to revisit that one, so | 
look out for it in a future issue. | 
www.jackpyke. co. uk 




ADJUSTABLE 
SPORTERS 

I’ve been banging on for years 
about hunters having the same 
gunfit advantages as target 
shooters, and the release of the 
Ultimate Sporter amounted to Air 
Arms putting its money where 
my mouth is. The runaway 
success of this rifle has been 
particulary pleasing to see, 
although not everyone agreed 
with me on this little crusade of 
mine. Some readers insisted that 
sporters must never be lumbered 
with target-style paraphernalia 
under any circumstances, and 



The Ultimate Sporter shows what 
hunters can do with target-standard 
control. 

on one or two occasions the 
debate became quite heated. 

My view remains the same; 
proper gunfit, and more 
importantly the control it 
provides, is a key component of 
consistent accuracy, and hunters 
need that more than any other 
group of shooters. Guns that fit 
help us hit what we aim at, and 
rifles like the Ultimate Sporter 
definitely make us more efficient 
at cleanly despatching our 
quarry. I hope to see more of 
this type of sporter in the New 
Year. 

RRP £899 www.air-arms.co.uk 
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Harewood House. See you all 
at this year’s CLA Game Fair. 




VILLAGE PEOPLE 

In addition to the wealth of guns, 
gear and shooting-related stuff, a 
new feature will be incorporated 
to this year’s CLA Game Fair at 
Flarewood Flouse, near Leeds. 
The Great British Village is the 
first new themed area to be 
introduced to the CLA Game Fair 
for several years and is billed as 
the Celebration of the Great 
British Countryside. 

It has been created to showcase 
the uniqueness, quality and 
variety of the Great British way of 
life and will include food and 



drink exhibitors, rural crafts, 
cultural traditions, entertainment, 
country pursuits, fashion and 
more. 

Tony Wall, Director of the CLA 
Game Fair, said: “I am really 
excited about this new area and 
very much hope it will inspire 
visitors to incorporate British 
products and traditions into their 
everyday lives.” 

The CLA Game Fair 2015, runs 
from Friday 31 July until Sunday 
2 August. For more details and 
advance ticket sales, visit www. 
gamefair.co.uk. 



SHOW UP AT 
STONELEIGH 

Now that Christmas is over you 
might think there is nothing left 
to look forward to, but you’d be 
wrong. The Great British 
Shooting Show, now in its 
seventh year, will be the next big 
event for us shooters. 

This year’s shooting 
extravaganza will be bigger and 
better than ever. The Airgun City 
section will showcase new air 
rifles, pistols, clothing and all the 
accessories for the airgun 
enthusiast. 

There will be manufacturers’ 
ranges where you can try before 
you buy and the ATEO will be 

Trying before buying at the British 
Shooting Show. 




there with a coaching line for 
youngsters. On top of this you 
cat try your hand at 10-metre 
Olympic Match Shooting and 
action pistol shooting. Also keep 
an eye out for special show only 
offers which could save you 
loads of money. 

The show will be held at 
Stoneleigh Park International 
Centre near Kenilwoth 
Warwickshire, CV8 2LG and will 
be held over three days on the 
13th, 14th and 15th February 
2015. Order your tickets in 
advance to save money. For 
more information visit: www. 
shootingshow. co. uk 



THE GREAT 

BRITISH 

HOOTING 

SHOW 

FRI 13TH • SAT 14TH- SUN 15TH FEB 2015 

7TH FANTASTIC YEAR 

EVEN BIGGER - EVEN MORE TO SEE.... 
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW 

www.shootingshow.co.uk 



PELLETS ACCURACY FOR 



'HrN 



H&N AIRGUN 

AMBITIOUS 




visit www.bisley-uk.com 

for further details and to find your local dealer 



H&N airgun pellets are distinguished by narrow shot groups and clean-cut bullet holes. The special alloys of 
our airgun pellets guarantee minimal lead-fouling. Advantages that you can see and will come to appreciate. 
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This stunning new rifle from Brocock has a new a synthetic green stock making it not only 
weatherproof, but camouflaged as well. The air reservoir is also finished in green to help it 
blend into its hunting environment. With Brocock’s six-shot magazine and renowned accuracy, this is a true sporter. The G6 



COMBO 



rifle also comes with a 3-9 x 40 MTC Genesis scope and a silencer - and you can win this fantastic combo for just £1.50! 



TWO WAYS TO WIN! 



THE NEW BROCOCK CONTOUR G6 AND SCOPE 

Answer by text or spot-the-difference by post 



TEXT' 



To enter, text AW G6 followed by your answer (eg. C) your NAME and EMAIL ADDRESS to 80058. Texts cost £1.50 plus your standard network rate. 



IIC O T I I m In ‘Get Your Fill’ on page 59, what is the name of the compressor? 
UULO I lUll . A. Omega GX3 B. Alpha GX3 C. Omega GX4 




Spot the six differences between the photos below. Entry costs just £1.50 per go - cheques and postal orders made payable to ‘Mr gun 
World '- and you can enter as many times as you like by photocopying the entry form. As a bonus; for every five postal entries you 
submit, you get one free - i.e six entries for just £7.50! 




ENTRY FORM 



Airgun World, Evolution House, 2-6 Easthamp- 
stead Road, Wokingham, Berks RG40 2EG 



Name 

Address 

Postcode Daytime Tel 

Email Preferred Calibre 

Prize to be sent to: (Name and address of your local gunshop) 
Address 



¥ 



■ 

j 



If you are under 18, an adult must sign on your behalf and give his/her name and address 

Name 

Address 





CHANGE^ 



Postcode 

Closing date: 24th FEBRUARY 2015 □Tickifyou have a subscription to Airgun World 
What would you like to see in Airgun World ? 

Simply write your suggestions below, or list your comments on a seperate sheet of paper, and send it with your competition entry. 



The winner of the text section and the winner of the spot-the-difference section will go into a draw to decide the overall winner. There 
are six differences between the two photos. Simply draw a circle around them as you spot them , then send in your completed entry form 

Terms and Conditions: 

The winner will be published in the APRIL issue. Competition closes at midnight on 24th FEBRUARY 2015 Usual terms and conditions 
apply -visit http://www.airgunshooting.co.uk/home/terms_and_conditions. Customer services helpline 020 76335020. 

Archant Ltd, publisher of Airgun World, would like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new products/services which might be 
of interest. Please tick if you DO wish for Archant Ltd to contact you in this way by □ email □ SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT 
to receive information by □ post. □ phone. We occasionally pass your details onto carefully selected companies who wish to contact you 
with information about their products/services, please tick if you DO wish to be contacted in this way by □ email □ SMS. Please tick if you 
would prefer to NOT receive such information by □ post □ phone. 
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COMPETITION RULES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 









SPECIAL 



Limited edition of 1 00 



BSA 

GUNS 



WEATHER PROOF BLACK PEPPER 
LAMINATED AMBI STOCK 

GUN METAL GREY CUSTOM BUILT HUGGETT SHROUD 

FANTASTIC HUGGETT SILENCER 

GUN METAL GREY RUBBER COATED BOTTLE 



BSA TACTICAL CASE 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY 
TEST CERTIFICATE 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
FREE SERVICING FOR LIFE 




irand new Air Arms Qtec silencer 

j/ailable for most UK barrel fittings 



You and Air 
a winning com 



Visit us on 

Facebook 



Sporters 

World Class Rifles 



...from Air Arms 



“ Created in Britain 
Designed in Britain 
Manufactured in Britain... 
Sold all over the world ” 











ED'S TEST 



BROCOCK CONTOUR G6 



G-WH IZi 

The editor responds to a reader's complicated request 



a single rifle that ticks all the 
boxes. If I’m being to picky , 
perhaps you can tell me and I’ll 
find something that ' makes do’. I’d 
much rather find exactly what I 
need , though , even if I have to 
apply a bit of customisation to it. 
Here’s what I need , and again, if 
there’s nothing out there, please 
let me know and at least I can 
stop driving myself mad. 

• / need a pre-charged 
pneumatic rifle that is very light 
and compact, because I could be 



climbing about inside barns and 
outbuildings with it. Stability on 
aim won’t be a problem because 
I’ll be resting it for most shots. 

• It must be multi -shot and easy 
to reload. 

• Ambidextrous would be great , 
because my son is left-handed 
and I’d like to use it as a ' trainer ’ 
for him. 

•I t absolutely must have a good, 
two-stage trigger. I’m not a ‘ trigger 
tart ’ but I won’t have sub-standard 
triggers. If having the trigger 



professionally fettled is required, 
I’m up for that. 

• / need a totally practical, simple , 
reliable vermin despatch tool, 

rather than 
anything fancy, 
so highly figured 
oiled walnut isn’t on 
the cards, here. In fact, a 
synthetic stock would be the way 
to go, I think. 

• I’m not unduly bothered about 
high shot-count, because I have a 
3-litre air tank and that can come 
with me. Around 20-30 shots per 
charge would be plenty. 

• Finally, this rifle would need to 
be fully capable of taking rabbits 
at 35 yards, when I feel the need 
just to grab a sporter and go 
wandering around my permission. 
Oh, and really finally; this rifle has 
to be realistically priced! If I had 
the money I’d have something 
made, but I don’t. So, am I looking 
for something that doesn’t exist? 

Thanks in advance for your 
help, Terry, and I’ll see you at the 
British Shooting Show. ’ 

Quite a list of requirements, isn’t 
it? Yet, I really think the very thing 
may be sitting on my lap as I write. 
It definitely seems to be exactly 
what Mason is looking for, so let’s 
see what you, and Mason, think 
about it. 



7 think the very thing may be 

in 



sitting 



W e get many, many requests 
from our readers to help 
them choose new guns. That’s 
part of what we’re here for and we 
always try to help. We normally 
don’t publicise such requests but 
I’ve changed that this month 
because this one coincided with 
the arrival of a rifle that seems to 
perfectly fit the bill. Mason 
Roberts’ email sets the scene: 

' Dear Terry, 

I hope you can help me choose a 
new rifle, because I’m at my wits’ 
end right now. I need something 
that has a variety of features, and I 
just haven’t been able to pin down 
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BROCOCK CONTOUR G6 




Could this be our reader’s dream rifle? 



GATEWA 



To find out more 
about these and many 
more products, visit 
www.guntradegateway.co.uk 



BROCOCK REBORN 
Before we get to the nuts, bolts 
and tubes of this month’s test rifle, 
let’s establish the new foundation 
of the company that made it. 
Founded in 1989, Brocock has 
been recently acquired by the 
Dianna group, that also owns 
Daystate. Both companies are now 
housed in new, purpose-built 
headquarters in Staffordshire, 
where resources can be pooled, 
and identities kept strictly 
separate. I’ve discussed Brocock’s 
new direction with those in charge 
of it, and the basic mission 
statement is one of consolidating 
the virtues of the Brocock range, 
while eliminating any vices flagged 
up by the company’s customers 
and consultants. That’s an 
over-simplified version, and there’s 
a whole range of ventures planned 
for 2015, but the core of where 
Brocock is going remains one of 
'independence with greater 
resource’. In other words, the 
intention is that Brocock will be 
better at what it does best. 

Brocock’s consultation process 
is already underway, and 
feedback is currently arriving at 
their new headquarters in an 
encouragingly frequent stream. All 
constructive comment is invited, 
and should you have anything to 
contribute, please do so via 
Brocock Ltd, Unit 3, Raleigh Hall 
Industrial Estate, Eccleshall, 
Staffordshire. ST21 6JL. 
Phone:0844 800 9905, or email: 
sales@brocock.co.uk 

That’s enough of the 
background detail; let’s bring the 
test rifle into the spotlight, shall 
we? 



OVERVIEW 

The Brocock Contour G6 
is the latest version of the 
company’s S6 model, and it 
comes with a box-ticking potential 
that should have Mason sitting up 
and taking notice. This is the first 
Brocock I’ve tested since the 
Dianna acquisition, and it’s my 
first chance to see what effect the 
new regime has had on the 
performance of a rifle I know 
fairly well. 

First impressions are favourable, 



with a 

noticeable uplift in 
smoothness of function - 
basically, the bolt-action feels a bit 
slicker - but even that could be 
more in my mind than a 
mechanical fact, so I’ll withhold my 
verdict until I’ve shot this rifle for a 
couple of months. One thing I can 
confirm, here and now, is that the 
G6’s stock is the best example 
ever fitted to this model. It has a 
perfectly applied, ‘rubberised’ 
coating over a hardwood blank, 
and it’s incredibly tough. I know it’s 
tough because I watched the test 
rifle scrape itself down a concrete 
post, after I’d stupidly propped it 



there for a 
rustic photo. 
The photo 
was rubbish, 

but a quick brush down with my 
hand revealed not a blemish on 
the Brocock’s rubberwork, and 
that could definitely come in handy 
during a life in the hunting field, 
especially if Mason intends to 
clatter around in barns and such. 

MECHANICS AND OUTPUT 

At the heart of the G6- 
presumably ‘G’ stands for ‘Green’ 

- is the Brocock bolt-action, 

6-shot, removable rotary 
magazine, and there are two of 
these mags’ supplied with each 
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rifle, plus a 
silencer adaptor. The 
magazines are small, but not 
fiddly, and at less than £25 each, 
it's worth adding another couple 
to see you through all but those 
red-letter days in the field. 

Each 200 bar charge of the 
G6’s 25mm diameter air reservoir 
yields 35, full-power shots in .22 
and 30 in .177. In the case of the 
test rifle, ‘full-power’ meant 11.2 
ft. lbs., and I decided to ‘tweak’the 
charging pressure until I found 
the ‘best’ 30 shots. I was going for 
a pressure that gave me peak 
performance and best 
consistency from the second shot 
into each charge, with the first 
shot being a check-zero one. This 
turned out to be a complete waste 
of time, because the best 
pressure was, indeed, the 
recommended 200 bar, but I’m 
sure this won’t always be the 
case. Never, ever, go above the 
recommended charge pressure, 
but feel free to test any non- 



regulated PCPs with 
slightly lower pressures, 
because it can make a 
real difference. Not this time, 
though. 

ACCURACY REPORT 

First, if ever a rifle was designed 
for anything but bench rest 
shooting, it's this one. The 
Brocock G6 is all about fast 
handling, extreme pointability and 
ease of portage, not being plonked 
on a bench, propped up with 
sandbags, and clinically tested. 
However, needs must and I have 
to produce stats for every rifle, so 
to the static rest I went and did the 
stationary deed. 



diameter. I shot a few groups 
with the optional silencer 
detached, but one disadvantage of 
an enclosed shooting position is 
that it tends to concentrate noise, 
so I re-fitted the optional silencer 
and peace broke out once more. 
For the record, there was no 
discernable difference in group 
size with the silencer off, although 
I thought I detected a hint of 
muzzle-flip. No one is going to 
shoot this rifle without a silencer, 
anyway, so the point could be 
moot, although silencer choice 
should be something to think 
about, seeing that it may affect 
muzzle movement. I’ll investigate 
more on this for part two of my 
test next month. 




TECH SPEC 



Model: Contour G6 

Manufacturer: Brocock 
Country of origin: UK/Italy 
Price: £549 

Type: Pre-charged, multi-shot hunting 
rifle 

Calibre: .177, .22 

Cocking: Bolt-action 

Loading: Via removable rotary, 6-shot 

magazine 

Trigger: 2-stage, adjustable unit 
Stock type: Ambidextrous, rubberised, 
skeleton sporter 
Weight: 2 kg (4.6lbs) unscoped 
Length:788mm (31 ins) 

Barrel: 432mm (17 ins) 

Fill pressure: 200 bar 

Shots per charge: 35-plus in .22, 
30-plus in .177 

Average energy: 11.2 ft.lbs. 

Best group at 25 yards: 15 mm 

diameter 

Favoured pellet of test rifle: Air Arms 
Diabolo Field 

Options: FAC-rated actions 
Contact: Brocock 0844 800 9905 




' The Brocock G6 is all about fast handling , 
pointability and ease of portage' 




I’m not a great fan of the butt pad and 
I’d replace it with an adjustable one. 



The winter wind was being 
tedious, but our club at 
Bisley enjoys a nicely 
sheltered, 25-yard range, 
inside which I was able to 
extract some useful data. 
Using .22 Air Arms Diabolo 
Field pellets straight from the 
tin, between me and the 
Brocock’s Lothar Walther 
barrel, we kept my groups 
tidy and occasionally 
remarkable, with the very 
best being just 15mm in 



CONSISTENCY 
With its comparatively small air 
reservoir, I expected the shot-to- 
shot consistency of the G6 to be 
on the ‘erratic’ side of steady, but 
after three, 30-shot strings, I was 
pleasantly surprised to see an 
overall variation of 18 f.p.s., and 
just 14 f.p.s. over the first 20 
shots. Mason’s wish list included 
the capability of dropping rabbits 
at 35 yards, and I nailed that one 
within the first hour of testing. 
During a near-windless lull, I 




shifted two benches to my right 
and hammered a 25mm spinner 
at 40 yards, becoming more 
confident as I settled with the 
Brocock’s lightly-set trigger. 

INITIAL VERDICT 

Trigger performance is excellent, as 
any PCP’s should be, so that’s 
another tick on Mason’s wish list 
sorted, and I think I’ve found 
something he could improve with a 
bit of customisation, too. I don’t like 
that flat, featureless butt pad, and 
as ever, an adjustable one would 
do a far better job, so Mason could 
invest a little in this area. 

An arms’ length appraisal shows 
a well-made, practical, 
ambidextrous, multi-shot PCP 
sporter that carries the unique 
appeal upon which Brocock built 
a significant fan base. The G6 is 
also a tough, handy, and precise 
hunter that punches well above its 
weight and asking price. Mason, 
you could have found your next 
rifle, mate. Check out next 
month’s issue for confirmation.^ 
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Contact your local retailer for further details, 
or visit www.bisley-uk.com 
Distributed in the UK by John Rothery Wholesale 



Make sure not to forget 
the family when you're 
making your purchases for 
the upcoming season. The 
outdoor experience is a family 
affair. Barnett Outdoors 
carries a full line of archery 
bows, from introductory 
models for the little ones, to 
big bow models to extend the 
season for the serious archery 
shooter. Barnett Outdoors- 
Built for Adventure. 




pneumatic airguns 




Registered retailers 









Airgun Centre 
Aberdeen Field Sports 
A&M Custom 
Bagnall & Kirkwood 
Blackpool Air Rifles 
Braces Shooting 
Bradford Stalker Ltd 
Briarley Guns 
Cash Concepts 
Cheshire Gun Room 
Chichester Armoury 
Churchills 
City Air Weapons 
Cotswold Country Living 
Country Sporting Guns 
Countryman Derby 
D & J Stutley & Sons 
Davey & Son 
DAI 

Dolphin Boat Yard 
Donal McCloy 
Drapers Airgun Centre 
George Bates of Stafford 
Glasgow Field Sports 
% Gun & Country Ltd 
Gun & Sports Shop 
Gun Room 
Haylett Grange 
Humberside Shooting Ground 
Ibstock Tackle & Guns 
Keens Tackle & Guns 
Kibworth Shooting Ground 
Lamberts of Ringwood 
Litts @ Sportsman Gun Centre 
Livelines Tackle & Guns 
McAvoys 

Mooredges Airguns 
North West gun Centre 
Northwales Gun Centre 
R&K Stockcraft 
Redbeck Shooting Supplies 
Ronnie Sunshine's 
S.D.S Watersports 
Sandwell Fieldsports 
Shooting Supplies 
Skipton Gun Roorn 
Solware * 

Sportsman Gun Centre 

Swillington Shooting Supplies 

T&JJ McAvoys 

TAL Arms 

Tannyoki Guns 

The Countryway Gunshop 

Valley Arms 

Veals & Son 

Warrington Guns 

Wighill Park Guns 

Woodys of Wembley 

Youngmans Sporting Guns 



Rayleigh 

Aberdeen 

Newark 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

Blackpool 

Bristol 

Chester Le Street 

Briarley Hill 

Harlow 

Stockport 

West Sussex 

Dereham 

Lincoln 

Cirencester 

Boston 

Derby 

Nr Royston 

Scarborough 

Brierley Hill 

Stoke on Trent 

Antrim 

Nottingham 

Stafford 

Glasgow 

Milton Keynes 

Exeter 

Ivybridge 

Pembrokeshire 

Driffield 

Leicester 

Mid Glamorgan 

Leicester 

Ringwood 

Newport 

Armadale 

Standish 

Doncaster 

Bolton 

Deeside 

Milton Keynes 

Wakefield 

Berkhamsted 

Sheffield 

West Bromwich 

Bromsgrove 

Skipton 

Tamworth 

Exeter 

Swillington 

Wigan 

Dorset 

Newry 

West Mailing 

Bangor 

Bristol 

Cheshire 

North Yorkshire 

Wembley 

Great Yarmouth 



01268 780730 
01224 581 313 
01623 861308 
0191 2325873 
01253 622 863 
01173 009956 
0191 4100565 
01384 573410 
01279 641535 
0161 480 8222 

01243 774687 
01362 696926 
01522 521181 
01285 657527 
01205 311246 
01332 360357 
01223 208110 
01723 865039 
01384 265151 
01782 849390 
02879 650641 

0115 970 2525 
01785 244191 
0141 3316330 
01296 720102 
01392 271701 
01752 893344 
01437 764493 
01964 544357 
01530 260901 
01656 720807 

0116 279 6001 
01425 473223 
01633 843252 
01501 733 150 
01257 426129 
01405 741706 
01204 496008 

01244 812219 
01908 561298 

01924 862037 
01442 872829 
0114 248 8688 
0121 5202000 
01527 831261 
01756 792630 
0844 357 0306 
01392 354854 
01132 875685 
01257 426129 
01202 473030 
02838 318308 
01732 870023 
01824 704438 

0117 926 0790 

01925 415901 
01937 833757 
0208 902 7217 
01493 859814 
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Far more info visit: 

www.daystate.cam/walverine.htm 



THERE'S A l\IEW BREED 
AT BAYSTATE... 

And it’s a thoroughbred 






r . 



WOLVERINE 



Weight 7.3 lbs 
Length 42 inches 
£1142.00 

Choice of bottle or cylinder types 



Wolverine B-Type 



Wolverine 0 



. * 



■Type 




NEWTON'S LORE 



I stop the vehicle at the entrance 
to the young wheat field and 
study the long strip of woodland 
on the far side intently through the 
binoculars; it’s 3.30pm in late 
December and will soon be dusk. 
Presently, as expected, a black 
dot appears on the horizon and 
quickly materialises into a 
wood pigeon. It’s moving fast and 
knows exactly where it’s going as it 
folds its wings and drops 
confidently into the tree line. 

Within minutes, six more dots 
appear from the opposite direction 
and as they approach they split 
and also drop into the tree line, 
each choosing s different area to 
land. Over the course of the next 
30 minutes or so at least another 
100 pigeons appear from different 
directions and do exactly the same 



thing and then, suddenly, it’s too 
dark to see, but by then I had 
seen enough to confirm that 
although there were not any 
discernable flight lines as they 
were coming from all directions, 
this strip of woodland attracts and 
holds roosting woodies. 



NEW PERMISSION 

Although I had a half dozen 
freshly shot rabbits in the back of 
the little Rav 4, this was a new 
permission and today was my first 
excursion here so was nothing 
more than a reconnaissance visit 



really. The landowner had asked 
me to take a look at the rabbit 
problem for him, but I had not yet 
visited this wood in person. The 
problem was, although the wood is 
only about 150 yards wide it must 
be over half a mile long and I 
needed to get in there to find the 



exact trees the woodies were 
favouring, so another visit was 
definitely on the cards. 

Over the next two days we had 
gale force winds and although 
those conditions would drive the 
woodies home earlier in the day 



and strip the remaining leaves 
from the trees, I wanted to use a 
rifle not a shotgun. When a pigeon 
comes into roost it will usually land 
on an outer branch before 
dropping into a more secure and 
warmer spot, such as ivy or 
deeper into the trunk of the tree. 



This is when to take them and I 
couldn’t see a point in making life 
more difficult for myself by taking 
birds waving madly about in the 
wind. However, a few days later 
things had calmed down a bit so 
2pm found me entering the wood 



" Over the course of the next 30 minutes or so at least 
another 100 pigeons appear from different directions " 
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GAMEKEEPER'S REPORT 



with my Air Wolf slung over my 
shoulder and a keen eye looking 
for suitable places to set up an 
ambush for the returning woodies. 
When roost shooting it’s important 
to find the exact trees the birds 
are using if you want the best 
chance of success. A dead 
giveaway to finding these trees is 
to look for droppings and loosely 
moulted feathers lying scattered 
on the ground around the base, 
and with practice you will learn to 
spot these places instantly. 

RIGHT TIME, RIGHT PLACE 

This is important because it’s very 
frustrating to hear birds coming in 
all around you while you are sitting 
in the wrong place and are getting 
no shooting at all. On my shoot I 
don’t allow roost shooting of any 
kind until January and the end of 
the shooting season because I 
don’t want any disturbance to 
pheasants coming home to roost, 
but there is little game on this land 
and so no harm could be done by 
shooting at this time. Within 20 



minutes, or so, I had located a 
promising-looking area consisting 
of three well-used roosting spots, 
all well within range of my 
ambushing point. When it comes 
to building hides for roost shooting 
I really don’t bother with anything 
too elaborate. My advice would be 
to build the best hide 
you can with the 
available 
materials. In 
fact, 

standing 
close to 
the trunk 
of a tree 
or 

hunkering 
down in a 
convenient 
bush will often 
suffice if that’s all 
the cover available 
to you. A good 

background, however, is very 
important and good cam mo helps 
a lot. It’s vital to cover your hands 



and face, these will be spotted by 
the woodies from miles away, but 
above all, for God’s sake, make 
sure you remain still because 
movement will be detected 
instantly. It never ceases to amaze 
me when I see people trying to 
roost shoot, walking up and down 
the wood whenever 
they hear a bird 
come in 
that’s not 
over their 




Pigeons tend to land on the outer 
branches of the tree before dropping 
into a more secluded and warmer 



& position. 
It's totally 
pointless 
and completely 
counter- 
productive. 
These same people are often 
heard whining about the lack of 
shooting at the end of the flight. 
Have patience; if you have done 



your homework well and they 
cannot detect any changes to the 
area, then they will have no reason 
not to come in, just like they do 
every evening. 

BASIC COVER 

On this occasion I was leaning 
against a tree with a dense bush 
at my back as I settled down to 
wait. I knew I was early, but within 
minutes a lone woodie came 
sailing in to land in a tree some 60 
yards to the right of me. It was too 
far for a shot, of course, but was a 
good decoy and a sign to other 
pigeons that all was well on the 
roost so I let it be. A couple of 
minutes later I shifted into a more 
comfortable position and a pigeon 
clattered out of the branches 
above my head. I had no idea how 
long it had been there but it must 
have slipped in quietly and 
unseen from behind. I cursed my 
sloppiness, but became more 
vigilant from then on and it wasn’t 
long before a clap of wings 
heralded the arrival of a lone bird. 

The wind was blowing directly into )) 




'When roost shooting it's important to find the exact trees the 
birds are using if you want the best chance of success” 



BH 
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GAMEKEEPER'S REPORT 



my face which meant the bird had 
its back to me as it started to land, 
and this meant I could shoulder 
the rifle unseen and was already 
looking through the scope as it 
touched down. 

As it stretched its neck to survey 
its surroundings, I centred the 
crosshair on its head and gently 
squeezed the trigger. The sound 
of the pellet hitting its mark drifted 
back to me and the hapless 
woodie dropped from the branch 
like a stone, without so much as a 
wing flap, and lay motionless 



see birds coming in further down 
the wood, but it was at least 
another ten minutes before a 
group of half a dozen came in and 
took up positions in a tree to my 
right. This was difficult, because I 
now had six pairs of suspicious 
eyes scanning the terrain looking 
for danger, so my movements had 
to be very careful and slow, but 
these birds had never been shot 
on this roost before, so thankfully 
they were fairly relaxed and 
allowed me to take one of their 
number before clattering off. 




advantage 




through twigs and branches I 
could no longer see. 

By the time I packed up I had 
18 plump woodies in my 
rucksack, although I did miss 
several shots. I could have shot 
many more had I been using a 
shotgun, but by using my air rifle I 
didn’t disturb any of the other 
roosting areas in the wood so I can 
return again and again, just hitting 
different areas in the strip until 
spring. 

Give roost shooting a go if you 
get the chance. You 
don’t need 
specialist kit 



and the real onus is on learning 
and using the kind of skills that 
won’t cost you a penny, but most 
certainly will increase your 
success as a hunter. 

Roost shooting could be the 
new area of our sport you’re 
looking for. Just remember these 
golden rules: Reconnaissance, 
silence, good cammo, face and 
hand cover, a good background to 
your hide and above all lack of 
movement are your key to success. 

Also, if your permission holds 
game, make sure you check with 
the keeper before roost shooting; 
he may not want you wandering 
around in his woods at dusk. ■ 



" By the time I packed up I had 18 
plump woodies in my rucksack!" 



below the branch. Although I 
could easily see it, I immediately 
went to pick him up and returned 
to my hide. 

I would advise that when not 
using a dog (as on this occasion) 
it’s much better to pick your birds 
up straight away. It’s very easy to 
have birds dropped all around 
you, but when the light goes, 
although you are absolutely sure 
where they are, they can be 
almost impossible to find. 

BETTER VIEW 

The last couple of days of high 
winds had removed the last of the 
leaves from the trees and I could 



Again, I retrieved my bird and 
continued to wait, and then within 
minutes the flight began in earnest 
with birds arriving from all 
directions and landing in the trees 
around me. 

For the next 20 minutes, or so, I 
was getting a shot every few 
minutes. When the inevitable lull 
came I had nine more 
birds to pick up and 
continued to shoot 
the odd one 
until nearly 
dusk, when 
it became 
impossible 
to shoot 
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f SERVICE REVOLVER 



• Built from Original Blueprints 

• Loads, Cycles, Fires and Ejects 
as the Original 

• Original 1915 markings 

• Single / Double Action 

• FulJ Size * 

• Field Strippable 

• Full Metal Construction 

• 6 inch Barrel 

• 6 Shot 



£199 



Available November 



SRP 




• < 3 Joules 

• 2.4 lbs (1.1kg) 




.HIGHLAND 

OUTDOORS 
www.highlandoutdoors.co.uk 



GATEWAY 



See the full range on the GTG site: www.guntradegateway.co.uk 

www.webley.co.uk 



Find exclusive offers & announcements at: 
www.facebook.com/HighlandOutdoors 



sales@highlandoutdoors.co.uk 

Ph: 0845 099 0252 




SMK XS78 




A few readers have taken my 
struggle with spring-piston rifle 
accuracy to describe me as a 
snob. They've called me spoiled 
and lazy. In fact, they've called me 
a lot worse than that, but those 
words aren't for publishing, and 
because of this I feel the need to 
stand up for myself. You see, for 
me the only airgun worth having is 
an accurate airgun for one 
important reason, and that’s 
because I’m a hunter. When I pull 
the trigger, my pellet is heading for 
a living, breathing creature and I 
have a responsibility to it. If I have 
a good enough reason to take its 
life, then I must do it quickly and 
cleanly, and for this reason I’ll 
always shoot the rifle that I’m most 
accurate with. 

Now, please note I didn’t say 
the most accurate rifle, I said the 
rifle I’m most accurate with. These 



are not the same things. I’m 
always more accurate with a 
recoilless rifle: I know this for a 
fact, and this is where the 
confusion comes in. People 
assume that I criticise springers 
because they’re cheap, but that’s 
not true. I criticise them because I 
can’t shoot them as well as I can 
shoot a recoilless rifle. The price is 
irrelevant. 

CHEAP PERFORMANCE? 

This got me thinking. What is the 
cheapest way to get recoil less 
accuracy? P re-charged 
pneumatics are often expensive, 
although Walther and Gamo have 
recently introduced multi-shot 
sporters around the £400 mark, 
but you still need to budget for a 
dive bottle or pump to fill them, so 
the working package will be nearer 
£600. Not exactly pocket change. 



At my gun club, Bisley, lots of 
the more ‘mature’ members rant 
on about the SMK XS78. It is a 
simple, Chinese made, Co2 rifle 
that performs well above its price 
range. There are variations of this 
airgun, including the TH78D, 
which has a thumbhole stock and 
the pure target version, the QB78 
Target. All these rifles have a 



robust bolt action, which is basic 
but responds well to a bit of 
customisation and some of the 
members lavish all sorts of 
modifications on this basic rifle. 
Because the gun is Co2-powered, 
the internal pressures are relatively 



low compared to the ultra-high 
pressures that PCPs use, so 
there's less chance of the skilled 
home tuner causing a dangerous 
situation. 

SIMPLEZ 

At its heart the solid construction 
is rigid and simple, a great recipe 
for accuracy, and being Co2, it's 



recoilless. I just had to try one. 

The look is plain, it has to be 
said, but the finish is better then 
I’d imagined. The woodwork is 
again plain, being ambidextrous 
with no chequering or stippling for 
grip. However, I found I quickly 



“At its heart the solid construction 
is rigid and simple , a great recipe 
for accuracy " 
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This is the the thumbhole 
version, the TH78D 



There’s a manual safety in the front 
of the trigger guard. 



" expecting the sight picture to be 
disturbed , but I saw hardly a 
quiver as the muzzle barked " 



forgot this when I started shooting. 
The trigger is a revelation for a 
£110 gun. It’s reasonably light and 
crisp straight from the box, telling 
me that a skilled gunsmith could 
improve on that in minutes; but 




the thing that really got me was 
the firing cycle. Using my best 
focus, I settled the crosshair on 
the target and released the shot, 
expecting the sight picture to be 
disturbed, but I saw hardly a 
quiver as the muzzle barked. Did I 
mention it had no silencer? 

This was a revelation. I saw the 
pellet make a hole in the target 
card. Reloading and squeezing off 
a second shot I saw this pellet 
land beside the first at 20 yards. 
Oh boy! This thing’s fun! The 
club’s range has spinners and 
knock-down, knock-up targets all 
the way out to 55 yards and I was 
in for the afternoon. Once I’d 



worked out the holdover, I was 
confidently hitting 40mm discs at 
40 yards, which is remarkable for 
a cheap plinker shooting pointed 
pellets. Then the Co2 pressure 
dropped and it was time to reload, 
or should I say re-gas? This was a 
little unclear for me. The end cap 
of the reservoir was still tight so I 
cycled and blank fired the action 
until the small amount of gas left 
was eliminated and the end cap 
unscrewed with just finger 
pressure. I dropped in two more 
12 gramme capsules and was 
back up to speed. 

Every Co2-powered gun is 
heavily affected by temperature 
changes and that’s the price you 
pay for using this power source, 
but as a plinker I don’t think it 
need be a worry. 

I have to confess that I 
pre-judged this rifle. I didn’t 



believe that something so cheap 
and simple could work so well. It 
truly is the poor man’s pre- 
charged pneumatic, giving many 
of the benefits of far more 
expensive rifles in a light, handy 
and cheap package that could be 
just what many people need.B 



SPECIFICATIONS 



Manufacturer SMK 

Web www.sportsmk.co.uk 
Tel 01206 795333 
Model XS78 

Type Bolt action, single shot 
Power source 2x12gramCo2 
Length 100.5cm 
Weight 2.4kg 
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EXCLUSIVE! 



DAWN DUSK! 
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The editor finds himself working the night shift, thanks to the 
Scott Country 



So much to explore. 



latest technology from 



THE ATN X-SIGHT - 
REVEALED 

What we have here is a battery- 
powered, digital telescopic sight 
that runs HD optics and full night 
vision capability. This enables the 
X-Sight user to shoot right around 
the clock. Those are the very 
basics, mind. To get at the core - 
an Obsidian one, apparently, of 
this remarkable sight - we need to 
scroll through the line-up of 
features. Here we go. 

POWER UP 

Before we go anywhere, the 
X-Sight will need power, and that 
means installing four AA batteries. 

Not just any batteries, though; as I 
found out when it devoured a 
quartet of standard Duracells in » 



ATN X-SIGHT EXCLUSIVE! 



I ’ve long given up on the ‘old dog 
- new tricks’ nonsense; 
especially the bit about not being 
able to teach the latter to the 
former. This particular old dog 
learns more new tricks and 
techniques as each year passes, 
and I’m delighted to do so, but, 
hand on heart, I found myself 
slightly bewildered by the 
brand-new ATN X-Sight. So much 
so, that I immediately booked it in 
for a full test in next month’s issue, 
which would give me a few weeks 
to explore thoroughly what it can 
do. Read this initial appraisal, and 
I think you’ll see why this 
remarkable sight, and I, deserve 
more time. 



FROM DUSK ‘TIL 





ATN X-SIGHT EXCLUSIVE! 
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' Now things become head- 
shakingly impressive' 



around an hour. This sight needs 
NiMH cells, and Scott Country 
sent me a high-quality set, 
complete with charging unit. 
These are rated for over four 
hours’ worth of continual use, so 
with a spare set in my pocket, I 
would be ready for anything. Now 
for a walk-through of those 
features. 



Day/Night Display: The X-Sight’s 
menu, accessed through its 
direction arrows on top of the unit, 
runs the whole show, and allows 
you to access its incredible array 
of modes and features. The first of 
these you’ll get sorted, is setting it 
on Day or Night mode. If 'Night’ is 
your mode of choice, then choose 
between a mono or green NV 
display. 

Reticle Choice: The unit offers 
three reticle types in either red, 
green or black. 

Light Amplification: Go for 

'Medium’ for normal use with an 
infra-red illuminator. There’s an 
illuminator supplied with the unit, 
but I much prefer the Nite Tek 
T38 supplied by Scott Country. 

You then adjust the screen 
brightness to suit your preference 
and the conditions and you’re 
ready to mount the X-Sight on 
your rifle. 



WEAVER SYSTEM 

This sight comes with a Weaver/ 
Picatinny mount as standard, 
so if your rifle has the 
standard 



11mm dovetail, you’re going to 
need an adaptor. Sportsmatch 
and Hawke have the very items, 
and it takes mere minutes to get 
the X-Sight fixed and ready for 
electronic zeroing. 



ZERO HOUR 

Zeroing the X-Sight is just like 
doing so with a scope . . . only 
different. The 'left-right-up-down’ 
shifts are controlled by the 
rubberised arrow buttons and 
even I found it easy to match 
pellet holes with crosshair, aided 
by the sight’s 5-18 x optical zoom, 
which is also controlled by the 
arrows. I was pleased to note that 
all settings are retained, and once 
you’ve chosen your preferences, 
you simply switch on the unit and, 
once you’ve selected 'Day’ or 
Night’ mode, you’re ready to 
shoot. 



plus a 



IMAGE CAPTURE 

Now things become head- 
shakingly impressive. The ATN 
X-Sight allows video filming, and 
stills photography, with sound, in 
day and night modes. Within the 
stills capture mode, there’s 
a timer and a 
'number of 
shots’ 
facility, 



It’s highly specialised, 
and so is its 
performance. 



The preferred power 
source. Lithium AAs are 
also reccommended. 



'delay’ to set the time between 
images taken. Add geotagging, 
preview and delete of phots/video 
content, and the storage capability 
provided by the Micro SD card, 
and you can see that I’ve got 
plenty to explore here. 



WIFI 

Yes, the X-Sight has WIFI, which 
means it can, through a free App, 
connect wirelessly to a 
smartphone or tablet and provide 
a remote screen facility, showing 
your hunting partner what you’re 
seeing. 



FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

Having set up the X-Sight and 
used it in the hunting field, I am 
beginning to get a handle on the 
reason for the sheer level of 
interest this device is generating. 
Yes, it’s not 'just’ a scope you 
can flick into NV mode when the 
fancy takes you, and it’s still a 
highly specialised instrument, but 
the more I explore it, the more I 
can see dedicated hunters 
making it part of their armoury. 

At 2.7lbs, without an IR 
illuminator, it’s no featherweight, 
but as a dusk through to dawn 
hunting sight, I’ve never used 
anything like it. I have so much 
more ‘research’ to do with this 
X-Sight, and few products have 
prompted me to get out there 
and put in the hours. One thing’s 
for sure; I’ll be able to work 
round the clock on this one. 

New tricks - here I 
come! ■ 



F C 00 



ATN X-SIGHT 
SPECIFICATION 



•Generation: Smart HD Optics 

•Magnification: 5-1 8x 
•Eye relief: 67 mm 

•Built-in IR: Detachable mount fitting 
provided for attaching your own IR 
device. 

•Sensor: HD 1080p ATN LI 30 Sensor 
•Display: 800 x 600 px 

•Diopter adjustment: ±5 

•Ports: Micro HDMI, Micro USB, Micro 
SD 

•Power: 4 AA-type batteries (ATN 
recommend Energizer Lithium AA 
batteries for a run time of 4-6hrs with 
WIFI disabled) 

•SD Card: 4 to 32 Gb 

•Video Out: 1080p at 30fps & 720 at 
60fps 

•Remote View Finder: Via I0S or 

Android app 

•Dimensions: 10.3 x 3.5 x 3.2”262 x 88 x 
82 mm 

•Weight: 2.7 lb/ 1.22 kg 
•Price: £779 

•Contact: www. scottcountry.co.uk Tel: 
01556 503 587 (09:00 - 17:00, Mon - Fri. 
Fax: 01556 502 235. Postal Address: 
Scott Country, 221-223 King Street, 

Castle Douglas, Scotland, DG7 IDT 
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SCHMIDT© BENDER 



12.S-50X56 FIELO TARGET II 



NEW - AVAILABLE 
FROM STOCK! 




Field Target Scopes of Schmidt & Bender are developed 
in close cooperation with world leading field target 
shooters all around the world. The new Field Target II 
scope features highest accuracy in distance measurement 
under all environmental conditions from 9 m up to 
infinity. Deviations of less than 2 % within temperature 
ranges from below 0 °C up to 40 °C at measurements of 
targets in distances of around 50 m make this Field Target 
scope an extraordinary reliable match winner. Tested by 



experienced shooters and proven by first places in 
national competitions, this newly designed scope already 
found its place amongst the worlds leading sports 
riflescopes. The magnetic clip-on wheel, the precisely 
engraved parallax cap, the integrated level and the 
double turn elevation turret with visible indicator make 
this scope additionally perfectly suitable for other sports 
applications such as benchrest-shooting and long range 
targeting. 



I HE C, R E A T 

^ BRITISH 

SHOOTING 

- SHOW 



FRI 13TH • SAT 14TH • SUN 1STH FEB 2015 



For more information about the 12.5-50x56 Field Target II scope and 
all other Schmidt & Bender products visit: www.schmidt-bender.com 




Schmidt & Bender GmbH & Co. KG | Am GroBacker 42 | D-35444 Biebertal, Germany | Phone: +49 (0) 6409 - 8115 - 0 | info@schmidt-bender.de | www.schmidt-bender.com 








When it comes to 
choosing a 
pre-charged 
sporter why look 
elsewhere! 

Beautifully designed 
and engineered, 
the HW100 is 
beyond compare 

Quick Fill facility - standard on all models 
New improved stock design - choice of; 
Walnut Sporting Stock - right hand only 
Walnut Thumbhole Stock 



WEiHiawat 



ambidextrous 

High Efficiency Silencer - standard on all models 
Fast-fire Side Lever Action - with two 14-shot magazines 

Power - 11.5 ft. lbs. 



Quite simply 

GERMANY'S FINEST 



Low-profile totally reliable auto -load system 



Complete with two 
magazines and two 
charging options 






kI 

CARTRIDGE 



HULL CARTRIDGE COMPANY LTD., 
BOIUTOFT AVENUE, NATIONAL 
AVENUE, HULL HU5 4HZ 

Scopes and mounts shown are at extra cost 



www.hullcartridge.co.uk 



Model 


Calibre 


Barrel length 


Weight 


HWIOGKTOF 


.177/22 


310mm 


3,4kg 


HW10GT OF 


.177/ .22 


410mm 


3.8kg 


HW100KS OF 


177/22 


31 Omm 


3.4kg 


HW10GS OF 


.177/. 22 


410mm 


3.8kg 



GM03.13/E/r 






MILEWSKI 



John Milewski examines an extremely special debut from 
yesteryear 



W hen the Webley Mark I air 
pistol was introduced in 
1924, it was an immediate 
success with buyers. Simply put, 
the pistol was of a build quality 
equal to the firm’s famous 
firearms, an attribute which 
became apparent as soon as the 
Webley was handled. Air pistols 
were available prior to the 
Webley’s introduction but in fairly 
small numbers and there was 
certainly a gap in the market for a 
quality, mass-produced pistol. 
Webley were able to offer their 
Mark I at a cost low enough to be 
relatively affordable but by no 
means ‘cheap’ in terms of quality. 



CONTEMPORARY VIEWS 
A review of the Mark I was 
published in the 14 October 1924 
issue of Country Life, where 
contemporary expert Max Baker 
explained, ‘No better means exists 
than the Webley air pistol for 
gaining skill in the use of the 
officer’s weapon.’ This gives us a 
clue to the pistol’s intended 
market. There were no formal air 
pistol competition leagues in 1924 
and affluent youngsters and their 
parents were seen as potential 
users of the Webley air pistol. 
Many of these youngsters were 
destined to join the armed forces 
and experience in pistol shooting 
was seen as an advantage for 



” AIR PISTOLS. 

KM* >n a., ft. I'rincip.1 Co»n.ri« of *. 

Perfect Safety. 



CALIBRE 



MARK I 

Price ... 30 ' 

l .stni inlcrchangcaWc llarrcl 10.'* 

WEIGHT *«■ LENGTH OVERALL 



„„l Vertical), which is cptO* «> 



TlH . " Webley ” Air Ml arc 

machined on the interchange w« and *»aran,«d >•> 
who arc manufacturers of b.gb 

s— 

ami for friendly rivalry m competitions. 

Webley No. 1 Oil Should be used on piston washers. I nee txi 



screw and grub scow. 

in 



SHOOTING. 



22 4 6 per UKX>. 



WEBLEY” SPECIAL PELLETS ARE 

.177 2/6 per UX)0. 



nication* fKould 



AH commu 



when service revolvers took the 
place of air pistols. 

Webley also made a point of 
suggesting their air pistol was 
suitable as a training arm and the 
first handbooks for the Mark I 
even contained illustrations of the 



The Webley Mark I air pistol was accurate enough for Webley to 
contemplate making a de-luxe target version. This one made a good 
account of itself at a modern Pistol HFT shoot and attained 2nd place! 



air pistol in use aboard battleships. 
By his own admission, Mr Baker 
was no pistol expert and his initial 
efforts resulted in wild shots being 
fired. He soon realised that a 
combination of a quivering sight 
picture and jerky trigger release 
were the main culprits for his poor 



Notice how the! 

Mark II (right) is|| 
laterally and vertically, 
to vertical only on the! 



performance. After a little practice, 
Mr Baker proved the pistol’s worth 
as a trainer by hitting a 
condensed milk tin with 
monotonous frequency at 10 
yards. Presently he was able to 
achieve 10-shot, 2-inch groups at 
the same distance. 

Webley soon grasped that their 
Mark I was capable of grouping 
consistently enough for some 
owners to realise that their 
personal shooting style resulted in 
shots landing to the left or right of 
the point of aim. The rearsight was 
only adjustable for elevation and 
this minor limitation, together with 
the Mark I’s phenomenal success, 
was enough to encourage Webley 
to introduce a de-luxe model in 
1925. 



VINTAGE AIRGUNS 
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VINTAGE AIRGUNS 




the straight grip profile of the 
Webley air pistol was seen as 
resembling a semi-automatic 
firearm of the period and this 
classic design remains attractive to 
collectors who also shoot. Not only 



A TARGET MODEL 
This new model was named the 
'Webley Air Pistol Mark II (Target 
Model)’ and incorporated a 
rearsight, which was adjustable 
laterally as well as vertically. 

Rather than the plain walnut used 
on the Mark I, grips were made 
from the same vulcanite material 
that was used on the company’s 
firearms. They also featured an 
attractive monogram of the 
company’s initials at the top of 
each grip or ‘stock side’ as Webley 
called them. 

Metal piston rings replaced 
leather washers in an attempt to 
increase velocity and these worked 
on the same principle as an 



1st Series Mark II showing early 
markings. Note no international patents 
present. Photo courtesy of Andrew Orr 
- Holt’s Auctioneers. 

through controlled dieseling. 

The March 1925 issue of The 
Sporting Goods Review reported 
that Webley had commenced work 
on a Mark II version of their air 
pistol for match shooting, and the 
June 1925 issue carried the first 
known advert for the new pistol 
(John Atkins - Air Gunner August 
1993). The pistol was made in 
three distinct variants, which I 
intend to describe in detail next 
month and was made until 1930. 



Mark II by this time. 

NUMBERS GAME 
The Mark II was serial numbered 
within the same sequence as the 
Mark I, with numbers roughly 
falling between 10000 and just 
under 40000. Because these 
numbers were shared with the 
Mark I, it is not possible to provide 
total production numbers with any 
degree of certainty. Estimates vary 
between five and ten thousand 
but these are at best guesses and 
true volumes are probably 
somewhere between these two 
numbers. 



"this classic design remains attractive 
to collectors who also shoot" 



internal combustion engine. 
Webley owners were encouraged 
to keep the piston rings well 
lubricated and the pistol achieved 
increased velocity over the Mark I 



The June 1930 A.G. Parker 
catalogue included an advert for 
the straight-gripped Webley 
Senior, which had displaced the 



A 1929 Webley advert for the Mark 
H highlights the pistol’s de-luxe, h c 

’^Webley" Air Pistol 

MARK II. TARGET MODEL. 

Calibre 177 or 22. 




The “Webley” Air Pistol Mark II .s a Model de Luxe especially 
designed tor match shooting. It contains all the leading points 
of Mark 1 with the following additions : 

1. Adjustable Backsight (both Lateral and Vertical), which U capable of 
being regulated within fine limit*. 

2 Solid Back Knd, eliminating breech screw and K™b screw. 

3 n*,„ fmcJ wHk special ring, in place «f washer., giring increased 

velocity and durability. » 

4 Increased accessibility for stripping. 

5 Special Vulcanite Stock Sides. 



WEBLEY & 

WEAMAN STREET Trade 

BIRMINGHAM 



RcgntiNcd 



SCOTT L td. 

1 Mmk S3* VICTORIA STREET 

LONDON, S.W.l 




Webley claimed their new Mark 
II air pistol was suitable for match 
shooting and, using a two-handed 
grip, I was able to achieve 5-shot 
groups of just over an inch at 6 
yards with .22 FTT pellets. I found 
the trigger pull slightly heavy but 
resisted the temptation to adjust it 
in order to maintain the existing 
safe pull. Like Max Baker had 
done some 90 years previously, I 
was able to hit a tin can with 
monotonous regularity when I 
extended the distance to 10 yards 
and herewith for me, lay the 
attraction of this particular 
collectable. 

When new during the 1920s, 



do you have a desirable 
collectors’ item but also one which 
is capable of superior accuracy to 
some pistols on the market today. 
Just don’t forget to wipe over the 
pistol with an oily rag before you 
put it away! ■ 

Sources and references 
Country Life - 14 October 1924 
The Sporting Goods Review March and 
June 1925 

Webley Air Pistols brochures - undated 
from c.1927 and 1929 
A.G. Parker catalogue June 1930 
Airgun Collection by John Atkins - 
Airgunner August 1993 
Andrew Orr - Holts Auctioneers 
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SPECIAL 



!.COM 01268 780730/784469 SALES@THE/ 

THE AIRGUN CENTRE. 107 LONDON RD (A129). RAYLEIGH. ESSEX SS6 9AX 



1 ^ 

PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


(RIFLE ONLY £808) *] 


® DAYSTATE HUNTSMAN REGAL 


@ DEDEN SUPER SLING AND SWIVELS 


f @ TOP QUALITY HAWKE MOUNT 


® DEBEN BI-POD . 


j ® HAWKE ECLIPSE 3-12 X 50 AO IR OR 


@ TEST CERTIFICATE 


4-16 X 50 AO IR MIL-DOT TELESCOPIC SIGHT 


® LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


® DAYSTATE MARK 6 SILENCER 


® FREE SERVICING FOR LIFE 


® DAYSTATE HARD CASE 

| ® 


® PACK OF TARGETS 

© 1 


\ , $ .it 






NEWiCrosman 

MORE SPEED MORE POWER SMOOTHER SHOOTING 



THE TRAIL NP PISTOL 

Crosman is revolutionising air pistols 
with the Trail NP pistol - using the 
same Nitro Piston® technology 
from the brilliantly successful / ' 

Trail series rifles. „ ... * v .■ , 




> 







A/jJjtCr • 

pistonV 



Super smooth Nitro Piston power unit 
Powerful - 4 ft/lb of energy 
Ambidextrous synthetic grip 
Break-barrel cocking 
Fully adjustable open sights, with fibre 
optic front sight 
Dove tail for mounting a scope 
Beautifully balanced at 1.58 Kg 



'QCfYtAIT www.a-s-i.co.uk Exclusively imported by ASI 

Tel: + 44 (0) 1728 688555 Email: info@a-s-i.co.uk 




CORPORATION 





HATSAN AT44TX 



B. 



FOLLOW-UP T 



I ’ve been doing these follow-up 
tests for quite a while now, and, 
as these things tend to do, they’ve 
evolved from the original concept. 

I began doing them for the basic 
reason that a month, minus the 
time it takes to get each issue of 
Airgun World through production, 
simply isn’t enough time really to 
explore the capabilities and 
potential of a new air rifle. 

I still believe, in most cases, that 
this is true and that the extra test 
sessions are entirely justified, but 
as I compare my initial results with 
the ones I’m getting from the 
follow-up tests, I’m not seeing 
much in the way of contrast. 
There’s a little ‘settling down’ of 
power and consistency, which is 
no big news, and now and again I 
see something about a rifle either 
grow on me or annoy me, but the 
fact is there’s nothing spectacular 
in terms of mechanical change. 
The largest shift is clear and 
decisive, though, and it relates to 
the change in my ability to make 
the most of each rifle’s features, 



and thereby extract the best from 
it. There’s no doubt about is, time 
and experience has no substitute 
when it comes to realising the full 
potential of our hardware. 

NEW DIRECTION 

Thus, this retrospective fact- 
finding mission of mine has 
brought a new direction to the 
follow-up tests. From nowon, 
while still reporting any significant 
alterations in mechanical 
performance, I’ll be doing my best 
to pass on what the extended 
testing has taught me about the 
best way to shoot these rifles. I 
believe this will provide a far better 
service to our readers, and not just 
those who 
own the 
test 

subject, 
either. 

What works 
for one 

model will often do so for others, 
and I’m confident that there will 
be plenty of ideas worth trying in 



the issues to come. That’s the new 
deal, then, and the first rifle at the 
centre of it is the Hatsan AT44 TX 
1022, so let’s see how to make the 
most of one. 

ROUND UP 

As reported last month, the AT44 



in an adjustable, synthetic, 
ambidextrous stock, that offers 
tremendous value for money for 
it’s £410 price tag. This rifle’s 
trigger is truly excellent, its 
autoload system can’t be 
double-loaded, the stock can be 
adjusted to fit a huge variety of 



"Accuracy is on the ' blimey ' side 
of commendable' 



TX is a 10-shot, side lever, 
pre-charged pneumatic, dressed 



shooters, and accuracy is on the 
blimey!’ side of commendable. » 




Pretty much anyone caruget^^. 
remarkable results with this gear 
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HATSAN AT44 TX 





you’ve got an equally perfect sight 
picture through your scope. Once 
you’ve done this, put away the 
rifle, safely of course, and go and 
make yourself a cup of tea, or set 
out some targets. 



FINE-TUNING FIT 

Give it at least 10 minutes, then 
return to your rifle, pick it up, face 
safely downrange, assume your 
normal standing stance, but don’t 
shoulder the rifle yet. 

Next, close your eyes and keep 
them closed as you shoulder the 
rifle and settle into your perfect 
position. When everything feels 
ust right, 
open your 
eyes. If 
you have to 
move your 
head to acquire 
a proper sight picture, 
you have more adjustments to 
make. If you open your eyes and 
the scope is in perfect position, 
you’re set to get the most out of 
your hardware. 

By closing your eyes, you prevent 
yourself accommodating the rifle, 
when it should be the other way 
round, of course. 

Many shooters go through their 
entire lives adapting themselves to 
their rifles and scopes, when a few 
moments’ work would easily 
expose any compromise. 

What you do once you discover 
that your rifle’scope combination 
doesn’t fit you perfectly dictates 
what type of shooter you are, and 
all types are perfectly valid. 
However, if you genuinely want 
the best from yourself and your 
gear, you won’t make do as far as 
gun fit is concerned. It’s up to you, 
but it is a major factor in where 
your shooting will go. 



I had a few niggles, mainly about 
the rattle from the sling, and as it 
turns out, the spare magazines, 
and I wasn’t fond of the cluster of 
Weaver rails at the fore end. Well, 
these negatives can be sorted 
extremely quickly, and doing so 
represents exactly what the new 
direction of this test is all about. 
First, either replace the rattly 
sprung clips on the, otherwise 
serviceable, sling, or tape them up 
so they can’t jangle annoyingly at 
every step. Personally, I’d replace 
them. 

As for those Weaver rails, I’d 
remove them, at least the two 
side-mounted ones, and I’d even 
seriously a bit of smoothing and 
filling to made the fore end tip 
more finger-friendly. These steps 
are entirely worth taking, because 
the performance and 



potential of this rifle are so high. 
What began as ‘not my sort of 
rifle’, although others have 
qualified for this prejudice-driven 
tag, has now become something 
of a project rifle, and one that 
pleases me greatly, mainly due to 
its pure accuracy. Here’s how to 
get your full quota of it. 

SET UP FOR SUCCESS 

I know I’ve gone on at length 
about taking extreme amounts of 
time to set up any adjustable rifle 
to suit your best shooting style, but 
to under-emphasise that feature, 
here, would be plain old wrong. Of 
course, the AT44 TX doesn’t have 



the wealth of adjustment options 
provided by, say, the Air Arms 
Ultimate Sporter, but that cheek 
piece and pull-length tweak is 
truly worth exploiting to the max. 
As ever, wear your usual shooting 
jacket and whatever you wear 
under it, before beginning the 
setup procedure, and make sure 
you have your scope-shifting 
spanners with you, too, because 
you’ll need to move your sight if 
optimum efficiency dictates. 

Now, make your first 
adjustments to the butt and cheek 
piece and settle behind the scope. 
Keep adjusting, in tiny increments, 
until everything feels perfect and 



'That cheek piece and pull-length 
tweak is truly worth exploiting 1 
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BACK TO BASICS 
The Hatsan AT44 TX 1022, like all 
rifles with the potential to produce 
top accuracy, will demand that 
you undertake extensive pellet 
tests. Yes that’s obvious, but it’s 
staggering just how many don’t 
bother doing it. Too many find a 
pellet that performs well in a 
particular gun, then stick with that 
pellet no matter what. The test rifle 
loved Air Arms Diabolo Field, as 
do many different models, but I 
tested it with 10 different types 
before settling on the Fields, and I 
wouldn’t be in the least surprised 
to find another example of the 
same model showing a preference 
for something else. Do those tests. 
It’s compulsory. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

The Hatsan AT44 TX is a rifle that 
performs to a far higher level than 
its price tag would have you expect. 
Its styling won’t suit everyone, but it 
will certainly fit most. It has a truly 
excellent trigger and autoload 
system, plus its accuracy is right 
up there with some of the best I’ve 
ever tested. A few details need 
sorting, mainly the rattles and that 



TECH SPEC 



Model: AT44TX-1022 

Manufacturer: Hatsan 
Country of origin: Turkey 

Type: Ambidextrous, pre-charged, 
multi-shot, tactical sporter 

Calibre: .22. 

Cocking: Sidelever 

Loading: Via removable, 10-shot rotary 
magazine 

Trigger: 2-stage, adjustable unit 

Stock type: Synthetic, ambidextrous, 
matte-black skeleton type 

Weight: 4 kg (8.8lbs) unscoped 
Length: 1003mm (39.5ins) fully extended 
Barrel: 487mm (19 ins) 

Fill pressure: 200-bar 
Shots per charge: 60-plus 
Variation over 40 shots: 14 fps 
Average energy: 11.4 ft. lbs. 

Best group at 45 yards: 24 mm 

diameter 

Favoured pellet of test rifle: Air Arms 
Diabolo Field 

Contact: Edgar Brothers on: 01625 
613177 

www.shootingsports.edgarbrothers.com 



RRP £410 



cluster of Weaver adaptors up 
front, and I’d find some way of 
fitting a sliding butt pad, but 
everything you need is there, and 
that adjustable stock is a massive 
bonus. 

I’ve been genuinely surprised, even 
shocked, by the performance of 
this rifle, and I would strongly 
recommend anyone in the market 
for an affordable, practical, 
easy-to-use and extremely capable 
hunting rifle to take a close look at 
the Hatsan AT44 TX 1022. ■ 
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EVERYDAY HUNTER 



LAMPING 






Nigel Jones is out lamping this 
month - and as always, he 
does things his way 



'' ^ Tw % 








/ , 

« 1 . . 


A rriving at the farm at 
# \ 10.30pm, 1 started to get 




the Ultimate Sporter’s magazine 


1 


with not a care in world. 


• 


the rifle high enough to clear 




with 10, .177 Air Arms Field 




As 1 stalked closer to the 


i 


the dip 1 was standing in, 


my kit ready and immediately 




pellets, and I’m ready for the 




grazing rabbits 1 noticed the 




unless 1 extended the legs, but 


decided to fit the red filter to 




off. 




grass was a bit crunchy. There 




thankfully 1 managed to do that 


the lamp, just in case the 


£ 


) x V 




was a slight ground frost, 




without spooking my 'target’ 


rabbits spooked off the white 


fa 


LOOKING PROMISING 


% 


meaning 1 would have to go into 




rabbit or any of those feeding 


beam. Rabbits are a bit skittish 


A‘ 

D 


All set, 1 had a quick systems 


A> 

N 


full stealth mode and consider 




near it. With the rabbit clearly 


in certain situations, but 


C: 


check, made sure 1 had the 


* 


each footfall. Moving forward a 


EL 


defined in the red glow of my 


lamping kits these days offer an 




wind in my face to carry my 


51 


little more, 1 arrived in range, 




head lamp, 1 began to take aim, 


array of filter colours, and if you 




scent away from my direction of 


§ 


and flicked on the lamp. 


& 


carefully picking my kill-zone 


find one that suits the rabbits 


J 


travel, and headed straight to 




Sometimes, when you place the 




and concentrating on the shot. 


on your patch, stick with it. 


:* 


the first field 1 wanted to cover. 


V 


beam directly on rabbits they 




1 have studied and learned 


Unlike most, 1 use a 


4 


As 1 switched on my lamp for a 


start to move about, even if you 




from the best, and 1 take 


head-mounted lamp as my 


fn 


two-second sweep, it looked 


£39 


use a filter, and this is where 




careful steps to ensure my shot 


main light source, and 1 set it 




promising ... very promising 


* 


skill with the headlamp comes 




placement is exactly centre 


up by aligning it over my left 


yf 


indeed. There were eyes 


^ St 

p 


into the equation. 1 keep the 




mass of the brain area of the 


eye, with the lamp switched on, 




glowing back at me from the 


main beam in front of my 




rabbit’s skull. This gives me 


then 1 raise my rifle to look 




centre of the fields and as 1 


za 


quarry so it doesn’t run into the 


i 

M 


satisfaction that the rabbit will 


down the scope. I’m right- 




crept silently forward in the 


h‘\ 

H 


light, but tracking the glow of 




go down for definite, and it’s 


handed, so the beam of my 




darkness, another brief recce’ 


| 


the rabbits’ eyes 1 know exactly 


f. 


killed humanely and instantly. 


lamp has to shine down the left 


») 


with the red-filtered lamp 


m 


where they are. 


k 


Next, 1 carefully press through 


side of the scope, and 1 


p 


revealed a sizeable head of 






i 


the sweet, two-stage trigger, 


carefully adjust the lamp so its 




rabbits sitting out. That filter 


jK 


EXTENDED LEGS 




sending my pellet to its mark. 


spot aligns with the scope’s 


% 


seemed to be working and the 


r. 


At this point, 1 usually go prone 




Crack! Down goes the rabbit 


crosshair at 30 yards, and 


'V 


rabbits weren’t fazed at all, just 


V 


and take the shot, but 1 could 


f s 


without a twitch, and that’s the 


that’s it - job done. Then 1 load 


1 


sitting pretty, munching away 


I 


see that my bi-pod wouldn’t lift 




first one in the bag. Luckily, 1 


\ +<'./'* * 7* vtv IL Jhs\\ 
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had a chance of a second no 
more than five yards from the 
first, and cycling the Ultimate 
Sporter’s bolt smoothly and 
deliberately, I claimed rabbit 
number two, giving myself a 
great start to the night with a 
welcome brace. I don’t want to 
lug rabbits round the field with 
me, so I decided to hock them 
and hang them on a handy 
fence for later collection. 
Hanging rabbits like this makes 
them easier to spot on my 
collection round, and prevents 
foxes stealing a free meal that I 
have worked so hard for. 

SECOND FIELD 

With those rabbits safely 
stashed, I made tracks into a 
smaller field to see if my luck 
was still holding and 
immediately spotted three 
rabbits grazing at about 40 
yards. Game on, again! Right 
back in full stealth mode, I 
slowly crept toward the rabbits, 
then at about 30 yards away, I 
paused to check with the lamp. 
Two of the rabbits bolted, and it 
wasn’t looking good, but with 
just one left out there I still had 
a chance. 

Then, just as I took aim, a 
roosting wood pigeon exploded 
from a nearby tree and clattered 
off into the night, taking any 
chance of that rabbit with it. I 
said, ‘flip!’ or ‘fancy that’, and 



moved on, leaving my lamp 
permanently on this time. I 
decided to do this because, 
although the head lamp’s beam 
overpowered the glow of street 
lamps and security lights in the 
distance, the blanket of glow 
under the low cloud helped to 
disguise my intentions far more 
than a pitch-black night ever 
could. 

COMMON SCENTS 

Moving on again, I decided to go 
around the brow of a nearby hill 
which allowed me to keep any 
breeze blowing towards me, 
making sure the rabbits didn’t 
pick up my scent; not that I 
would have any above the 
stench of my camouflage 
clothing. Being old school, I 
never allow any shooting apparel 
near a washing machine, so it 
smells only of nature itself. If my 
gear gets too muddy, I give it a 
swill in rain water only; none of 
that UV brighteners mumbo- 
jumbo going on with my 
camouflage. While I’m on the 
subject, lay off the Lynx, OK? 
Rabbits ain’t going to fancy you, 
but they’ll certainly smell you 



half a mile away. Save all that for 
a real night out with your 
non-hunting partner. 

On moving round the hill I 
spotted another rabbit no more 
than 25 yards away, so I decide 
to go prone for this one. Taking 
aim, I settled the rifle so the 
crosshairs were level to 
complete the shot, and the 
Deben bi-pod’s variable tilt 
feature really earns its keep 
when the ground is uneven. I 
took aim on the coney’s skull 
and slipped the rifle’s trigger, 
milliseconds before a ‘smack’ 
signalled another folding rabbit. 
What a ‘smack’ it was, too, and 
whilst there’s usually the chance 
of a one-two on occasions like 
this, that sound put paid to any 
follow-up. 



KEEP MOVING 

Three rabbits in the bag - or on 
the fence in this case - and it 
was time to check out the last of 
the three fields on this 
permission. I know this 
particular field holds a good 
head of rabbits, from stalking 
sessions earlier in the year, but 
as I scanned the grassland with 
my headlamp I picked up 
nothing. 

This wasn’t as bad as it 
seemed because all the main 
warrens are at the base of the 
field, and moving toward the 
known hotspots, I picked out a 
couple of rabbits at 35 yards. 
Immediately, I moved forward, 
closing the range to my 
preferred 30 yards, dropped to 
a sitting stance and placed the 









aware of what lies ahead of your quarry. 

Make sure you don’t wear any deodorant or 
after-shave and always keep the breeze in 
your face. 

Wear waterproof boots with good grip. 

Make sure your knife is sharpened for gutting 
and hocking rabbits. 

Carry a fully-charged spare battery for long 
lamping forays and a spare bulb for your 
lamp. 



Start your lamping at around 11pm; this gives 
rabbits time to get out into the fields. 

Don’t go out when the moon is bright and the 
sky is clear. Dark, overcast, breezy, and 
drizzly nights are best for lamping. 

When entering fields via farm gates, make 
sure you climb over at the hinge end. This 
prevents damage to the gate and maintains 
the silence you need. 



Always make sure you carry your written 
permission. 

Carry your mobile phone just in case. 

Always tell your local police where you are 
lamping, shooting, and get an incident 
number. 

Tell someone where you are just in case an 
accident does occur and you don’t have any 
signal or access to your mobile. 

Before you take any shot make sure you are 



scent trails, but sometimes 
lose track of these in heavy rain 
or if you move them off with 
your lamp. Then, they often 
crouch down flat, thinking they 
can’t be seen. I’ve stalked 
rabbits to withinlO yards doing 
this, and this is how I bagged 
my fifth of the night, with a nice 
close-range, free-standing shot, 
just aiming high because the 
target was outside my ‘first zero’ 
point. 



hocked 

rabbits on the way back to 
the car. 

I’ll be out again in a few 
nights’ time, and I’ll work the 
‘rabbit fields’ of all my 
permissions fairly intensively 
until severe weather calls a halt 
to it all. Lamping can be 
incredibly productive, if you 
know what you’re doing and 
you’re aware of a few simple 
rules. I’ve included some of 
these in this article, but if you 
want to know more, please 
contact the magazine and I’ll do 
my best to help. 

Until next month, then. 



AMBUSH 

For my next move I had a little 
session in the bottom corner of 
the field, ambushing, just as I do 
during the summer months. 

I simply sat down, checking M 
every ten minutes with my M 
lamp to see if any rabbits m 
would emerge, and they H 
certainly did. My little H 

rabbit lamping ambush |H 
session was a big success 
and I added a further JjK 
nine rabbits by 4am. By ® 
that time I was freezing, 
so I decided to head off ~ | 
home, collecting my : : S 



crosshair on the rabbit’s head 
The shot connected perfectly, 
bowling over rabbit number 
four, which I retrieved 
immediately. 



worked these fields well, so, still 
mindful of the wind direction, I 
set off around the perimeter. 
Patrolling the outside of the field 
allows me to ‘work’ rabbits 
toward the middle, where they 
can’t scoot into burrows, hedge 
bottoms or bramble thickets. 
Also, rabbits follow their own 



LOOKING FOR MORE 

I knew there were more 
opportunities available if I 



LAMPING 



NIGEL’S LAMPING REMINDERS 



My little rabbit lamping ambush session 
was a big success " 
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BIPODS 



SUPPORTING 

Phill Price discovers a couple of 
Webleys to stop the wobblies 






" They feel well made and 
solid , which means that they 
do weigh a fair bit " 




noise as the legs 
are deployed. 
Once they're 



Where the clamp touches 
the stock, it is padded to 
prevent marking. 



Like the original, it's attached by 
clamping onto the front sling 
swivel stud, and the mechanism 
that holds it also tightens it against 
the fore end to ensure that there's 
no unwanted movement. There’s 
a small stud that you can attach 
your sling to in replacement. 

The legs are controlled by two 
very sturdy springs that have 
plastic coatings to 
eliminate any 



down, quick-release buttons free 
the lower legs that adjust for 
height. There are two models: a 6” 
to 9” and a 9” to 13”. I found the 
longer version suited me best. 

In order to compensate for 
uneven ground the head of the 
bipod has a tilting function to 
ensure that you don’t cant your 
rifle and cause inaccuracy. This is 
controlled by a friction device that 
I found was best kept quite snug. 
They feel well made and solid, 
which means that they do weigh a 
fair bit, but I'd rather carry a heavy 
bipod that works 100%, than a 
lightweight one that wobbles. 

The icing on the cake with these 
is that they’re almost half the price 
of the original, making them an 
absolute bargain. ■ 



I f you shoot from the prone 
oosition reeularlv then vou 



I position regularly then you owe it 
to yourself to buy a bipod. The 
stability you gain makes it one of 
the most certain accessories to 
help you fill your game bag. 

During the summer when I want 
to shoot rabbits on well-grazed 
paddocks I take a bipod every 
time. Ranges tend to be longer on 
open land and I try to find some 
cover away and downwind of the 



warren to hide with th< 
rifle rested on the bipod. In thi: 
way I’m ready to shoot as the 
rabbits come out to feed. 

It's immediately apparent that 
the Webley bipod is closely based 
on the classic Harris-style which 
has been the industry standard for 
over 30 years. It’s been hard to 
improve upon because the 
designers got it right first time. The 
construction is all metal apart from 
the rubber feet and the pads that 
cushion the stock from the saddle. 
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UBC 



U.B.C. ALARM 

Paddy Egan tells us of the UBC's 'A Local Area Response Militia' competition 



W e like our themed 

competitions, and this time 
we wanted to come up with an 
‘end of the world’ scenario. So, we 
put our heads together and after 
some emails and ideas John 
Smith put together a 
Comprehensive ‘Walk Through’ 
pdf to get anyone interested into 
what laid ahead 
Once people signed up they 
had a Training Assessment Pack 
emailed over, which had all the 
rules for the courses of fire and 
targets to complete. Within this 
there were six stages with three 
different roundel targets. The 
targets and courses of fire were 
based on NRA (USA) rules for 
centrefire, 50-foot target shooting, 
but the targets were scaled for use 
at six yards. Airguns required were 
any multi-shot air or airsoft pistol 
and rifle. The rifle didn’t need to 
be multi-shot to allow competitors 
to use single-shot springers if they 
wished. The first three stages 
were for pistols, with time limits of 
1 minute, 12 seconds and six 
seconds to complete the tasks 
assigned to each one. With the 
rifle stages you had longer time 
limits as these were aimed at 
being controlled shooting. 

However, the last stage was set for 
four minutes, but if the rifle was 
magazine fed, you were only 
allowed one magazine and these 





villain. You had 30 seconds to 
complete this total of 12 shots. 



Stage 3 was a target designed so 
that every competitor shot a 
different course of fire. You were 
confronted by a group of villains 
holding several hostages. There 
were nine people in the group, set 
out in a 3 x 3 grid, five of which 
were hostages. The distribution of 
the four villains was determined by 
the throw of a standard dice and 
this was repeated six times, each 



had to be reloaded within the 
timescale, which evened the field 
out for any single-shot rifles being 
used. These targets were to be set 
out at our usual distance of six 
yards, as it is the most commonly 
available space especially for 
people who shoot in their gardens, 
garages or lofts. 



TRAINING COMPLETE 

Once the training was completed, 
people would send me the 
scorecard for their proficiency 
certificate and in return I would 
send them the full mission pack. 
This is the usual pattern for our 
simulated ‘real life’ competitions. 
Training was to set you up for the 
mission ahead with the 
techniques, timings and set-ups 
that you would be required to use. 

On to the mission, which was 
set out in six stages (three pistol 
followed by two rifle, plus a novel 
rifle and pistol combined scenario) 



with three themed targets. 



EACH STAGE HAD ITS 
OWN STORY BEHIND IT: 

Stage 1 was a hostage held by two 
assailants. You had a 12-second 
time limit and on the signal to go 
you raised the pistol to the aim 
and fired two shots at the left 
villain, two shots at the right villain, 
back to the left for one shot and 
then returned to the right villain for 
the final shot, a total of six shots. 



Stage 2 used the same target with 
both head and body shots plus a 
magazine change as an extra 
challenge within the time limit. On 
the signal to go, you raised pistol 
to the aim and fired three shots to 
the body of the left villain followed 
by three shots to the body of the 
right villain. Eject and reload the 
magazine and repeat the two sets 
of three shots, but this time to the 
heads of first the left then the right 



" The first three stages were for pistols with time limits of 1 minute, 12 seconds 
and 6 seconds to complete the tasks assigned to each one" 
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UBC COMPETITION 



with a new throw of the dice. You 
had 10 seconds to shoot each 
string of four shots. 

Stage 4 was the first rifle target 



was an A4 photo of city rooftops 
and the actual target for scoring 
was the second sheet of 10 men 
'hidden’ from the competitor by 



"/ quite enjoyed the novelty of 
switching between rifle and pistol " 



and used the same 3 x 3 target of 
nine people as in stage 3. This 
was a rapid rifle fire target. Three 
shots had to be fired at each one 
- one shot to the head and two 
shots to the body (total number of 
shots is 27). You had seven 
minutes to complete the course. 

Stage 5 simulated a sniper rifle 
situation. There are two target 
sheets involved. The first sheet 



being placed behind the first 
sheet. The locations of these 10 
targets were marked on the photo 
sheet by small numbered red 
circles (the 'men’ were so well 
hidden they couldn’t be seen by 
the naked eye!). You had to fire 
10 shots standing with no support 
used; followed by a further 10 
shots, but this time you could use 
any stance and any sort of rest 
you liked for the rifle. A copy of 





the photo sheet with red circles 
could be placed by the 
competitor’s side to simulate a 
spotter’s view of the targets 

Stage 6 was the same nine-man 
target as for stages 3 and 4 but 
this time the rifle and pistol was 
used alternately for each man. On 
the signal to go, you took up the 
rifle and fired one shot at the first 
man. Lay the rifle down, take the 
pistol and fire one shot at the 
second man and so on with three 
shots for the final central ninth 
man, one from the rifle and then 
two rapid fire from the pistol all in 
the two minutes. 

UBC Member Adrian tells us his 
thoughts of the mission: 

'It certainly was a varied, 
interesting and very challenging 
competition. Having a “Paddy’s 



Angels” (hostage in the middle of 
two baddies target) scenario for 
Stages 1 and 2 meant it was 
'straight in at the deep end’ where 
any fliers could result in starting 
the mission with a negative score! 
So I tended to aim on the side of 
caution ... resulting in four missed 
shots, but the hostage survived! 

Whilst all stages had their own 
merits, I think it was the third 
where the course of shooting was 
decided by the throw of a dice 
which was the one I enjoyed the 
most and one which I intend to 
use for practising in the garden. 
Stage 4 was a relatively quick one 
for me as I was using an AEG and 
feel I should have made more use 
of the time allocated (although I 
was still very pleased with the 
score I achieved). 




Stage 5 was another very 
interesting idea and quite a 
challenge ... it might have used up 
a bit of ink, but what a devilishly 
clever idea. Finally, we have Stage 
6, which if I was asked to choose 
my favourite part of the 
competition (a difficult question) 
would hold equal position with 
Stage 3 as I quite enjoyed the 
novelty of switching between rifle 
and pistol. 

Thanks again to everyone 
involved, especially Paddy and 
John.’ 

As Adrian suggested, we have 
gone straight into the production 
of a variation of these themes for a 
Spring Competition which will be 
designed for two separate 
categories. One will be lead-pellet- 
firing pistols and rifles and a 
separate category will be for BB 
pistols and rifles. ■ 
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PACKAGE INCLUDES: 



(RIFLE ONLY £1,420) 



DAYSTATE AIRWOLF M.C.T. 

SCOPE MOUNTS 

HAWKE ECLIPSE 3-12X50 AO IROR 
4-16 X 50 AO IR MIL-DOT TELESCOPIC SIGHT 
UNCLE BOB’S BI-POD BRACKET 
DEBEN TILT BI-POD 



® DEBEN SUPER SLING AND SWIVELS 
@ MK6 CARBON FIBRE SILENCER 
® DAYSTATE HARD CASE 
@ PACK OF TARGETS 
® LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
® FREE SERVICING FOR LIFE 



THEAIRGUNCENTRE.COM 01 268 780730 / 784469 SALES@THEAIRGUNCENTRE.CO.UK 

THE AIRGUN CENTRE. 107 LONDON RD (A129), RAYLEIGH, ESSEX SS6 9AX 
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PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

@ DAYSTATE AIRWOLF M.C.T. TACTICAL 
@ SCOPE MOUNTS 
@ HAWKE ECLIPSE 3-12 X 50 AO IR OR 

4-16 X 50 AO IR MIL-DOT TELESCOPIC SIGHT 

(§) UNCLE BOB’S BI-POD BRACKET 
@ DEBEN TILT BI-POD 



(RIFLE ONLY £1,420 ) 

@ DEBEN SUPER SLING AND SWIVELS 
@ MK6 CARBON FIBRE SILENCER 
® DAYSTATE HARD CASE 
@ PACK OF TARGETS 
@ LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
@ FREE SERVICING FOR LIFE 
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HUGE STOCKS NEXT DAY DELIVERY 









BSA R-10 HIGH-POWER 




This .25 FAC BSA R-10 is a 
hard hitter 



I ’ve always liked the idea of 
hunting with a 'big-bore' rifle, 
namely .25 calibre, but in my 
opinion they offer no advantages 
at 12 ft.lbs. over the more popular 
calibres. However, at high-power, 
say around 30 ft.lbs. it starts to 
make sense in my eyes. I’ve 
spoken to a number of 
manufacturers who make them for 
the export market because the 
calibre tends to extract the 
maximum muzzle energy from 
most PCPs. However, in the UK 
there seems to be little interest, so 
I jumped at the chance to test one 
when BSA told me that they offer 
the R-10 Mk2 in .25 high-power. 
Muzzle energy should exceed 
30ft. lbs. and what’s more it’s a 
gun I know well, as I own a .22 for 
ratting work. 



They allowed me to 
select the camouflaged stock, 
which I like for the purpose I had 
in mind. Over the winter I enjoy 
what I consider to be the cream of 
airgun sport, which is culling 
squirrels on the game shooting 
estates where I work my gundogs. 
The keepers hate squirrels, as do 
the foresters and gardeners, for 
that matter, so my efforts to 
reduce their numbers are always 
welcome. My go-to rifle is my 
Daystate Mk4 iS in .22 calibre that 
launches Air Arms Field pellets at 
930 fps and is the best squirrel 
gun I’ve ever tried. It’s not so 
much how hard these pellet strike, 
but the flatness of the trajectory 
and their ability to fly straight in 
the wind that makes the effort of 
getting a firearm certificate worth it 



for me. The rifle and pellet 
combination is also the most 
accurate I’ve ever tried, a factor 
that becomes more important as 
range increases. 

SHROUDED 

The R-10 high-power looks no 
different to the 12 ft.lbs. model 
apart from the longer barrel and 
shroud assembly. If I’d had the 
chance I’d have asked for a 
conventional silencer rather than a 
shroud, because in the past I’ve 
found that combination to be far 
quieter. So, imagine my surprise 
when I heard just how little noise 
this rifle makes. It’s possible to 
add a screw-on silencer to make it 



quieter still, but I felt no need. 

I fitted my workhorse Hawke 
Airmax 30 scope and zeroed the 
rifle with Air Arms Field pellets 
which weigh 25.4 grains in .25 
and was stunned by the accuracy. 
The firing cycle feels little different 
to my other R-10 and I found it 
easy to get tight groups 
with straight away. 
The first-class 
trigger is a joy to 
use and something I value highly. 
The high comb of the stock and 
generous drop to heel make this 
an ideal rifle for standing shots 
which is pretty much what every 
shot I take at squirrels will be. 

There’s an indefinable quality 
that some guns have which simply 
makes them easy to hit with and 
this rifle certainly has it. I’ve been 
out three times and my worst bag 
was seven squirrels which is good 
going in my book, especially with 
gun I’m not that familiar with yet. 
There’s no denying that the big 
pellet flying fast 'gets their 
attention’ but I’m not completely 
sold on taking chest shots with it. 
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"I've been out three times and my 
worst bag was seven squirrels " 



A couple have needed a second 
shot, so I’m sticking to head shots 
for now. 

COMPARISON 

Being a ballistics nerd I’m keen to 
run a side-by-side comparison 
with my .22 to see where the 
differences are and if one has an 
advantage over the other. The 
obvious difference is that the .22 
flies much faster. The heavy .25 
is 200fps slower which translates 
into a more curved trajectory and 
the need for more careful range 
estimation. 

The way my .22 is set up the 
pellet is less than V 2 ” above or 
below the point of aim all the way 
from 11 to 49 yards, and I don’t 
shoot beyond 50 yards any way. 

I’ll try the lighter H&N FTT in 
.25, which weighs under 20 grains 
so will fly much faster but doesn’t 
have such a good ballistic 
coefficient, and loses velocity 
faster than the Air Arms Field. I 
also have some of BSA’s own 



SPEC 



BSA R-10MK2 

Manufacturer: BSA Guns 
Model: R-10Mk2 

Web: www.bsaguns.co.uk 

Type: Pre-charged pneumatic 

Action: Bolt action, multi-shot 

Trigger: Two-stage, adjustable 

Length: 113cm ( 441 / 2 ”) 

Weight: 3.4kg (7.5lbs) 

Calibres: .177. .22, .25(on test) 

Magazine capacity: 8 in .25 




Pylarm pellets to try and I’ll be 
using whichever is most accurate 
from my test gun. 

I’ll report back later in the winter 
to let you know how I get on. 
www.bsa-guns.co.uk 
www.hawkeoptics.com 





Award-Winning Website 







B LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE 

B LIFETIME 
SERVICING 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR 
FULL DETAILS 

ronniesunshines.com 



A Canalside • Nonthbnidge Road • Benkhamsted 
I— lentfondshine • HP4 1 EG 

01442 872829 

Shop Open Monday - Saturday S.OO - 5.00 
Closed Sunday and Bank Holidays 



The .25 Air Arms Field was 
immediately accurate in this rifle. 
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THE LEGEND GOES ON... 

VERMINATOR MKII 

COMPACT SIZE- MASSIVE FEATURES! 




HUGE SHOT COUNT 
FROM 400 CC BOTTLE 



12-SHOT .22 MAGAZINE 
(16-SHOT IN .177) 



PATENTED 
SMOOTHTWIST 
MATCH GRADE 
BARREL 



SIDE LEVER COCKING 
FOR FAST RE-LOAD 




‘SOFT-TOUCH’ FINISH 




Available through your local gun shop. Distributed to the trade by ASI. 
Tel: 01 728 688555 Web: www.a-s-i.co.uk 




EXTREME BENCHREST USA 

TAKING IT TO 

Travis DuPonte reports from the heat of competition, at 
the 2014 Extreme Benchrest tournament, Arizona, U.S.A. 



A November Sunday morning in 
Tuscon, Arizona, and it’s a 
showdown at sun-up, as 
competitors gather for Extreme 
Benchrest 2014, the USA’s most 
prestigious airgun competition. 

This match is a 75-yard, 25-target, 
test of nerve and technique, where 
everything can be won and lost on 
the next swirl of the hot desert 
wind. In this contest you pit 
yourself against 95 other shooters, 
your own nerves, and that 
ever-present banshee that howls, 
whispers and hides whenever the 
fancy takes it. From a zephyr to 
some invisible fist, the Arizona 
wind is the main enemy out here, 
and the winner will always be the 
shooter who second-guesses it. 
There were so many up for the 
challenge that it took the whole 
morning for them to take their 
turns, but it was clear that 
everyone had enjoyed their 



highly-intense 30 minutes on the 
firing line. 

CRUNCH TIME 
After all the number-crunching, 
probably the most obvious thing to 
see is the incredible consistency 
of the top shooters. Also clear is 
that the competition is as tight and 
unforgiving as it can be. One point 
dropped will be enough to cast 
you down the running order. 

There was however one hugely 
significant fact to emerge this year, 
the juniors - many of them who 
have never shot at this level before 
- are storming into the arena and 
laying down eye-watering scores. 

KNOWING THE SCORE 
The silhouette competition last 
year was, literally, a bit of a 
shouting match, with competitors 
who had completed the 
knockdown of the 16 targets 



calling out their lane number in 
the hope that the judges would 
hear them and note down their 
finishing time. The organisers this 
year came up with an electronic 
scoring system, and after rolling 
out over 2000 feet of cabling, 
each shooting position had itself a 
big red button. Hit the button 



when you'd completed the course 
and your time would be recorded 
electronically at the judges’ desk. 

This was a do-or-die system; if it 
worked it would be a fantastic 
improvement, but if it didn’t, the 
whole Silhouette competition 
would dissolve into chaos. Days of 
testing showed promise and final » 





EXTREME BENCHREST USA 





Some juniors 
showed they didn’t 
need advice! * 



their entrance fee in the pot. 

Milbro gave its place to 11 
year-old Beau Hall, whose father 
drove him for eight hours 
overnight to take part. While Beau 
did OK in the shooting, he cleaned 
up in the raffle with a clutch of 
prizes, including a Milbro Huggett 
Airwolf moderator and a chance to 
meet the man himself, Andrew 
Huggett. Another junior, 12 
year-old Noah Nilsson, benefitted 
from a free place from another 
shooter who couldn’t make it to 
Tucson. Noah went on to win the 
gold medal in the Junior Silhouette 
competition, biitf aMiis score beat 
all the adults inj the Sportsman 
class, foe a l$o [Walked away with a 



hardened old timers, and made 
everyone proud to be in our sport. 

THE END GAME 

In the end, US airgun stalwart, 
Tim McMurray, using his USFT 
Lone Ranger .30, won the 75 Pro 
class this year with a score of 239 
including 8Xs, a spectacular 
piece of shooting. The rest of the 
top five were FX Airguns rifles. 
Freddie Axelsson, shooting his 
own Bobcat .30, had to concede 
fourth place to last year’s winner 

- also shooting a Bobcjat! Freddie 
was, if nothing else, consistent, 
clocking up exactly the;same 
score of 227 this year as last year 

- and ending up in just the same 



checks on competition day went 
without hitch, glitch or snarl-up. 
Now it was the big test. Officials 
gathered nervously as the shooting 
began. In two minutes or so, all 
would become clear. 

The first results came through 
flawlessly and the recording team 
started to relax, until one lane kept 
reporting its time over and over, 
blocking the system. “Finger off 
the button, Lane X” (let’s spare his 
blushes-Ed.) “Stop pressing it!” 
Within a moment, calm was 
restored and there were no further 
problems. This new system 
delivered what was almost 



Hit that red button! 



"This year's Extreme Benchrest showed that we 
airgunners are a fine "and generous bunch of people' 



certainly the most accurately 
recorded speed shoot in 
airgunning history. 

ONTO THE EXTREME 

This year’s Extreme Benchrest 
showed that we airgunners are a 
fine and generous bunch of 
people, perhaps with one 
exception. Two young lads 
benefitted from the generosity of 
competitors who decided they 
wouldn’t shoot but would leave 






V-'»i 



$250 gift voucher. Probably even 
more valuable was meeting one of 
his airgunning heroes, Ted Bier of 
Ted’s Holdover fame. 

EXTREME GENEROSITY 

There was just one dark cloud 
over the weekend, when 13 
year-old Ezra Park lost his 
left-handed Daystate Huntsman. 
Extensive searches failed to turn it 
up, and it’s still not known if it was 
just misplaced, gathered up by 
mistake or actually stolen. With no 
sign of it by the closing ceremony, 
Daystate’s Mauro Marocchi and 
Airguns Of Arizona’s Robert 
Buchanan stepped in and 
generously promised to deliver a 
new Huntsman to the young lad. It 
was a moving moment even for 



fifth position. 

The 25-metre Pro Class was a 
736-point tie for first place, with 
officials having to check back for 
the first miss to separate the 
shooters. Overall, Daystates put 
on a good show in the 25-metre, 
taking 4th, 6th and 9th places, 
with an Air Arms EV2 Mark 4 in 
10th spot. Full results can be 
seen at: www.extremebenchrest. 
com/2014-extreme-bench rest- 
match-results/ 

So, that’s another Extreme 
Benchrest done and dusted. It 
was, once again, magnificent, 
and I can only urge everyone with 
the ability to get out here, to come 
and experience it for themselves. 
As your editor will confirm - there 
ain’t nothin’ like it! ■ 
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Quality Knives 




EL-19A Rescue Lock Knife 



L05 Lock Knife 



F723 Lock Knife 



M01 7S Lock Knife 



EL-04MCT Lock Knife 



M02 Lock Knife 



£14.49 



L03-1 Lock Knife 



EL-01 Lock Knife 



M01 1 Lock Knife 



£14.99 



EL-03A Lock Knife 



SOI Lock Knife 



EM-01 Lock Knife 



£14.49 



M0 15 Lock Knife 



EL-01 A Lock Knife 



EL-1 6 Lock Knife 



L01-1 Lock Knife 



Available from 



BLADES 

/4A/DBOWS 



www.bladesandbows.co.uk 








L\JV competition ultra 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £399.99 

► Sportive beech stock with height-adjustable cheekpiece 

► Metal micrometer sight 



WALTHERTERRUS 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £224.99 

► XT trigger - adjustable first stage travel 

► Adjustable micrometer sights with TRUGLO” fiber optic sight 



- ► Barrel weight with Truglo fibre-optic sight 
1 ► Weight 9.7lb 


oration Toper . . ► Barrel with %" UNF thread for mounting a silencer 

I 1 ► Weight 7lb 
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LAJ V MASTER 

► Classic beech stock 

► Metal micrometer sight 

► Foresight holder with multiple inserts 

► Weight 9.21b 




i rw 

1-0 V CHALLENGER 

► Black synthetic stock with HI-GRIP finish on grip and forend 

► Metal micrometer sight 

► Front sight carrier with Truglo fibre-optic sight 
Weight 8.41b 




[ V] [3] 

VIBRATION SUPER 



Piston rings made of 
low-friction synthetic material 



EDUCTIO 



iMl 



SYSTEM TECHNOLOGY 

Only models supplied by ARM EX* are delivered with ORIGINAL WALTHER LGV METAL TRIGGERS 




ALL MANUFACTURED 
IN GERMANY 



ARMEX 

Armex Ltd, Field Sports House, 1 1 Andover Street, Birmingham B5 5RG, UK 
t: 01 21 643 4900 I f: 01 21 633 4990 I e: sales@armex.co.uk 

Visit our Official Facebook fan page just search Armex Ltd 

www.armex.co.uk 




1ERETTA ^browning HAMMERLi l4K WHYO SOLDIER' 

F rV/r\WL HECKLER & KOCH 
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QUALITY • BRAND • INNOVATION 








OMEGA GX-3 COMPRESSOR 



GET YOUR FILL! 



Here's an idea for the club, shop, or committed airgunner who wants PCP refills on tap 



D uring the last couple of 
months, I’ve been using a 
device that is currently taking the 
hi-performance U.S. pre-charged 
pneumatic market by storm. It’s 
the Omega GX-3 4500 p.s.i. 
compressor, and I’ve been wanting 
to get my hands on one since I 
heard about it during last year’s 
S.H.O.T. Show in Las Vegas. I 
finally got my chance when the 
delivery driver and his little trolley 
dropped one off to me, and within 
ten seconds after signing for it, I 



knew why that driver had used a 
trolley. 

PROPER KIT 

This Omega GX-3 is a substantial 
item. It’s built from extremely high 
quality components, and it’s 
designed to last for years on the 
absolute minimum of servicing, but 
most of all, it’s easy to use. Once 
you’ve read the instructions, added 
the supplied coolant and anti- 
freeze, topped up with water and 
attached the main charging hose, 



it’s just a matter of fitting your 
airgun’s charging adaptor, setting 
the required fill pressure on the 
big, front mounted dial, then 
plugging the Omega into the mains 
and switching on. 

CHARGING TIMES 

Charging a rifle takes between 3 to 
5 minutes, a 3-litre tank 40 
minutes or so, and it takes a couple 
of hours to fill a full-size diver’s 
cylinder. For the larger volume 
containers, I simply set the 



pressure, made sure the air-bleed 
vent screw was closed, then I left it 
to its own devices. The unit shuts 
down automatically, and has a 
built-in, replaceable burst disc as a 
safety feature, as well as a variable 
venting feature, which allows the 
user to drain any moisture from the 
device. I was told that each unit is 
tested for around 24 hours 
operating time before despatch, 
and it will run for around 300 hours 
- there’s a counter to let you keep 
track of this - before any further 
top-ups or maintenance of any 
kind is required. 

In use, the Omega GX-3 makes 
about the same amount of noise as 
a quiet tumble-drier, and you 
should allow the unit to run-on for 
a minute or two, while its coolant 
system does its job before 
shut-down. I have to say, this 
compressor really is simplicity itself 
to use, and short of checking test 
dates on air tanks, and making 
sure all connections are clean and 
secure, there is nothing to it that’s 
beyond the workaday common 
sense of any responsible person. 

SERIOUS INVESTMENT 

The asking price of the Omega 
GX-3 is every bit as substantial as 
its build quality, and at £1300 plus 
VAT and shipping, it represents a 
serious investment. For a shop, 
pest control company, or busy 
airgun club, though, this could well 
be an investment worth making. ■ 
Contact in fo@gilbertdistribution. 
co.uk or phone 01953 860323 
for further details. 
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INTRODUCTORY OFFER - SAVING UP TO 75% 





Covering everything 
that's anything 
in the world of 
airguns, from 
expertly written 
articles with tips 
and techniques to 
classic airguns and 
the latest scopes. 



DEAL 1 - Direct to your door 




Enjoy every issue 
of your favourite 
magazine 

FREE delivery to any UK 
address 

NEVER miss an issue 



DEAL 2 - Instant digital access 




^1 Download for offline 
reading to enjoy anytime 



Access Airgun Wortd wherever 
you go on your mobite device 

Access online or through 
our dedicated apps 



Full access to the fully 
searchable magazine 
archive 



JUST £5 when you subsribe by Direct Debit m JUST £5 when you subsribe by Direct Debit 

TOTAL VALUE £19.95, SAVING £14.95 TOTAL VALUE £19.95, SAVING £14.95 



EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 

^ www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/AGW 
S 0844 848 4238 quote code CAW15X2A 

Lines are open 8am-9.30pm Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm Sat. BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p/minute, calls from mobiles usually cost more. 

T&Cs: Savings based on 13 issues a year, and the full cover price of £3.99. Full details of the Direct Debit Guarantee are available on request. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. After your first 5 issues 
your print subscription will continue at £16.75 every 6 months saving 35% thereafter, your digital subscription will continue at £17.99 annually. Offer ends 18/02/15 












Super Stroke Pumps 




4-stage Pump 



The Super Stroke Pump 
series has the best 
reputation for quality and 
reliability as a precharged 
pneumatic fill device. 

Available in the classic 4-stage version 
which utilizes a manual control stage 
switch which reduces the high pressure 
effort by adding another stage to the 
process - and the 3-stage version which 
maximises efficiency while minimising 
effort for filling. 

Both versions feature: 

• Easy-to-read pressure gauge 

• Dual moisture trap 

• Replaceable particle filter and 
bleed valve 

The easiest, most 
convenient and 
affordable way to 
charge your 

airguns 



Available through your local gun shop. Distributed to the trade by ASI 
Tel: 01728 688555 • Email: inf b@.a-s-i. co.uk 




NEW WEBLEY 

MK VI .455 

SERVICE REVOLVER, Co2 4.5mm Air Pistol 



NOW IN STOCK 

• Full Size 

• Full Metal 
Construction 

• Built from Original 
Blueprints 

• Single & Double Action 

• 6” Barrel, 6 Shot 

• Metal B.B Air Pistol 

• Field Strippable 



JOHN FORSEY GUNS 

32/34 Park View Road, Welling, Kent DAI 6 1RT 

Phone: 020 8304 9922 or 020 8303 5221 

Situated on main A207 just off junction 2, only 5 miles from M25 and Bluewater 

Plenty of parking right outside. Open 9am-5.30pm, closed Weds and Sun 

Website: www.johnforsey.co.uk 



We supply post free anywhere in the UK mainland. Purchasers must be over 18. 
Phone today for details. Reserve one now and call into our shop. 



SERIOUS GUNS FOR SERIOUS SHOOTERS 




PO Box 567, Ashford, Kent TN23 5FP, UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 1233 642357 Fax: +44 (0) 1233 613899 
Website: www.gunpower.net Email: sales@gunpower.net 
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FEMALE AIRGUNNER 



V jin nils 











Danni Layton tells us about her 
jirations for 2015 








* 



I t’s become a tradition in my 
household that once every 
month my friends descend upon 
my home for a movie and pizza 
evening. On this particular 
evening, before the picture show 
started we all broke into 
discussion about the year that was 
coming to an end and what we 
have achieved, or failed to 
achieve. One of my friends spoke 
about their new car, another about 
their new kitchen, but for me as 
always it was all about airgunning. 

A couple of my friends told me I 
have an unhealthy gun fetish, so I 
used this opportunity to explain to 
them that how it’s almost a 
spiritual thing for me. I know all 
you hunters out there understand 
where I’m coming from; to be out 
in wild places can make me feel 
so connected to what’s real. I live 
on a typical modern housing 
estate, so when I can find time to 
get out into our beautiful British 
countryside I’m cherishing every 
millisecond. 

TESTING TIMES 

One of the things I’ve started 



doing over the last few months, 
which has really made a massive 
improvement to my accuracy, is 
testing different pellet brands 
through my rifles. I was sceptical 
that this would really make much 
difference, but when you set some 
target cards out at 25 yards and 
try different brands through your 
rifle, it’s amazing how the variation 
in pattern size becomes obvious. 
So I’ve learned now that each of 
my rifles has its own preferred 
pellet. I’ve also started washing 
and lubricating my pellets and, 
along with testing different brands, 
it’s improved my groups no end. 

SCOPE FOR CHANGE 

I must confess that since I’ve 
started shooting, when it’s come to 
the delicate business of fitting a 
scope and mounts to my rifles I’ve 
always played the, 'but I’m just a 
girl, can you do it for me?’ card, 
and I’ve always had one of my 
shooting buddies come and do 
this highly scientific surgical 
procedure on my behalf. These 
days, I’m willing to stand on my 
tallest kitchen stool and shout to 
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the world that the last two scopes 
fitted to my rifles, I did all on my 
lonesome. So now if I miss, it’s all 
down to me! 

LESS IS MORE 

One of the big decisions I had to 
make this year was trying to find 
an even more compact air rifle for 
my pigeon decoying. I’d been 
using an FX Verminator MK1 
which has been a truly fantastic 
rifle to me but even though it’s 
really compact, I still occasionally 
found myself getting tangled in my 
hide net at a crucial moment. So 
after many hours spent trolling the 
internet and going through all my 
back issues of Airgun World anti 
Air Gunner magazines, I finally 
decided upon an Evanix 
Rainstorm and so far it’s proving 
to be a wise choice. Little did I 
know that buying this gun would 
also unlock a door of opportunity. 

I decided to buy the Rainstorm 
from the fantastic guys at Solware 
of Tamworth, through 
recommendation of a trusted 
shooting friend. Unbeknown to 
me, the guys were already aware 



■ 



of my Trigger Happy community 
Facebook page, so I was blown 
away when Carl the owner and 
shop manager, Tye, made an 
incredible offer of allowing me to 
review some of the fantastic range 
of pistols and rifles Solware stocks! 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 

As we go into this New Year, 
something I will definitely be doing 
is joining a club. Having a place I 
can go to, to draw off the available 
knowledge to improve my own 
shooting, is an absolute must! I’ve 
been narrowing down the clubs by 
friendliness, approachability and 
distance, and at last I’ve found a 
club that fits the bill perfectly. 

PUTTING SOMETHING 
BACK 

Something I’d like to achieve in 
the New Year, when spring finally 
hits us, is to set up shooting days 
on one of my permissions for 
those who have been 
unsuccessful in gaining land to 
shoot on. lam very lucky to have 
somewhere to be able to shoot 
and never take it for granted, and I 
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can understand how difficult it can 
be to obtain permission, which is 
why I will be inviting selected 
shooters out there to come along 
and have a day’s shooting 
experience. 

I am hoping this will be a good 
turnout and that I, and those 
selected, can learn from each 
other. For those who are unable to 
travel or already have their own 
permission, who would like the 
opportunity to have a day shooting 
and getting together, we have had 
several offers to host some Trigger 
Happy shooting days at various 
ranges across the UK, and this is 
something we will be looking into 
in the New Year to get us all 
together mingling and doing the 
one thing we are all so passionate 
about. 

PLINKING GREAT! 

As you guys may already know, I 
love my back garden plinking. It’s 
so much fun and when boredom 
hits, I take out my pistols and get 
some fun practice in. Something 
else I would like to improve this 
year is a bigger, back garden, air 



pistol fun range,, which I will 
update you all with once it’s built. 

The Trigger Happy team will be 
visiting a few of the game fairs and 
events this year. We are all hoping 
to make it to as many as we can 
and we’re looking forward to 
meeting loads of like-minded 
people. Days and events such as 
this will be added to our blog spot 
on our webpage, and we’ll give a 
full run-down of the day we’ve 
experienced. There are other 
topics I’ll be dabbling in, but these 
are under wraps right now, so you 
guys will have to be patient and 
stay tuned to our webpage for 
these updates. 

INCREDIBLE YEAR 

I have to say, although my year 
has been incredible and full of 
opportunities, when I do find the 
time to get out there when the sun 
is rising and the rest of the world 
are just waking, while I’m lying in 
a field awaiting my next shot ... 
nothing beats that feeling of 
freedom and peace! After all, it 
was this feeling that had me 
hooked on our sport in the first 
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place. 

As far as the Trigger Happy 
pages go, I do have a team of 
administrators who help me out, 
but we wouldn’t be able to do 
anything without the support of 
the airgunners out there. The 
feedback, the support, the 
discussions, participating in our 
competitions and sharing our 
group, watching our reviews and 
reading our stories ... well, it’s 
absolutely amazing and we 
appreciate every single one of our 
members and helping us to help 
show just how brilliant our sport is! 

If you’re interested in taking 
part, don’t forget to check out my 
Facebook page and I can steer 
you in the right direction. Thanks 
for taking the time to read, and I 
hope you all manage to get out 
there in the New Year. Stay safe 
and happy shooting! ■ 




Rabbit scrapes and the great 
outdoors means a fieldful of fun 
for me! 
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Superior build ... Superior optics ... Superior features ... 

In fact the only thing not superior about the new Sabre range of riflescopes is the price! 



■ Developed and designed specifically for the UK market by ASI, in conjunction with Nikko Stirling 
■ Packed with technical features ■ All scopes supplied with mounts as standard 
■ Airgunner and Airgunner IR come with ‘flip up’ lens covers as standard ■ Full manufacturer’s warranty 



Distributed to the trade by: ASI, Alliance House, Snape, Saxmundham, Suffolk I PI 7 1SW 
Tel: 01728 688555 I Fax: 01728 688950 I Web: www.a-s-i.co.uk I Email: info@a-s-i.co.uk 






DR FINLEY 



DR FINLEY: CLASSIC BSA PISTOLS 




A brace of truly collectable, 
and highly-shootable, BSA 
pistols. 



" The Scorpion is an adult pistol in 
every sense of the word " 



heavy. You do need a two-handed 
grip because this is a hefty pistol. 
Should you buy one that’s down 
on power, a new breech seal and 
mainspring are not expensive and 
relatively easy to obtain. 

I had to finish off the new grip 
with Autosol finishing paste and a 



different beast to the mini-rifle 
Scorpion. It looked like a Colt 45 
Auto/1911, and cocking is via an 
over-lever not a break-barrel as 
with the Scorpion. 

The 240 Magnum only had a 
seven year life span, which I 
believe is far too short for such a » 



was in fine condition, apart from 
that missing cocking aid and 
slight damage to the very back of 
the grip. I managed to obtain a 
new grip and replacement 
cocking aid from John Knibbs at 
www.airgunspares.com, although 
both are currently out of stock as 
I write. The front sight hood was 
also missing but again I was able 
to source one. 

My chrono showed a power 
output of 5 ft. lbs., and the 
single-stage trigger is very positive 
at 1.2kg let-off, and doesn’t feel 



cloth, because the grip was as it 
came in the factory spares bin in 
an unfinished state and not the 
lovely deep gloss-black you 
expect to see on a Scorpion. A bit 
of elbow grease soon had it 
looking good, though, so don’t be 
afraid of replacing it. 



THAT 'OTHER' PISTOL 

Production of the Scorpion ceased 
in 1994 when it was replaced by 
the other model in this article, the 
one you may not have heard of. 
The BSA 240 Magnum was a 



prefix, and 

released to an eager marketplace. 

The Scorpion is an adult pistol 
in every sense of the word, and 
that relatively short barrel makes 
it difficult to cock until you learn 
the knack. A slide-on cocking aid 
was made to fit over the barrel 
but not all second-hand 
Scorpions have retained this 
piece of practical plastic, and the 
steel hood over the foresight is 
often missing, too. Elsewhere, 
you’ll note the glossy-black 
synthetic grip, with its deeply- 
raked angle and embossed 
chequered pattern on both sides. 
It’s a handsome handful and no 
mistake. 



COSTAND CONDITION 

A reasonable second-hand 
Scorpion will set you back 
between £140 to £175. I bought 
the example pictured in 2010 for 
£145 from Henry Krank, and it 



I know that 
some of 
you may not 
have heard of 
one of the pistols 
in this piece, but 
the other one has a 
massive reputation 
and will be familiar to most, if 
not all. First, the well-known one, 
which is also the oldest model. 



THE SCORPION 

The BSA Scorpion is basically a 
cut-down rifle action in a pistol 
stock, and it peaked many 
shooters’ interest when it first 
came out. Launched in 1973, the 
first batch, carrying an ‘RA’ 
prefixed serial number, had to be 
recalled because they tended to 
stray uncomfortably close to the 6 
ft. lbs. UK legal limit. The next 
batch was fitted with a weaker 
mainspring, stamped with an ‘RB’ 



Tim Finley takes a 
retrospective look at a 
couple of desirable BSA pistols 
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DR FINLEY: CLASSIC BSA PISTOLS 




This is how they should come. 




" Getting the massive Scorpion fulfilled a boyhood dream and the 240 

Magnum is a most underrated pistol " 





an excellent airgun. It did have its 
faults, and the thin wooden grip 
has as many detractors as it has 
fans. The scope rail is glued on 
and the .22 version does not have 
the adjustments available in the 
rear, open-notch sight to shoot at 
longer distances, due to the .22 
pellets’ looping trajectory. You end 
up aiming over the top of targets, 
which is never ideal with open 
sights because you mask the 
target. BSA overcame this by 
having B-Square 
make them 
an 85mm 
long 

adjustable 
scope mount 
for a 



one-inch diameter pistol scope. 
The mount was called the C40 
and you will see 'BSA’ stamped on 
the side. The glued-on scope rail 
then had the potential to fall off if 
a big, heavy scope was fitted! 

STILL NEED THE KNACK 

Cocking again has a knack to it on 
the 240 Magnum and the power 
levels are around the 3ft.lbs. area, 
although some claim it was higher. 
The two-stage trigger is very light at 
0.8kg, and it’s backed by an 
automatic safety catch in front of 
the trigger blade. I managed to get 
a near-mint .22 in 2010 and I 
snapped it up for £75, along with a 
load of spares. I also tracked down 
a C40 mount from John 



The dedicated .22 scope mount. 



most underrated pistol with some 
nice design touches. I found I 
could shoot the 240, too; it hits 
what I am aiming at as does the 
Scorpion, albeit with a bigger 
'thump’. I wish BSA would 
resurrect the 240 because with a 
few tweaks to the design, it could 
easily rival anything out there. If 
you get the chance of owning 
either, or both, of these pistols, 
don’t pass it up. I promise the 
piled-arms company also made a 
couple of great short ones! ■ 



240 Magnum was voted 'Pistol of 
the Year’ for two years running and 
I for one think it deserved it. 

Expect to pay between £100 
to £150 for one, 
depending upon its 
condition. 



FINAL THOUGHTS 

I wanted to own the two BSA 
spring pistols and am really 
glad I do. Getting the massive 
Scorpion fulfilled a boyhood 
dream and the 240 Magnum is a 
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Present 

this advert and 
receive a 



DISCOUNT 

on anything in store 
- AGW 02 - 



BSA HORNET RIFLE 

.22 Break Barrel ABS Stock up to legal limit inc 
4x32 Scope Mounts RWS .22 Pellets and 
padded rifle bag for a great price of 

£165.00 



Unit 2 Access House, Stephenson Way, Three Bridges, Crawley RH10 1TN 
Tel: 01293 525880. Email: sales@surplusstore.co.uk 

www.surplusstore.co.uk 



shmunc timiet 

www.shootingsuppliesltd.co.uk 

01527 831261 

38 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove 
Worcestershire, B60 3DR 
Close to the M5 & M42, just off the A38 
300yds from Morrisons 




Let our experts help you select the perfect combo from 
our 100+ range of new air guns (or from our 
secondhand selection) and our extensive range of 
scopes, gun bags, bi-pods, gun lamps and accessories. 
Dive bottles and full charging facilities. 



You won’t be disappointed! 

On site parking and easy to find 

Tues-Sat 9.00am to 5.30pm 
Late night Friday ‘til 7.00pm 
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CUSTOM GUNSMITHS 





Manufacturers of Lightweight cylinders for HW100, AAS200 & many more 

Silencers including TWINK - MARKSMAN - NELIX 
Repairs & servicing of all air rifles/pistols 

Stockists of new & used rifles/pistols 



/ 



www . amcustomgun smiths . com 
amcustomgunsmiths@hotmail.co.uk 




01623 861308 
07749993196 
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£ 119.99 
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SHOOT AT HOME 



GARDEN GUNNING 




S tuck for a permission? New 
gun for Christmas and 
nowhere to shoot it? No problem; 
if you’ve got a back garden, the 
right attitude to your neighbours 
and bit of common sense, you can 
plink away until the cows come 
home. 

When I was a callow youth, 
sometime around the Battle of 
Bannockburn, I’d cycle home 
from the newsagents clutching the 
latest Airgun World and a big bag 
of sweets, and lock myself in my 
room to devour slowly every last 



column inch. I’d drool over the 
centre spreads of the tuned 
Weihrauchs, and scrutinise every 



advert for the best mail order deal, 
even though it was but wishful 
thinking. 

I’d linger over the hunting 
reports, and wonder at the 
amazing good fortune of the 
writers who not only had the best 



guns, but also had access to the 
sort of shooting permissions that 
every airgunner dreamed of. I 



would lie awake at night, thinking 
about it. Seriously. 

FORTUNATE FELLOW 

Now that I’m the one doing the 
writing, I understand fully how 
fortunate I am. I have a number of 



premium permissions available to 
me, and trust me, I look after 
them. I also know nothing has 



changed over the years; many 
readers have yet to find 
themselves a good permission, 
and while I absolutely believe that 
time and persistence will always 
pay off, that doesn’t help in the 
present moment, but all is » 



" I'd cycle home from the newsagents clutching the 
latest Airgun World and a big bag of sweets " 
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GARDEN GUNNING 





certainly not lost. Until such time 
as you find suitable land on which 
to go hunting for your own food, 
you can become an airgun 
sharpshooter on your own 
property. You don’t need a lot of 
space; five metres gives you plenty 
of room to shoot an air pistol, and 
any more than that puts you in 
rifle territory, but before you start 
blatting away, there are some 
important considerations, and the 
first of these is the law. 

LEGAL AND GENERAL 

As an airgunner, you must have 



an understanding of the legal 
position relating to our sport, and 
ignorance is no defence. For the 
purposes of back garden plinking, 
there are two very important things 
to understand; it is an offence to 
allow airgun pellets to cross your 
boundary, and it is an offence to 
fire an airgun within 50 feet of the 
centre of a highway if this results 
in someone being injured, 
interrupted or endangered. For 
example, if you were shooting in 
your backyard and the pellets 
were ricocheting on to a nearby 
footpath, that would be 



endangering passers-by. 

But it’s not just about the law. If 
you are lucky enough to live in a 
detached property with no 
immediate neighbours, great - you 
don’t need to worry too much 
about what they think. Most of us 
have neighbours to one or both 
sides, and they are people with 
whom we have to get along. So 
rather than simply ploughing 
ahead regardless, safe in the 
righteous knowledge that the law 
is on your side, accept that many 
people are afraid of guns, and that 
your neighbours may be among 
them. Talk to them. Tell them you 
would like to set up an informal 
target range in your garden. Invite 
them round to show them what 
you have planned. Explain how 
you’ll be shooting into a trap that 
will catch the pellets, and that any 
stray shots will be caught by the 
backstop - you have thought about 



a backstop, haven’t you? Offer 
your neighbour a shot of your gun, 
if it seems appropriate; do 
whatever you can to pave the way 
to understanding and harmony. 

SOUND INVESTMENTS 

As far as your gun is concerned, if 
you have a moderated POP and 
you stuff your pellet trap with old 
carpet, you will make so little noise 
that it is unlikely anyone will even 
know you’re shooting, but the 
beauty of backyard shooting is 
that you can have just as much 
fun with something far less 
expensive and complex. The BSA 
Meteor we are using was bought 
third-hand for £20, the scope 
about the same, and the pellet 
traps and targets came to around 
£40. For well under £100, we 
have a garden range that the 
whole family enjoys. We hold 
informal competitions with this 
and an HW45 pistol, so that even 
if there is only an hour or so to 
spare, we can fit in a bit of target 
time. 



RANGE OF DELIGHTS 

That’s the beauty of airguns; their 
sheer versatility means you can 
enjoy shooting in a huge range of 
circumstances, whether it’s out in 
the fields or just in the back 
garden. It’s something you cannot 
say of any other shooting 
discipline; you can’t just rig up a 
clay pigeon trap in your garden 
and start blasting away with a 
12-bore. 

This freedom is a privilege that 
we should always go out of our 
way to protect, and never take for 
granted. Wherever you can, 
smooth the way ahead, especially 
where your neighbours are 
concerned. You’ll be glad you did. 
Be safe, and happy shooting! ■ 
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Large range of airguns and accessories in stock 

New and used rifles and pistols 

Repairs and servicing 

Air bottle filling service 

Clothing and promotional products: 

trophies, t-shirts & mugs 

Registered member of the Gun Trade Association 

Professional and experienced staff help 

choose the right product for you 

Open 6 days a week, 9-5 (closed on Sundays) 



Otmoors Airguns and Accessories is the only 
dedicated airgun shop irr the South Midlands. 
Based in the North of Oxfordshire, our secure 
facility holds a range of the most popular 12ftlb 
^ and FAC rifles and pistols in the UK, 

\ A. lifith morn/ hnntinn onrl tornal 









with many hunting and target 
shooting accessories 



Call 01869 338558 - www.otmoors.co.uk 
or email otmoors@hotmail.CO.uk for all mail order or stock enquiries 

OTMOORS Airguns and Accessories 

Hudson Street, Deddington, Oxfordshire, 0X15 OSW 

Located just off the A4260 some 6 miles south of Banbury 
and between Junctions 10 and 11 of the M40 in Oxfordshire. 




Opening Times: 




Good Reasons 
to buy a 

Brattonsound APPROVED 

Gunsafe: 

3 YEAR ON-SITE 
WARRANTY* 

Our after sales service is second to 
none. 

SECURITY 

You don’t want your pride and joy to 
be stolen or your guns to fall into 
unscrupulous hands. 

SAFETY 

If you have children in the house 
there is no better way of keeping 
your guns safely locked away from 
inquisitive minds and hands. 

■ PROTECTION 

With your guns safely locked away there’s no chance of them getting 
knocked by a vacuum cleaner or incurring other accidental damage. 

STORAGE FOR ALL YOUR GEAR 

Keep your guns, ammo and accessories together. Turning the house upside 
down to find your pellets can be a thing of the past! 

WE ARE THE GUNSAFE EXPERTS 
Established in 1982, we make all our own products in the UK. We have 
gunsafes especially for airguns with or without scopes, and all our safes 
are also suitable for Part 1 Firearms and Shotguns. 

FREE Napier ®|(VJ corrosion inhibitor. 

'V 'Terms and conditions apply • see website for details. 

Call 020 8254 6812 for brochures and your local stockist. 

www.brattonsound.co.uk 
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SUNDERLAND AIR 



GUNS^ 



■*(* 

Suppliers of most major makes of 
airgun and shooting accessories, including: 



bro(ock -gasman 



swissn 



Scopes, Air Pistols 
Airsoft, Lamps, Pellets, 




Webley 



Scuba Centre 



" Sunderland Scuba Centra || Sunainarid Airguns , \ 
4a Atkinsons Buildings, Trimdom Street, Sunderland SR4 6AH 

contact@sunderlandairguns.com || 0191 567 0147 
www.sunderlandairguns.com || www.sunderlandairsoft.co.uk 



finance 

AVAILABLE 



HAYWARDS GUNS 

We are main stockist for Air Arms, Brocock, Stoeger and Webley & Scott PCP and Spring Air rifles. 
Also a selection of Pre-owned Air weapons. We offer an exclusive kit offer consisting of Rifle, 
Telescopic Sight, Pellets and Rifle Cover. Various options available. 




EXAMPLE: 

STOEGER X20 
Suppressor .22 (5.5) 
in either wood or 
synthetic stock 

■ Fitted with 3-9x40 
scope 

■ 500 Pellets 

■ Rifle Cover 

ONLY £165.00 







Haywards Guns also are pleased to announce that we have a 25m range 
where our air rifles can be test fired just a few feet from our showroom. 



'Stoeger brocock WEBL] ^^cott 



AIR ARMS 




Buncton Barn, Buncton Lane, Bolney, West Sussex, RH17 5RE 
(T) 01 444 88281 5 | store@haywardsguns.co.uk | www.haywardsguns.co.uk 
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TECHNICAL AIRGUN 



PCPS IN 
WINTER 




Following on from his article 'Hot and Cold PCPs', the onset of cooler autumn 
temperatures gives Jim the long-awaited opportunity to put his findings to the test 




velocities from the Raider test, and 
extrapolated down to OC. The 
result can be seen in the bar chart 
'Velocity from a 170 BAR fill' 

The object of testing the Raider 
had originally been to corroborate 
the results from tests with .177 
that suggested POP muzzle 
velocity varied with temperature, 
so testing at two temperatures was 
sufficient at the time. The chart 
suggested that each degree C 
altered muzzle velocity by in the 
region of 2 fps. but using just two 
readings was not going to produce 
especially accurate results, so I 
acclimatised the tank and rifle at 
13C,15C and 1 1C, charged the 
cylinder to 170 BAR, took a shot 
at each temperature, and the 
velocity was as predicted. Five 
shots all lined up seemed 
compelling proof of a linear 
relationship. 

Curious to see what effect 
shooting at freezing point rather 
than 30C would make to the 
trajectory, I typed the data into 
Hawke Chairgun Pro, and the 
result can be seen in the 
screenshot '30C and freezing. 



The difference in .22 trajectory between 30C and OC doesn’t really 
make itself felt at ranges under 35 yards. 
(Courtesy Hawke Chairgun Pro). 



"Other tests had also suggested that the 
relationship between temperature and muzzle 
velocity was linear " 
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170 BAR at 20C and 39C 
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10 shots and average (11) 





The muzzle energy of ten shots each at 39C and 20C, shows that raising 
the temperature created an extra half foot pound at the muzzle. 



F or the benefit of anyone who 
missed last November’s 
Airgun World, I tested two PCPs 
acclimatised over a range of 
temperatures, but charged to the 
same pressure, and found that 
there appeared to be a linear 
relationship between temperature 
and muzzle velocity. 

One of the tests was with my 
.22 Webley Raider 10, which I 
charged to 170 BAR with the rifle 
and air tank acclimatised to 20C, 
recorded the muzzle velocity, then 
heated the rifle to 30C, .which 
raised the cylinder pressure by 5.8 
BAR, and recorded the muzzle 
velocity. The rise in muzzle 
velocity increased muzzle energy 
by 0.7 ft. lb., which is a far greater 



increase than could be attributed 
to the tiny increase in cylinder 
pressure due to the rise in 
temperature, and must therefore 
have been due to the temperature 



itself. 

Other tests had also suggested 
that the relationship between 
temperature and muzzle velocity 
was linear, and so I plotted the two 
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Technically Advanced Optic. 
www.hawkaoptlo.com 
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TECHNICAL AIRGUN: WINTER PCPS 



Below: What initially seemed like a breakthrough in our understanding of the 
PCP turned out to be a fluke! 



Velocity and temperature 





Temperature degrees Celcius 



happen in real life, though, 
because we wouldn’t charge a 
PCP on the hottest day of the 
summer, but not fire a shot until 
the winter, because the cylinder 
pressure would have fallen 
enough (153 BAR at OC) to 
decrease the shot count 
significantly. 

DABBLING WITH SCIENCE 



velocity hit zero fps at -272K, 
which can be seen in the graph 
Velocity and temperature’.. 

This seemed far too good to be 
true, and when things seem too 
good to be true, they usually are. 
To put the finding to the test, I dug 
up some data from tests with a 
.177 at 39C and 20C, in which I’d 
weighed each pellet, taken ten 
shots at each temperature, and 
arrived at an average velocity and 
muzzle energy. Entering the data 



At absolute zero, which is -273C 
(zero degrees Kelvin), the 

Below: Testing the data from .177 brought me back to earth with a bump. 



Velocity and temperature .177 



Energy and temperature .177 
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" The relationships between 
temperature and velocity or 
energy are not strictly linear” 



TRAJECTORY 

Hunters who use their PCPs year 
round would probably not notice 
any difference in trajectory out to 
30 yards, possibly 35 yards, while 
some might detect the extra 
quarter of an inch drop at 40 
yards, beyond which the extra 
pellet drop does become 
apparent. In other words, most .22 



shooters who limit their range to 
30 or 35 yards would not be aware 
that their PCP’s muzzle energy 
had dropped by 1.75 ft. lb. from its 
summer peak (assuming we get 
30C air temperature), short of 
testing the rifle over a chrono as 
the seasons progressed. 

The tests and extrapolation to 
OC do not reflect what would 



molecules in an ideal gas would 
have no energy and be perfectly 
stationary. As the gas temperature 
rises, the molecules gain energy, 
some of which is vibrational, some 
rotational, and some translational, 
the last denoting that the 
molecules have linear motion, and 
hence momentum and kinetic 
energy. When the molecules with 
translational energy hit the wall of 
the container they are in, they 
create pressure, which we 
measure in psi (pounds per 
square inch), or BAR. The higher 
the gas temperature, the greater 
the translational energy, the higher 
the pressure. 

In theory, if the air in a PCP 
cylinder was absolute zero (which 
can’t actually happen, because air 
liquefies at 78K and solidifies 
before reaching absolute zero), 
the air would have no energy and 
the velocity of the pellet would be 
0 fps, so I extrapolated the 
velocities I’d recorded at 30C, 20C 
15C, 13C and 1 1C back, and the 



into a spreadsheet and 
extrapolating back to -273C, it 
became clear that the five shot .22 
data extrapolating to .-272K had 
been the most extraordinary fluke, 
and was due to the rifle losing 
around 2 fps per degree, and the 
muzzle velocity at OC being 
roughly twice 272. 

The relationships between 
temperature and velocity or energy 
are not strictly linear, but all is far 
from lost, because the relationship 
between temperature and both 
velocity and energy within the 
limited temperature ranges in 
which we shoot is near enough to 
being linear to be of some 
practical use. . 

If you test a PCP using carefully 
weighed pellets, with the rifle 
acclimatised to two different 
temperatures but charged to the 
same pressure, then divide the 
difference between the two 
average velocities or energies by 
the difference in temperature in 
degrees C, you end up with an 
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Velocity from a 170 BAR fill 
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"Clearly, the muzzle energy 
follows ambient temperature 
more closely than does velocity." 



approximation of the velocity or 
energy drop that you can expect 
from a 1C change in temperature. 

For instance, when I tested the 
.177 to get the ten-shot average 
velocities, the 39C average was 
777 fps, the 20C averaged 759 
fps. The 21 fps difference divided 
by the 19C temperature difference 
gave a fall of 1.1 fps per 1C, so at 
IOC, we could expect a velocity in 
the region of 748fps. 



Alternatively, working with the 
energies, the 11.33 ft. lb at 39C 
minus the 10.81 ft. lb, at 20C 
shows a drop of 0.52 ft. lb. over a 
temperature range of 19 degrees, 
which works out at 0.027368 ft. 
lb. per degree C, so at IOC, we 
could expect a muzzle energy of 
10.81 minus 0.27369, or 10.52 ft. 
lb which, with an 8.5 grain pellet 
would mean a muzzle velocity of 
746.7 fps. The question arises of 



which is the more accurate, 
velocity or energy? 

Happily, the temperature in my 
workshop was an autumnal IOC, 
so I acclimatised the rifle, charged 
it to 170 BAR, weighed out some 
8.5 grain pellets and lo and 
behold, the average velocity was 
746.2 fps. Clearly, the muzzle 
energy follows ambient 
temperature more closely than 
does velocity. 

The variation in muzzle velocity 
with ambient temperature isn’t 
great, but anyone who relies on 
multiple aim point scope reticles 
to hunt at long range throughout 
the four seasons with a PCP would 



No less than five test shots at 
different temperatures lined up to 
produce this bar chart of velocity and 
temperature. 

do well to calibrate their rifle’s 
response to temperature as 
described. 

SPRINGERS AND PCPS 

If you have read Mike Wight’s 
article in this month’s issue, you 
will be aware that the compressed 
air in the springer has both 
potential energy (pressure, 
volume) and the internal, or 
'thermal’ energy, and that both 
have to be converted into kinetic 
energy to drive the pellet, and the 
compressed air in the PCP is 
exactly the same; the expansion of 
air when a shot is taken converts 
thermal energy into kinetic energy, 
and the temperature drops like the 
proverbial stone. The higher the 
initial temperature, the more 
energy there is to be liberated, 
and that’s why PCP muzzle energy 
varies with temperature. 

So, if you test your PCP in the 
winter months, don’t worry if the 
muzzle energy is a little lower than 
it was in the summer; it’s perfectly 
normal. ■ 




mm. mmk 
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TECHNICAL AIRGUN 





"what do we actually know for 
sure , and where do we start to 
figure out what is really going on 
in the transfer port?” 



EXPLORING 

THE TRANSFER PORT 

Part One: Operating Principles. Mike Wright gives us 
the first part of a major article on the science and 
design of springer transfer ports. 



Some springers have 
been ruined by the 
owners opening up th 
transfer port. 



to the pellet. This lack of prior 
knowledge puts any new 
approaches (like this article) on a 
potentially shaky foundation from 
the outset. On the experimental 
front, enthusiasts have tried out 
various ideas, including 
dispensing with the transfer port 
altogether, opening it up to the 
same diameter as the barrel and 
different forms of internal 
streamlining, all in attempts to 
overcome the 'losses’ in the 
transfer port. As far as I can see, 
the net results have been generally 
inconclusive, (as were my own 
similar flounderings in the 
1980s), but, what do we actually 
know for sure, and where do we 
start to figure out what is really 
going on in the transfer port? 

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 

Consider what we do know about 



Efficient energy conversion 
requires, not only the direct 
transfer of pressure to the base of 
the pellet, but also a rapid 
reduction of air temperature, 
which liberates the internal energy 
to additional kinetic energy for the 
air and the pellet. Both processes 
are facilitated by the transfer port. 
The first of these functions is 
hindered by an undersized 
transfer port, whilst the second 
function is compromised by too 
large a port. 

It has now been something like 
40 years since the Cardews (in 
The Airgun from Trigger to 
Muzzle’) proved that the correct 
diameter of transfer port was 
critical to energy efficiency and 
showed that muzzle energy fell, if 
the diameter was either too large 



T his three-part article has been 
written, on and off, over a 
couple of years or more, to try to 
explain my own perspective on the 
vital role of the transfer port in 
spring gun performance. It might 
seem surprising that such a long 
time and so many words should 
be devoted to the little hole that 
connects the compression 
chamber to the barrel; as one of 
my shooting mates is always 
saying, ‘It’s not rocket science, is 
it?’ Well not quite, but I do believe 
that there is rather more to the 
science of the transfer port than 



we might initially think, and I hope 
that this article may come close to 
finally explaining how the transfer 
port functions and why it needs to 
function in a particular way. 

The right starting point for a 
technical article is to summarise 
what is known and accepted as 
‘state of the art’, before moving on 
to any new material. However, 
with regard to the transfer port, 
the almost total lack of reliable 
published information leaves us 
with no consensus on how the 
transfer port can actually control 
the transfer of energy from the air 



the air at the instant the pellet 
releases from the breech. The air 
contained within the space 
bounded by the face of the piston 
seal and the rear of the pellet 
contains energy in two forms: 
firstly, ‘potential energy’, related to 
the pressure and volume to which 
the air is compressed and stored 
and, secondly, ‘internal energy’ 
which is related to the elevated 
temperature of the air molecules. 
In order to transfer maximum 
muzzle energy to the pellet, both 
forms of energy have to be 
converted into kinetic energy. 



or too small,. This is easy to 
understand in the case of an 
undersized transfer port, where 
throttling of the air flow is not too 
difficult to envisage; but the effect 
of an oversized port, ostensibly 
offering more freedom for the air 
to flow from compression chamber 
to barrel, is harder to account for. 
The explanation lies in the two 
functions of the transfer port: to 
act as an efficient conduit for the 
compression pulse into the barrel 
and also to facilitate the 
conversion of the internal energy 
of the air, ultimately into the 
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Figure 1 



: The Principle of Pulse Stretching 



Figure 1 Principle of 
Pulse Stretching 



kinetic energy of the pellet. In 
order for the necessary cooling to 
take place, the volume of air must 
be allowed to expand sufficiently, 
and at a rate which can be 
accommodated within the time 
that the pellet is in the barrel. This 
is achieved by elongating the 
length and timing of the 
compression pulse, from typically 
about 10mm, taking around one 
millisecond, to a good proportion 
of the barrel length, taking 
something in the region of three 
milliseconds or more. The 
principle behind this idea of 
‘pulse-stretching’ is simple and 
familiar, as Figure 1 attempts to 
illustrate. 



performance, 
however, we should 
not be aiming to 
influence the volume 
flow rate explicitly, 
but should be aiming for 



conditions which pertain for 
different pellet/rifling interfaces. 
Fortunately, the effect of sliding 
pellet friction is negligible in this 
respect, so I think that we can 
reliably use the ideas involved to 



'For overall optimal springer performance , however, 
we should not be aiming to influence the volume 
flow rate explicitly'' 



FIGURE 1: THE PRINCIPLE OF 
PULSE-STRETCHING 

The diagram shows how pulse 
length and velocity vary with flow 
diameter; but, as it stands, this 
model does not apply without 
reservation to the springer. In fact, 
this illustration, which Jim Tyler 
calls the ‘stirrup pump model’, is 
based on volume conservation, 



some overall control of the mass 
flow rate of the air transferring 
from the compression chamber to 
the barrel for the whole time that 
the pellet is under acceleration. 
This point becomes clear when we 
take a close look at the way in 
which the pellet accelerates 
through the barrel. 

CLUES FROM THE PELLET 
VELOCITY CURVES 



explain exactly what is going on. 

The way in which pellet velocity 
increases with time is easily found 
from the velocity/position curve 
and Figure 3 shows the velocity/ 
time response for a typical full 
power springer (in this case, a 
Weihrauch HW95). We can see 
that the velocity of the pellet 
increases linearly for the first 20% 
or so of the barrel time, until the )) 



Test Results for Pellet Velocity in Barrel 
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Computed Curves for Pellet Velocity in Barrel 



Percentage of Barrel Length 




Figure 2 Typical Experimental Results for Pellet Velocity 



Figure 3 Computed Pellet Velocity ‘v’ Time and Distance 
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TECHNICAL AIRGUN: TRANSFER PORT 




"The way in which pellet velocity 
increases with time is easily found 
from the velocity/position curve" 



pressure of the expanding air 
begins to drop significantly. The 
velocity then continues to 
increase, but at a gradually 
reducing rate for about another 
10% of the time. From this time 
onwards, the air flow in the 
transfer port is supersonic and the 
port remains choked until the 
pellet finally reaches the muzzle. 

Depending on the calibre and 
length of barrel, the transit time of 
the pellet in the barrel will 
normally fall within the region of 
one and a half to three 
milliseconds, with the shortest 
time applying to 0.177 pellets, and 
‘average’ 0.22 pellets taking about 
two to three milliseconds. The 
duration of the pressure pulse in 
the compression chamber 
depends on a variety of physical 
factors, including cylinder bore, 



piston stroke, piston mass, the 
recoverable energy stored in the 
main spring and the static pellet 
release pressure (typically around 
20 to 25 bar). 

The actual shape of the velocity 
curve can tell us a great deal 
about the force accelerating the 
pellet, provided that we bear in 
mind that the thrust of the air flow 
on the pellet depends on the 
product of the mass flow rate and 
velocity of the air. This force, in 
turn, is equal to the acceleration of 
the pellet multiplied by its mass. A 
bit of thought then leads to the 
conclusion that, when the slope of 
the pellet velocity/time curve is 
constant, the mass flow rate 
should also be constant. This 
condition prevails until the port 
starts to choke and suggests that, 
as the air expands from the 




To experiment with port size, most drill the poi 
oversize, and thread it to accent inserts. 
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a larger port will delay the onset 
until later in the shot cycle. A 
grossly undersized transfer port 
may throttle the air to such an 
extent that complete energy 
transfer cannot take place 



within the available barrel volume. 
On the other hand, if the transfer 
port is much too large, the internal 
energy of the air may not have 
sufficient expansion time to 

convert effectively into 
the flow energy needed 
to drive the pellet. 

Having established the 
essential operating 
principles of the transfer 
port, the next part of this 
article, will take a close 
look at some of the key 
questions concerning 
the sizing of the transfer 
port. The answers to 
those questions will 
draw on some new test 
results and will, I hope, 
help to clear up a few 
prevailing 

misconceptions. The 
tests were conducted 
for us, by professional 
engineers and 
technicians, using the 
kind of laboratory 
facilities that a 'home 
tinkered like me 
simply does not have 
access to, and lam 
immensely grateful 
that they allowed me 
to badger them into 
it. ■ 



"The absolutely critical fact to grasp in this 
explanation is that the transition point from 
unchoked flow to choked flow " 



transfer port into the barrel and 
subsequently decompresses, its 
density falls in such a way as to 
partially compensate for the 
increase in volume. Once the port 
chokes, the mass flow rate is 
again virtually constant, but at a 
lower value than in the unchoked 
phase of the shot cycle. 

The absolutely critical fact to 
grasp in this explanation is that 
the transition point from unchoked 



flow to choked flow, and the 
consequent shape of the velocity 
curve, depends on the diameter of 
the transfer port. A smaller 
transfer port will advance the 
commencement of choking, whilst 
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BULLSEYES 
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BARGAINS GALORE - DIRECT FROM THE AIRGUN WORLD READERS 



For only £4 your advert will appear in the next issue of 
Airgun World and on our website www.airgunshooting.co.uk 
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and sell! 



every 



Post your ad to, Airgun World Bullseyes, Evolution House, 2-6 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 2EG 

Please include your name, address, telephone number and a maximum of 40 words and we will contact you for payment if necessary. Please make 
cheques or POs payable to Airgun World. Get your entries in before the end of January to be in the March issue. Unfortunately we cannot guarantee 
which issue your ad will appear in. Please note that we cannot take your advert over the phone. For further information call Sharon on 01189 742524 



AIR RIFLE SMK 20 .22 

calibre for sale. £85. Internals 
stripped down and polished. 
Full-power. Smooth action. 
Walther 3-9 x40 AO scope and 
mounts. External camo (easy 
to remove) Try before you buy. 
Tel: 07852149740 
Staffordshire. 

.22 AIR ARMS S410 Carbine. 
Right hand Walnut stock, spare 
brand-new beech stock, 3litre 
(pressure tested) bottle with 
fittings, Hawke 3-9x40 hd scope, 
silencer and sheepskin. 

Excellent condition £550.00 Tel: 
01252 722604 Farnham 

RARE GUNS! TITAN JB1 -.22, 
Bushmaster scope, MINT, one 
owner from new, £325. Vintage 
LINCOLN JEFFERIES 0.22 
1907, Lovely £250. Vintage 
Diana (Huntress) break barrel, 
nice £85. Boxed Webley 
Tempest, Super pistol £80. 
Buyers Collect. Tel: 
07713635922 Coventry 

AIR ARMS S410 CARBINE .22 

Cal. Good condition. Very Little 
use. All original. Complete with 
scope silencer and bag. Ready 
to go. Buyer to collect. Bargain 
£445 ono. For more details tel: 
07849313793 South Glos 

AIR ARMS S510-SL Carbine 
walnut stock slung and swivelled 
Hawke Eclipse 3-9x50 
scope 2x mags 2x air arms 
pellets carrybah air bottle all 
attachments complete with 
original box and purchase 
receipts condition as new £400 
07931810940 Essex 



WANTED D.G. Designs scope 
enhancer tel: 01785712862 

WEBLEY MKIII Super Target 
1965/6 (approx.) with Parker 
Hale sight excellent condition 
with super walnut stock. Little 
used. £250 no offers. Buyer 
must collect. Suffolk 01728 648 
739 

FAC (60T.LBS.) DAYSTATE Air 

Ranger in .22 calibre. Excellent 
condition. Fitted Daystate 
silencer, good scope and sling. 
10-shot magazine or single-shot 
adaptor. Buyer must have 
firearms certificate. £950. Tel: 
01564 826594 

WEIHRAUCH HW100 for sale. 
Near new condition with Hawke 
4 - 16 x 50 scope. Spare rifle air 
reservoir. Diver’s bottle plus all 
hoses, fittings and manuals. All 
ready to use with pellets, targets 
and hard plastic double case. 
.177 calibre £650 ono West 
Sussex. Tel: 01243 69753 

WEIHRAUCH HW 97K Nickel 
Plated and synthetic 
thumbhole stock. .177 calibre 
with Hawke 4 - 8x40 scope 
and one-piece mount. Looks 
like new. Comes with pellets, 
targets and wood case. £325 
ovno. West Sussex Tel: 01243 
697539 

TANFOGLIO CUSTOM Gold 
Co2, BB blowback pistol. Full 
metal. Above average power, 
rapid fire competition model. 
Recoil on blowback, very light 
has cocking lever to assist 
speed. Little used still boxed, 
unmarked. 

£100 ono. Tel: 07890781668 



(Leicester). 

PARK RH/91 recoiless rifle .22, 
pristine, cased example with 
instruction booklet. Rare twin 
piston gun, £400. BSA RB2 
carbine Airsporter .25 vgc, 
slight damage to box £400. Tel: 
07821283976 (Leeds). 

WEBLEY HURRICANE .22 

execellent condition. Includes 
wood case circa 1979, original 
paperwork, instructions and 
scope mount £190 ono. SMK 
B2 .177 rifle, as new with scope 
and padded bag £25 ono, 
buyer collects. 

Tel: 01623 617820, 07783 
530637 (Derby). 

WALTHER LGV Challenge, 
synthetic .177 2 mod. Shot only 
1 tin of pellets. Excellent 
condition. Buyer collects. 

Norfolk £150, no offers, try 
before you buy. Tel: 
07852149760 (Staffordshire). 

FALCON PRAIRIE CM .177, 

Accushot 4-16x56, QGS 2 
silencer, bi-pod, laser, sling, 
extra metal mag, 300 bar 5 
litre, adaptor, Flambeau case, 
Nightvision monocular, Chrono. 
plus extras. 

Light use good condition, £750. 
Tel: 07850 235185 (Harlow). 

AIR RIFLE SMK 20, .22, 

internals stripped and polished. 
Full-power, smooth. Walther 
3-9x40 scope and mounts. 
Externally camo, easy to 
remove. Try before you buy. 
Buyers collects. 

£85.00. Tel: 07852 149740 
(Norwich). 



RAPID 7 MK1 .22 vgc, with 
scope and silencer. Very little 
use, £680, buyer collects. 
Wanted HW98 stock, condition 
not a necessity, no cracksor 
repairs. Tel: 02920 560869, 
07842 562976 (Cardiff). 

AIR ARMS CLASSIC S400, 

silencer and gun bag, Hawke 
scope Air Max SR6 (3-12X44). 
3ltr air bottle plus many extras 
- pellets, cleaning cloths etc. 
Would suit beginner. All in 
excellent condition £500 Tel: 
07850 558736 (Northants). 

DAYSTATE BUCKMASTER, 
.177 limited edition air rifle, 
no.88 of 100. Mint condition 
with all paperwork £850 ono 
also five tins of 303 Daystate 
Emperor pellets unopened, 
offers. 

Tel: 01462 817379 (Bedford). 

BSA .22 SPITFIRE H.F.PCP 

single shot air rifle. Custom 
thumbhole stock, original stock 
included. 3-9x40 Bushmaster 
scope, silencer, charging valve, 
spare ‘O’ rings, grease and alien 
keys, padded gun cover, vgc 
£199 + p+p. Tel: 01643 
702881, 07866 075614 
(Somerset). 

HW100 .177 in excellent 
condition with beautiful walnut 
stock. Very accurate and 
reliable. Comes with 2 mags 
and charging gear. Included 
lOltr 232 bar bottle, IR night 
scope 

all included, £500. Tel: 0141 
6499266 (Glasgow). 



The Bullseyes service is for readers wishing to buy and sell airgun equipment as part of a non-commercial transaction. There is no need for such 
transactions to be made face to face (unless an airgun is FAC rated), but Airgun World requests that due caution is exercised when buying or selling an 
airgun. You must adhere to the current airgun laws. You cannot buy an airgun if you are under 18 years of age. Bullseyes are not offered to those who sell 
airguns as a way of trade of business 
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TRIO-PR aJTjGUNLIGHT 

The complete package for the professional hunter 



The Trio-Pro LED Gunlight has three interchangeable 
coloured LED fronts in white, red and green giving 
illumination up to 300 metres. Duration: 2-3 hours 
continuous on high beam & 10 hours on low beam. 

No loss in light performance. 100% power and range. 

Identify targets more accurately. 

Interchangeable coloured 
heads are quick and 
simple to fit in seconds 





SIMPLY THE BEST FOR DESIGN, VALUE, QUALITY AND SERVICE 

Each kit contains: lamp, battery, red, white & green LED heads, dual gun mounting kit, 
mains charger, stock mounted switch, tailcap switch & wrist strap. 

ALL THIS FOR £144.00- PRICE INCLUDES VAT AND POSTAGE 

CLUSON ENGINEERING LIMITED 

Unit 6, Bedford Road, Petersfield, Hampshire GU32 3LJ 
Tel: 01730 264672 I Email: salestdclulite.co.uk 

Order by phone, cheque or online. Website: www.cluson.co.uk 





Don’t miss this opportunity to acquire one of these limited 
edition Air Arms or Daystate pre-charged rifles from 

WOODY’S OF WEMBLEY 

565 HIGH ROAD, WEMBLEY, MIDDX HA0 2DW • TEL: 0208 902 7217 



Lamping equipment 

Nightvision 

Deerhunter clothing 

Pumps, Filling Kits 

Chronos, Sound Mods 

Security cabinets 

Double gun covers + 

Soft and Hard cases 

Rangefinders 

Lasers, Red Dot 

and lots more 

Comprehensive 
range of accessories. 

Repairs and spares. 




AIR ARMS S510 ANNIVERSARY — £1350-00 




DAYSTATE - BOXALL & EDMISTON COMPLETE 
WITH NUMBERED SIGHT ETC — £2100-00 



GUNS include: 

Air Arms, Brocock, 

BSA, Crosman, Gamo 

Daystate, Falcon 

Phoenix Fast Fire 10 

Theoben, SMK 

Umarex, Weihrauch 

SCOPES include: 

Hawke, MTC 

BSA, Nikko 



OPENING TIMES: Tuesday - Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 

Please visit our website to view our comprehensive 



WOODY’S OF WEMBLEY:' 

FISHING TACKLE & SPORTING CON SPECIALISTS 



stock list, location map and specials page at: 

www.woodysofwembley.co.uk 



Established 1963 
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Finance Available 

Subject to status. 
Only available to people 
aged 1 8 and over. 

CALL FOR DETAILS OR 
APPLY ONLINE. 



01384 265 151 

www.daileisure.co.uk 

Unit 1 , Enterprise Estate, Pedmore Rd, 
Brierley Hill, West Mids, DY5 1TX 




mm 
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GAMO PT-85 



TOP VALUE GUNS 




Accuracy is all 
there - if you do 
your bit. 



y Aizt>£ 



detent. That’s neat. 



Tim Finley tests the fitness of 'a high-economy handgun 

B low-back action, C02- piercing screw-, which is driven by * tightened, the grip cover can slide 

powered pistols -have a huge * a fold-down metal toggle. Once back into place. The toggle can be 

global fan base, and one of the i the C02 bulb has been inserted, locked into the folded position due 

main players in this extensive M x neck-first, and the screw to a clever, spring-loaded ball 



SAFETY. FIRST ^ 

The large metal safety catch on 
the right-hand side of the actiorA^ 
pivots at its rear, and v 
inside the lever is a * 
\ secondary latch. 
■rThis serrated latcjj 
I has to be pulled 
■ backwards when 
you want to put the 
^H^^*»gun into 'fire’ mode. 
The gun is on ‘safe’ 
r when the lever has been 
■ | think it’s a pressed down and the end lines 

handsome handful. ' up with an ‘S’ on the frame. Pull 
bacK the middle section and push 
the lever up to line up with an ‘F’ 
on the frame and it reveals a red 
dot, signifying the gun is ready to 
. fire. You do not need to‘ push back 
|V this secondary lever in order to put 
the gun back into ‘safe’. 



, WARNING .HOT A TOY. wsuse 
INJURY OR DEATH. FSJSUWJX. 
USING RilAD OWNER’S MANUAL 






STANDARD 2 k$$ 

POWER UNIT 

As with the vast m 
majority of ‘gas’ 
pistols, this one * 

runs off a S 

12-gramme C02 3 ^ 

bulb, housed in ■ 

the butt. To get at ® 

the bulb 

compartment, you 
heed to pull 

downward on the bottom- 
rear section'of the grip, revealing 
the top of the bulb"slot and the 



MAGAZINE 

This pellet-firing pistol useknof 
one, but two, rotary, 8-shot 
magazines, housed on each end 
of its ‘stick’, which is inserted in 
the front of the grip. Fire off the 
first 8 shots, push the magazine 
release button, on the left-hand 
side of the frame just behind the 
trigger, and the magazine stick is 



‘‘I've been reminding 
myself just why these 
guns' are so popular'^ 
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GAMO PT-85 




pushed out of the bottom of the 
grip under spring pressure. Then, 
simply flip the stick, re-insert, and 
fire off the next 8 shots. The 
magazine cannot be inserted into 
the gun the wrong way around, 
but you do have to press the 
bottom of the magazine firmly into 
the gun to locate it. 



pushed all the way in, or you’ll get 
jams. 

FUEL EFFICIENT 

Over the chronograph the gun 
produced around 1.5 ft. lbs. for 
four mags’, or 64 shots’ worth, 
from each C02 capsule, which is 
more than I expected from a 



"64 shots' worth , from each C02 
capsule, which is more than I 

expected" 



The twin rotary sections of the 
magazine stick are easy to load 
with pellets - there’s even a 
diagram to denote the correct way 
round the pellets go - and you can 
load two pellets at a time before 
you have to rotate the mag' 
manually to continue loading. As 
always, make sure the pellets are 



blow-back pistol. Due to that 
blow-back action, on firing, the 
slide then cocks the hammer for 
the next shot, which uses C02, so 
this pistol's ‘economy rate’ really is 
quite impressive. The trigger is a 
wide, curved job, and for the first 
shot you can use it in either 
single-, or double-action. In 



double-action, where trigger 
pressure cocks the action and 
fires the shot, the pull is fairly 
heavy at 2.8kg, but that will come 
down a full kilo if you opt for 
single-action and manually cock 
the hammer before firing. 

You can tell when you are 
running out of gas because the 
slide stops going back far enough 
to cock the hammer. That’s the 
time to replace the C02 bulb, and 
as stated I found this was after 
four magazines’ worth of shots, 
but that figure will vary greatly 
depending upon the ambient air 
temperature. 



SPECIFICATIONS 


Manufacturer 


Gamo 


Country of origin Japan 


Distributor 


BSA UK Ltd 0121 
7728543 


Model 


PT-85 Blow-back 


Type 


C02-powered, 
multi-shot pistol 


Barrel length 


125 mm 


Calibre 


.177 pellet 


Action 


Blow-back 


Sights 


Open notch and post 


Sight Base 


144mm 


Trigger weight 


1.8kg (blow-back single 
action) 


Overall length 


200mm 


Weight 


0.775Kg 




VERDICT 

I really liked the Gamo PT-85 
blow-back. It's well made, 
accurate, and it really does ‘kick’ 
as it was designed to do - you 
really can feel it pushing back - 
and coupled with the blow-back 
action it's easy to see why it’s a 
best-seller. ■ 



SEEING THE SIGHTS 

The sight base is 144mm long 
and the rearsight notch has a 
white dot each side of it, to work 
with the single white dot on the 
fore sight. These dots are not paint 
but white plastic inserts; they also 
have a cone-shaped indentation in 
the middle which collects more 
light and keeps them bright. 
Another neat bit of design for sure. 

Carefully aimed shots gave me 
a 13.5mm diameter group at six 
yards and in fast-fire fun mode 
that doubled in size. 





The base of 
simply pulled 
bulb housing. 
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The 2015 Buyers Guide 




WHAT to buy 
WHERE to get it 
WHAT to do with it 



The Airgun World Buyers Guide 2015 
contains the most comprehensive list of 
airguns available in the UK, this booklet 
will enable you to make an informed 
choice when it comes to buying a new 
air pistol or rifle. Even better, the 
Buyers Guide includes features on how 
to get the best from your sport and 
raise the standard of your shooting. 



ORDER YOUR COMPLETE 
AIRGUNNING GUIDE TODAY: 



'■'B www. subscriptionsave. co. uk/guidel 5 

O n 71 yi Q Jl Q J\ O Q l\ /I Airgun World Buyers Guide, CDS Global, Sovereign 

A UOHH OHO 4COO quote CMMBG1 5A 1Z_^I Park, Market Marborough, Leicester, LEI B 9EF UK 



Mr/Mrs/Ms 


H 1 enclose a cheque made payable to Archant Community Media 


Address 


H Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Mastro £7.95 plus P&P 


Postcode 


Name(s) of 

holder(s) 


Tel no. Mobile no. 


llli i i i i i i i i II ii i 




Archant Ltd would like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new products/services 


Date 0| |0| |0 Date 0f |0 Maestro only Ml 


email SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive information by ■ post ■ phone. We 
occasionally pass your details on to carefully selected companies who wish to contact you with 
information about their products/services, please tick if you DO wish to be contacted in this way by 
■ email ■ SMS. Please tick if vou would Drefer NOT to receive information bv ■ Dost ■ Dhone. 


Signature Date 


Please allow 14 days for delivery. Please add £1.50 P&P for UK delivery or £7.00 for delivery to the rest of the world 







After the toughest year in his hunting life, Phil Hardman rides into 



T he last year wasn't a great one 
for me, as a hunter, or on a 
more personal level. My four 
year-old daughter Casey’s illness, 
and subsequent chemotherapy 
treatment, took its toll on the 
whole family, and suddenly my 
number one love, hunting, had to 
take a back seat. It didn’t just 
happen because of a lack of time, 
or any other outside reason. I 
often just struggled to find the 
motivation to leave my family; life 
was upside-down for all of us, it 
nearly tore us apart, and easily 
could have, had we not come 
together as a family, and stuck it 
out no matter what. 

I have barely left my wife's side 
this year, for any reason, and 



hunting just seemed the least 'proper’ hunter. I have actually 

important reason of them all. I felt had many feelings of not being a 
guilty and selfish for doing it. 'proper’ hunter this year, whatever 

Being out of the house for hours, one of those is, but I was 

yet being so close to home, I felt I somewhat ashamed that I wasn’t 
should be there, not in the fields. I going out as much as I used to. I 

haven’t ever told my wife this; I was letting myself down, letting 

haven’t told anyone, nor admitted the farmers down, the readers, the 

it to myself until I just typed it editor, everybody! Strange what 

here. I would imagine that many of goes through your mind when 

you out there have been in a times are tough, eh? Well, the 

similar situation, with an ill family good new is that Casey finished 

member, a bereavement, or her chemotherapy in September, 

maybe your own health, and I also and although it’s taken a while for 
imagine it’s a normal response to things to begin to go back to 
a crisis in the family, but I never normal, and the emotional turmoil 

ever imagined it was one I would to heal within our family, it finally 

experience. has, and as 2014 becomes 2015, 

I lived for hunting. I was even a I find myself with a renewed 

writer for a magazine. I was a passion, and a sense of 



excitement about hunting that I 
haven't had in a while, and it feels 
great! I’ve begun planning for the 
coming year, things I am looking 
forward to most, and any 
situations that I know will be 
coming up, ready to exploit them 
as soon as they do. 



A TIME TO PLAN 

I make my plans for the coming 
year every winter, and although 
they often change as the year 
goes by, most do not, they stay 
the same, just as they have, year 
in, year out, for over a decade. 
The seasons repeat themselves, 
as does nature, and therefore so 
must we as hunters. Winter 
mainly sees me tracking the 



Plenty of food, plenty of cover, and plenty 
opportunities. You’ve got to love the sprim 
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2015 on a supercharged mojo 



SPECIAL STALKS 

I do have one caveat however, and 
that is snowfall. Once there is 
snow on the ground, I will 
specifically target rabbits. The 
reason for this is simple; have you 
ever experienced lamping, with no 
lamp, or night vision hunting, with 
no NV? Well, the next time there's 
a decent enough snowfall to turn 
the fields white, get out after dark, 
while the snow is still soft 
underfoot, and experience one of 
the most special events in hunting; 
t night stalking with the naked eye! I 
take just one or two rabbits on 
these special hunts, but the 
memories last forever. 

As we roll into spring, I begin to 
give the rabbits my full attention, 
as they begin breeding and 
spending more and more time 



attention on the farmyard, which 
in the depths of winter, is a real 
magnet for vermin, particularly 
magpies, collared doves, and rats. 
You might notice that I haven’t 
mentioned rabbits, and that is 
quite simply because I stop 
hunting them in winter. They 
aren’t around as much, and their 
numbers are at an all-time low 
compared to the rest of the year. 
The survivors have evaded my 
best attempts all through the 
summer and I think they have 
earned a break. The farmer on my 
permission agrees, so unless 
there’s a massive rise in rabbit 
numbers, they’re safe from me 
until the vernal equinox, in late 
march (March 20th in 2015) 
which signals the first day of 
spring. 



main flock of woodpigeons 
around to find out where their 
daytime roost is, and once 
located, I tend to ambush them 
on a morning. 

This isn’t an easy task because 
finding them can be tricky, so I 
tend to look for their main source 
of food first. Rape is always a 
safe bet, but look anywhere that 
might contain a flock of birds; 
the sky is often a good start and 
with the flock sometimes 
numbering thousands of birds, 
all you need to do to find them is 
look up! Due to the lack of cover 
that winter brings, ambushing 
them is really the only way to go, 
because stalking is just too 
difficult. There may be a 



thousand eyes staring at you, 
and if you move, every single 
bird will take to the sky, and 
probably not return that day. 
Hunting woodies in winter is 
unforgiving, which is why I love 
it! Get there early, in good camo, 
top to bottom, and hide as best 
you can, picking them off one 
after the other as they arrive, 
that's the order of the day. Get it 
right, and it’s one of the most 
fantastic days you can have in 
the winter, it truly is. 



EASIER DAYS 

Once the woodies have left, or if I 
fancy an easier, more sheltered 
day out, especially if the weather 
is really bad, I concentrate my 
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can by simply stalking through the 
woods in full camouflage, another of 
my most favoured techniques. As 
spring becomes summer, I tend to 
take advantage of the fresh ground 
cover to enjoy stalking the 
hedgerows of the more open areas 
on my shoot. 

Rabbits, pigeons, magpies and 
crows can all be found out and 
about on an early summer’s 
evening, and whilst the sun shines 
and the nights are lighter, the days 
are not yet at their hottest, so 
temperatures are bearable. Of 
course, within a month or so, I am 
usually reduced to a sweating wreck 
every time I am caught out in the 



direct sunlight as the sun reaches 
its highest point in the sky, so 
another change of tactic sees me 
begin to spend more time sitting 
under trees in the crop fields, or in 
the small woods that border them. 
My targets here are mainly 
wood pigeons that have begun to 



begin shooting at night again now. 
know it won’t be long until autumn 
arrives, and with it the dark nights, 
so I tend to get my kit ready and 
make sure it’s all working as it 
should in preparation for 
September. 



' Oh how I love it and every single 
thing about it” 



congregate in their favourite sitty 
trees, as if watching and waiting for 
the crops to turn that golden-brown. 
Away from the heat of the day, I 



PIGEON HARVEST 

By mid-August I start to ready 
myself in earnest for the coming 
harvest, which brings with it the 



above ground. The cover is still 
thin enough to be able to see 
them, but there is enough of it to 
hide ourselves and with the 
hormonal distractions they are 
having from the breeding season, 
it’s one of the best times to make 
a decent dent in the numbers, just 
as they’re increasing at their 
highest rate. 



ACCESS REGAINED 

I also regain access to the woods on 
my permission that have been out 
of bounds due to the pheasant 
shooting season, so while the leaves 
are still sparse, I try to bag as many 
grey squirrels, and wood pigeons as I 
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and good 
enough help - the 



cammo provides 
**est is up to me. 



I have to admit I’ve 
become a bit spoiled as 
far as bags of woodies 
are concerned. 



highlight of my year, wood pigeon 
decoying! Oh how I love it and 
every single thing about it. The 
mere sight of a brown crop field or 
patch of stubble is enough to get 
me excited, and I spend many 
hours repainting decoys, checking 
hide netting, conducting 
reconnaissance missions and 
watching flightlines. I begin to build 
up a picture of the birds’ activity in 
my area, search for potential hiding 
spots, or ready hides I already have 
from previous years. I barely do 
anything else all month, constantly 
nipping out, just to check and 
double check. Have the fields been 
cut? Is that a tractor I hear? Come 



the day, I like to sit and watch the 
field being harvested, and if I can, 
spend some time late in the 
afternoon afterwards, checking 
how the birds are approaching, 
and where they’re landing. The 
following morning, I get in place, 
and hit them hard, very hard! I 
have had some great results, 
bagging 70 or 80 birds in a 
session, and on many occasions 
too. In fact, I tend to get 
disappointed if I bag less than 30 
these days, so used am I to good 
results. 



in one last decent squirrel hunting 
session before I lose access to the 
woods for the pheasant season. 
Using baited feeders to draw them 
in, and a nice, comfortable, 
weatherproof hide, means I don’t 
have to suffer too much if the 
weather has started to turn, as is 
often the case in autumn. I have 
had some great results doing this, 
and it's nice to have somewhere to 
retreat to after months of warm 
weather, when the sudden cold 
snap can come as a bit of a shock 
to the system. 



tend to be spent either hunting 
rats at night, lurking around the 
farmyard during the day, or 
wishing it would snow so I could 
go stalking in my white snow suit, 
which is perhaps second only to 
pigeon decoying on the things I 
look forward to most each year. 

Of course there are many other 
plans I have and things I look 
forward to, and even after a 
decade or more, repeating them 
all annually as if they have 
become some kind of ritual, I still 
enjoy them immensely. Yeah, so, I 
had a hard year last year, but this 
year, Hardman is back -and he’s 
loving it! ■ 



SQUIRRELS AT LAST AND FINALLY ... 

As harvest draws to a close, I get The final few weeks of the year 
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RA8A Application form i GET INSURED 



M BASA Membership, CDS Global, Sovereign Park, 
Market Harborough, Leicester, LEI 6 9EF. 

CHOICE OF DEAL: □ Bumper Deal □ BASA only 

□ I am a new subscriber □ I am a current subscriber and wish to renew 

□ I am a BASA member and wish to renew (enter membership number below:) 

Name 

Email* [required for INSTANT cover] 



* Please enter this information so that we keep you up-to-date with important information. You can 
unsubscribe from these mebasages at any time. 

Address 



Postcode 

Telephone Number 

□ I confirm I am 1 8 years old or above 
If choosing Deal 1 , please read below: 

□ Tick here if you’ve ever been declined insurance cover before. If you have ticked this box, please 
send us the details. B.A.S.A has the right to reject a membership application, subject to appeal. 

□ Tick here if you’ve ever been convicted of a criminal offence (excluding minor driving offences).The 
membership secretary will contact you for more details before processing your application. 

D INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT 

□ Bumper Deal - Please start my membership by annual Direct Debit at £45.00 

□ BASA only - Please start my membership by annual Direct Debit at £19.95 



Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society branch. 




Signature 


Date 


INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY. Please pay Archant Community 


SERVICE USER NUMBER 
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Media Ltd. Direct Debits from the account detailed on this instruction, subject to 


safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 1 understand that the instruction may 
remain with Archant Community Media Ltd and if so, details will be passed 
electronically to my Bank or Building Society. 


Reference: (Office use only) 


□ PAYING BY CREDIT/ DEBIT CARD 





□ Bumper Deal - Please start my membership by credit/ debit card at £48.00 

□ BASA only - Please start my membership by credit/ debit card at £23.95 
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Q PAYING BY CHEQUE 

□ Bumper Deal - 1 enclose my cheque made payable to Airgun World for £48.00 

□ BASA only - 1 enclose my cheque made payable to B.A.S.A for £23.95 






Signature Date 

Archant Community Media Ltd, would like to keep in touch, from acknowledging receipt of you order efficiently to sending you details of exclusive offers. Please tick 
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BUMPER DEAL 



JUST £45.00* 

Total Value £95.77 
Saving 53% (£50.77) 



13 issues of Airgun World 

+ 

Annual BASA Membership 

+ 

Boker Hunter Pocketknife 




*By Direct Debit or £48.00 by 
credit/debit card or cheque 



1 2 months BASA 
Membership 




ONLY £19.95 



By Direct Debit 



OR 



ONLY £23.95 

By credit/debit card 









Welcome to Britain’s ONLY 
Airgun Association 



JOIN TODAY 




ENJOY THE PRIVILEGES BASA BRINGS - AND ABOVE ALL, SHOOT LEGALLY AND SAFELY 



■ Up to £2 million third party 
liability insurance* Covering 
Airguns and FAC Airguns 

■ Photo ID card and proof 
of insurance 

■ SPECIAL OFFERS on 

Archant books and DVD’s 



■ SPECIAL OFFERS from 
selected retailers. Visit 
www.airgunshooting.co.uk 

■ FREE entry in Airgun World 
competitions 

■ Contact our experts in the 
field of shooting 




Current members can also take up this great offer by extending their membership today! 

Just call and quote the code below 



JOIN TODAY FOR INSTANT COVER 

Provide your email address to receive instant cover 



^ www. subscriptionsave. co.uk /BA AW 
0844 848 8057 quote cbasawsa 

Lines are open 8am-9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am-4pm Sat. BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p/min plus a 15p call set up fee, callsfrom mobiles usually cost more. 

# Third party liability indemnity - excess £250 property damage only. The public liability insurance is arranged byArthur J. Gallagher insurance brokers limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Allow up to 1 4 days for the preparation of your membership documents. You will be instantly insured subject to your payment being successfully processed. You will need to provide your BASA membership number to benefit from the special offers, for more 
information please visit www.airgunshooting.co.uk/basa-membership. To upgrade your membership to include both shotguns or rimfire/centrefire rifles please call 0844 848 8057. T&Cs: Direct Debit is a UK offer only. Details of Direct Debit Guarantee are available on 
request. Airgun World is published 1 3 times a year. Savings are based on the cover price of £3.99. Gift is available on bumper deal only. Please allow up to 28 days to receive your free gift. Offer ends 28/02/15. 







AIR ARMS 
BISLEY 
BRATTON 
SOUND 



1 hours tuition 
with Terry 
Le Cheminant 

when you purchase any PCP 
V sporting rifle from us y 



'ASSOC 1 



Visit our newly fully refurbished shop and you’ll get: 

• A. Mtw fodcow.1 • Tkt best objective. aAv'ioi • Time to browse 
• 'Vki ri^kt pro^uet At tke ri^kt price • Comprekensioe A{ter-sAles seroi ci 
• ^uAlit^ second kAvU purcMse^ • ne^> lines in stock 
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We are now GEHMANN Shooting Products Main Retail Stockists 



DAYSTATE 

FALCON 

HAWKE 

STEYR 

THEOBEN 

NOCKOVER 

TARGETS 

DIANA 

CHARGING 

BOTTLES 

RHINO 

BUSHNELL 



SRA 



National Small-bore Rifle Association 



Lord Roberts Centre, Blsley Camp, Brookwood, Surrey GU24 ONP 
Telephone: 01483 485 511 Fax: 01483 488 817 Email: sales@nsra.co.uk 

www.nsra.co.uk 

Open Monday to Sunday 0900-1700 or shop online 



% Rowan Eneineerijiff 



www.rowanengmeermg.com 



Multi-shol Magazine 
Adaptor Kts. 



Air Arms S400 , S200 
Brocock - Hunter, Concept and Contour 
Falcon - FN 1 9, PF 1 8, Prairie Cs 
Ripley Elite 



1 50mm Sidewheels 
Universal Fitting. 

lllll 

mmn 




Natural Aluminium £103.95 
Black Anodised £105.95 



Sidewheels. Pointers and Turrets 
Nikko, Falcon T50, Sightron Sill 




150mm Sidewheel. 
Natural Aluminium £96.95 
Black Anodised £98.95 

Elevation Turret. 
Prices from £28.95 

Zoom Levers. 
Prices from £36.95 

Pointers 
Prices from £24.50 









I IW Fixed and Setback Triggers, hw 35, 80, 97 etc 
^ ^ HW Setback alum. £33.95 

HW Setback brass £35.95 
Supplied with short adjuster 
screw. 

Available in aluminium, 
black anodised and brass. 



Trigger Blades Also for - 
S400 Setback brass £35.95 
TX200 fixed from £28.95 



Rowan Engineering Ltd. 

Unit 9 Overfield, Thorpe Way 
Banbury. Oxon. OX16 4XR 
Website : www.rowanengineering.com 
E-mail : sales@rowanengineering.com 
Phone : 01295 251 188 




Air Arms 

Single Shot Loader 



Fits S410 S510etc. 
Available in . 1 77 and .22 
£44.95 



Air Strippers with^ 
adjustable cone. 



Daystate 

Single Shot Loader 




Fits Mk3, Mk4. Airwolf, 

Air Ranger, Huntsman etc. 
Available in .177 and .22 cal. 
£44.95 



S400 Aluminium £38.95 
S400 Black anodised £39.95 
LG 1 10 Aluminium £47.45 







•M 



1/2” UNF Versions also available 
BSAand HW100 



Adjustable I lamster for 
LG 110 and rifles with 
accessory rails. 



Adjustable height. 
Delrin plate, aluminium 
mounting post and 
stainless steel T-nut 
£57.95 




1 50mm Universal Sidewheel E 

Natural Aluminium and Black 
anodised finishes. 

exclude delivery & 
arc subject to 
change. 



Please see our website for further 
custom parts and accessories, 
www. ro wanengi neeri ng.com 
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ROSIE'S RECIPE 



D4-s 






ANGLESEY RABBIT 




ANGLESEY RABBIT 

Rosie swaps eggs for rabbit in a new take on another terrifically tasty treat 



I have no idea whether or not 
rabbit is cooked like this in 
Anglesey. This is my take on 
Anglesey Eggs, which a friend of 
mine told me about, and I’ve a 
feeling that 'Anglesey’ is only in 
the title of the recipe because it 
contains leeks. It could just as 
easily have been named 'Cardiff 
Eggs’ - not quite the same ring to 
it, I grant you - or any other town 
in Wales, but I’m sure the people 
of Anglesey would eat my version 
given the chance. 

I added a couple of slices of 
prosciutto to mine, but that’s only 



because I happened to have 
them handy and I like the 
saltiness with the sweetness of 
the rabbit. You could also use 
diced streaky bacon, or lardons 



- or omit the bacon element 
altogether. 

I tried this dish on a cold and 
wet Saturday afternoon, curled up 
in front of a TV with a bottle of 
white wine. You might think it’s a 



bit of hassle to make - especially 
the cheese sauce, but it will be 
well worth the effort, trust me. I 
don’t know why anything mashed 
potato-based is so satisfying, but 



it is one of the best comfort foods 
out there, and I’m not the only 
one who thinks so. 

This also makes an ideal starter 
for a dinner party. Just assemble 
as directed below, but place the 



ingredients into ramekins instead 
of one large ovenproof pot. You 
can make this dish ahead of time 
and reheat it in a hot oven just 
before you’re ready to eat - it only 
takes about half an hour - or 
make two and freeze one; there 
are loads of options, and I defy 
anyone not to enjoy eating it! 

If you don’t have any crisps in 
the house you can whizz up some 
breadcrumbs, mix with a glug of 
olive oil, salt and pepper and 
some mixed herbs and use that 
instead - crisps are crunchier, 
though. 



"I like the saltiness with the sweetness of 
the rabbit" 
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ANGLESEY RABBIT 










INGREDIENTS: 



2lbs Maris Pipers, or 
white potatoes 

Butter and hot milk 
for mashing 

2 leeks, sliced finely 

Rabbit meat, cooked 
and removed from the 
bone 

Couple of slices of 
prosciutto (optional) 

Chicken stock cube 

Cheese sauce - 
heaped tablespoon 
flour, knob of butter, 
half a pint of milk, 
two good handfuls of 
grated mature 
Cheddar. 

Plain crisps, crushed 
lightly. 






Add leek and rabbit mixture. 












Fry the leeks and bacon for about three minutes. Line a dish with mashed 




Pour the cheese sauce to cover. 



Top with crushed crisps. 



Bake until it looks like this. 
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AIR GUN ROUGH SHOOTING 

JUNCTION 6 M25 (GODSTONE) 

RELAXED AND 
INFORMAL SHOOT 

BEGINNERS WELCOME 

DAY TICKET ONLY 

TEL: 0208 676 9939 

EMAIL: foxcatcherphil@virginmedia.com 




RILL LIISIES S FITTINGS 



CUSTOM MADE PA FITS 



FPEE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 



0845 456 1185 A /ion - r=FU as 



FREE Ul< 

DELIVERY i 

ORDERS OVER £10 \ 



best-fittings 



UK T: 0044 (0) 151 604 1788 FRANCE T: 0033 (0) 3277 45145 
M: 0044 (0] 7768 406377 M: 0033 (0) 6500 74421 

E fireballpel@aol.com E: fireballpel@aol.com 




PROTON-X 

THE REAL PROVEN ALTERNATIVE TO 12gr & 88gr C02 

PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS! 




The BEST way by far to 
keep all your copies of 
Airgun World in tip-top 
condition is in our super 
quality binder. Each holds 
12 issues and costs just 
£5.99 including P&P. 



Please send me (quantity) Airgun World Binders at £5.99 including P&P 

Name: 

Address: 



Postcode: Daytime Tel: 

I enclose a cheque/P.O. for the sum of £ (Please note that these binders are forA4 magazines only). 

Please debit my Credit card: MastercardA/isa 

Card No: 0000 OOOO OOOO 0000 Expiry date: Sec code: Signature: 
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DEALERS DIRECTORY 





Large display of new and second hand 
shotguns, rifles, air weapons, and general shooting accessories. 
Part exchange welcome. Guns bought for cash. 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9-5pm. Closed Wed. 

8 Birdgate, Pickering, North Yorkshire, Y018 7AL 
Tel: 01751 476904, Tel/fax: 01751 477773 
Email: info@pickeringairguns.co.uk 
www.pickeringairguns.co.uk 




www.wighillparkguns.co.uk 

Visit one of Britain's best stocked Airgun Shops 
in the heart of the Yorkshire countryside 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY ON OUR INDOOR RANGE 
Part exchange a specialty 
Wighill Park, NrTadcaster, 

North Yorkshire LS248BW 
Tel: 01937 833757 Fax: 01937 530563 




Stockists of Weihrauch, Webley, BSA, Norica,Gamo, Hammerli, 
scopes, lamps, pellets and accessories. Airsoft guns stocked, 
crossbows & archery available. Guns serviced and repaired. Airgun 
and cylinder refills to 300 bar. 

4A Atkinsons Buildings, Trimdon Street 
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear SR4 6AH 
Tel: 01915 670147, contact@sunderlandairguns.com 

55 www.sunderlandairguns.com 

*vreT Mon-Fri 9-5:30 1 Sat 9-4:30 1 Sun 10-3 




CHURCHILLS 
OF DEREHAM 



Large Stock of New & Used Guns 
Full Gun Repair Service - On Site 
Clay Shoots/Lessons Arranged 

Perazzi ^ Browning @bi.kf.tta D£(MfNl 

GUNS WANTED -CASH PAID 
01362 696926 

Visit our online shop 
www.onlinegunshop.co.uk 





Trackside Guns and Archery Ltd is a retail shop with an indoor and 
outdoor Archery Range and an indoor Airgun shooting range based 
in Lincolnshire. We sell shotgun cartridges, live rounds and everything 
you need for Shooting Sports. We also stock a large range of 
Archery equipment. 

Open Mon 9am - 8pm, Wed 9am - 10pm, 

Tues, Fri, Sat 9am - 5pm. Thursday and Sunday Closed. 
Trackside Guns and Archery Ltd, Station Yard, Station Road, 
North Kelsey Moor, Caistor, Lincolnshire LN7 6HD 
Tel: 01652 678895 

Email: tracksidegunsandarchery@gmail.com 
www.tracksidegunsandarchery.com 




Selection of air rifles including BSA, Air Arms, Falcon, 

Cometa, Brocock, Webley, Weihrauch, Edgar. CZ and Ruger rimfire rifles, 
Shotguns, ammunition and cartridges. 

Reloading powders and centre fire ammunition in stock. 

Open 9:00 AM -5:30 PM Mon -Fri, 

9:00 AM -4:30 PM Sat 

53 Norris Street, Warrington, Cheshire WA2 7RJ 
Tel: 01925 415901 
Email: sales@warringtonguns.com 
Web: www.warringtonguns.com 




470 Oldham Road, Failsworth, 
Manchester M35 OFH 

Tel: 0161 681 7947 

Large stocks of guns, scopes, pellets. 
Servicing & repairs 



COUNTRY SPORTING 
GUNS 

Cannons Cottage, Punchbowl Lane, Brothertoft, 

Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 3SB 

Tel: 01205 311246/01205 369470 
Email: stvdxn440@gmail.com 
Web: www.countrysportingguns.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
We supply airguns and shooting accessories, stocking all major air rifle brands, 
optics and silencers. Setup and tuning service. We are selected BSA area 
dealers. Sporting rifles and shotguns including ammo. New and secondhand 
rifles and shotguns. SHOOTING RANGE. We buy airguns. This is the home of 
the Grand European 80 Varmint air rifle. 




A Huge Range of Accessories and Clothing 

Open 9:00 AM -5:30 PM Tues -Sat, 

Closed Sundays 

Open all Bank Holidays 

Tony's Camo & Airgun Centre, 
Chesterbank Business Park, River Lane, 
Saltney, Chester CH48SL 

Tel: 01244 681191 Email: tonyscamo@yahoo.co.uk 




www.henrykrank.com 

We stock Air Arms, BSA, Weihrauch, Hatsan, Walther, Gamo, Crosman 
and Umarex air guns both new and second hand. 

Extensive range of antique air guns also in stock. 

Visit our shop at: 100-104 Lowtown, Pudsey, W.Yorkshire, LS28 
9AY Call us on: 01 132 569163 or 01132 565167 Email us: sales@ 
henrykrank.com 




The Chantreys, Mooredges Road, 
Thorne, Doncaster DN85RY 
Tel:01405 741706 Fax: 01405 740936 

Extensive range of all leading airguns, 
scopes and accessories. 

Mail order available. 

Open 7 days a week inc. Bank Holidays 
Late nights Thursday / Friday 



T.R. ROBB 

AIRGUN SPECIALIST 

316 High Road, South Benfleet, 

Essex SS75HB 

Tel: 01268 752888 
Website: trrobb.com 
Information: www.trrobb.com 

Full range of Air Rifles, Pistols and Telescopic Sights. Tuning 
Servicing Kits. 

Airguns Bought and Sold 
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To advertise here phone Ryan Coupland: 01 189 742525 



BEDFORD COUNTRY 
PURSUITS LTD 




PORTSMOUTH 
GUN CENTRE 




1 1 1 Castle Road, Bedford, Bedfordshire, MK40 3QX 
Tel: 01234 346648 Fax: 01234 346648 
Email: info@bedfordcountrypursuits.com 

www.bedfordcountrypursuits.com 

Selection of Air Rifles / Firearms and 
Shotguns - all leading makes 
Compressor for cylinder filling and rifles 

Open: Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 8am - 5pm. 

Wed 8am - 7pm 
CLOSED MONDAYS & SUNDAYS 








We stock rifles, pistols, shotguns, airguns 
and black powder weapons. 

Keeping the leading brands in stock, the business can accommo- 
date all enquiries from customers and shooters alike. 
Complimenting the vast range of firearms, Portsmouth Gun 
Centre also carries a large amount of accessories, ammunition, 
clothing and miscellaneous shooting equipment. 

Tel: 02392 660 574 

email: sales@portsmouthguncentre.com295 











BORDERS GUNROOM 




RIFLE SPORTS 


New & S/H Air Rifles bought and sold 

Repairs carried out on the premises 
Full range of accessories 

Delivery service available for air weapons 

South of Scotlands largest retailer 
of Shooting and Fly Fishing equipment 

Main St, St Boswells, Melrose, TD6 OAA 
Tel: 01835 822844 


Airguns and accessories including: 

1 Scopes, Bi-pods, Lamps, Night Vision, Airguns, Pellets, & much 
more. 

1 Country Clothing by Jack Pyke, Ridgeline, Realtree, Web-Tex, and 
Napier. Scopes by Bushnell, Nikko, Sabre, SMK and Nikon 

Unit 59 Globe Works Industrial Estate, Grays, Essex RM17 6ES 
www.riflesports.co.uk 01375 658000 







WONDERLAND MODELS 




RONNIE SUNSHINES 


EDINBURGH 

Edinburgh's leading air rifle, air pistol, air gun pellet and 
accessories supplier. 

We are dealers for Air Arms, Anics, BSA, Crosman, Gamo, 
Sportsmarketing, Umarex, Webley and Weihrauch 
www.wonderlandmodels.com Tel: 0131 2296428 
97 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AN 

Members of the Gun Trade Association Dealer Registration Number 191 


4 Canalside, Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted, 

Herts HP4 1EG. Tel/Fax: 01442 872829 
Email: info@ronniesunshines.com 
Web: www.ronniesunshines.com 
Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9 - 5 

HERTFORDSHIRE'S LEADING AIRGUN SPECIALISTS 

1 we stock Weihrauch, Daystate, Air Arms, BSA, FX, Webley, SMK, and many more. Plus a large 1 
| range of C02 pistols, scopes, clothing and a comprehensive stock of airgun accessories. We are 1 
1 also a Bushcraft and Survival specialists supplying all the kityou need to survive. Come and 1 
visit our shop and Try before you buy on our purpose built indoor range 

Or visit our website www.ronniesunshines.com 








PARK STREET GUNS 




GREENFIELDS 
AIRGUN CENTRE 


REGISTERED FIREARM DEALER 

1-2 Park Street Lane, Park Street, 

St. Albans AL2 2NE 

Tel: 01727 872646/872669 
Fax: 01727 875449 

Email: parkstreetguns@talk21.com 
Website: www.gunshot.co.uk 


The Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, 
Sturry, Canterbury CT2 0NG 
Stockists of BSA, Webley, Air Arms, Logun, 
Weihrauch, Gamo and many more. 
Helpful Friendly Advice Always Available 
Tel: 01227 713222 Fax: 01227 710611 
Website: www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
Email: sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
Open Tues-Sat 8.30-5.30. Sun 9-1. Closed Mon 



THE OXFORD GUN CO 




CHICHESTER ARMOURY 


Jericho Farm, Oxford Road, 




43 West Street, Chichester, 
Sussex P0191RP 




Oakley, Bucks HP189RG 








Tel: 01844 238308 




Tel: 01243 774687 




Wide choice of Air and C02 Rifles and Pistols, Pellets, 




www.chiarm.co.uk 




Scopes and loads of kit! 












Wide choice of air rifles, 




Mon/Tues/Thur: 10-5 Fri: 10-7 Sat: 9-5.30 




pistols and accessories 











R&K STOCKCRAFT 
GUNSMITHS 




STRINGTOWN SUPPLIES 




EXPERT ADVICE WITH A COMPETITIVE PRICE? 
CALL NOW 01908 561298 

Opening Hours Mon - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm 
Sat - 8:30am - 3:15pm Closed on Sunday 

19 Vicarage Road, Stony Stratford, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK11 1BN 
Tel: 01908 561298 or 01908 568493 
Email: rkstockcraft@btconnect.com 
Web: www.rkstockcraft.com 




1 29 High Street, Polegate, East Sussex BN265AB j 

Tel: 01323 488844 

1 Email: stringtownsupplies@btinternet.com 

Web: www.stringtownsupplies.com 
Opening hours: 9.1 5 to 5.30 (6 days a week). Sunday 1 0-4. 

Why not visit our amazing shop ("The Aladdin's Cave" as its known!) 
Secondhand and new airguns. Air Arms, BSA, Crosman, Gamo, Hawke, 
SMK, Umarex, Webley, Weihrauch etc. Plus: Army surplus, camo clothing, 
Jack Pyke, archery, crossbows, airsoft, de-acts, paintball. Mail order 
service. Also dealer to dealer. 



MAY OF LONDON LTD 




MELBOURNE 
TACKLE & GUNS 


Air rifle and pistol sales. Gunsmith on-site. Dive cylinders and filling station 
on-site. Indoor range. Vast range of goods and accessories. 

Expert and friendly advice always given. 

We also sell Shotguns, Rifles, Cartridges, Ammunition, 

Cabinets and Clothing. 

Open:Tues-Fri 9.30am-6pm &Sat9.30am-5.30pm 

21 -23 CherryTree Rise, Buckhurst Hill, Essex IG9 6EU 
Tel: 0208 504 5946, Fax: 0208 505 6664. 
trueshot@btinternet.com | www.mayoflondon.com 


64 Church Street, Melbourne, Derbyshire 
Tel: 01332 862091 

Large selection of new and second hand Sporting 1 
Rifles, Shotguns and Air Rifles. 

Outdoor, Waterproof Clothing & Footwear. 

Barbour, Aigle & Seeland stockist. 

Visit our website: www.melbournegun.com 








C&H WESTON 




KIBWORTH GUNSHOP & 
SHOOTING GROUND 


12 East Street, Brighton, Sussex BN1 1 HP 
Tel: 01273 326338 Email: info@chweston.co.uk 
Web: www.chweston.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Sun & Bank Hoi 1 0.30-4.30 
Established 181 9, C&H Weston offer a friendly service. We stock all good brands 
such as Air Arms, BSA, Daystate, Brocock, Weihrauch, Gamo, ASG, Crossman, 
SMK. We stock a massive range of pellets and other shooting accessorises. 
Scopes by Lightstream, Hawke, Nikko, BSA, MTC PX a pleasure. Second hand 
guns also stocked. 

Credit cards: Qg TET BL M £ ibem | 


On main A6 1/2 mile south Kibworth, 
Leicestershire, LE8 ORB. Tel: 0116 279 6001 ext 2. 

Extensive range of airguns & accessories. 

Try before you buy! 

Repairs, tuning, customising 

www.kibworthshootingground.co.uk 

airguns@kibworthshootingground.co.uk 

Official Daystate Dealer & Repair Centre" 1 






■ 


MFC SUPPLIES 




THE GUN ROOM 




HUH 


9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex 
Tel: 01323 846883 

1 New and Secondhand Airguns Bought and Sold, Pneumatic 
Service Centre 

Also spares, repairs, scopes, Soft Air, 

1 Sling Shots, Decoys, Cartridges, Huge Stocks ofArmy Surplus, Camo 1 
1 Clothing & Gortex, Invisible Clothing, Combat Boots, Ammo Boxes, 1 
Camo Netting plus lots more 




4 Western Road, Devon 
Tel/Fax: 01752 893344 

www.thegunroom.co.uk 

gun.room@virgin.net 

Probably the best selection of Airguns 
in the South West 

DAYSTATE, WEIHRAUCH, BSA, AIR ARMS, WEBLEY, LOGUN 

New and Secondhand - Quality Service 






BROM SPORTS 




COUNTRYWIDE 


HEREFORD'S AIRGUN SPECIALIST 

1 A large range of Air guns and accessories available including: Air Arms, BSA, 1 
1 Daystate, Webley, Crossman, SMK, Hawke and many more. Also available: air 1 
1 cylinder charging, archery, crossbows, soft air, repairs & servicing and much 1 
more. A family friendly outlet, with help and advice always available. 1 

Bromyard Sports 66 Widemarsh Street, Hereford HR4 9HG. 

Tel: 01432 344610 
www.bromsports.co.uk 

1 Email: bromsportshereford@yahoo.co.uk 

1 ■■■■■ Open 9 'till 5 Tuesday to Saturday 

1 Bank Holiday Mondays 10am -3pm 1 


Offers a great selection of new & used airguns. Stockists of 
Weirauch, BSA, Air Arms, Daystate, Gamo, Umarex, SMK and 
Crosman. Gun repair on site. Good selection of scopes on site. 

Bradford Road, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8LQ 

Tel: 01225 701473 

Email: enquiries@countrywidefarmers.co.uk 

Open Mon-Fri 8.30-6.00. Sat 8.30-5.30. Sun 10.00-16.00. 








WALKERS 
OF TROWELL 




NORTH WALES 
SHOOTING SCHOOL 


Nottingham Road, Trowell, 

Nottingham NG93PA 

Tel: 0115 930 7798 

Stockists of: Daystate, BSA, Weichrauch, Air Arms, 
Umarex, Hawke. 

1 Large range of Pellets & Accessories. Fishing Tackle 1 
& Outdoor Clothing. 


Sealand Manor, Nr. Chester 
Tel: 01244 812219 

55 yard Air Rifle Range £5 for two hours 

Air Rifles, Accessories, Chronograph, Gunsmith 

Tuesday - Saturday 
Ring for availability 








IBSTOCK GUN 
& TACKLE 




DRAGON 


FIELD SPORTS 


61-63 Chapel St, Ibstock Leic, LE67 6HF 
Tel: 01530 260901 
www.lbstocktackle.co.uk 
Wide range of air rifles, scopes and 
accessories at discount prices. 

Daystate stockist. 

ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 
Guns always wanted - Cash paid 


WREXHAM 

Full range of air rifles and pistols: 
Webley, Weihrauch, BSA, Crosman, 
Logun, Air Arms, Brocock etc 
+ Scopes, Lamps, Archery 

8 Egerton St, Wrexham town centre 
Tel: 01978 290990 
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Shooting Books & DVD's 

Svd” 0 r°o k m Airgun MB SHSBter 



A SELECTION OF BOOKS 
AND 




Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts in 
action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some 
squirrels and rats 




Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts 
in action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some 
pigeons and 
crows 




Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts in 
action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some rabbits 





2015 

BUYERS GUIDE 



WHAT to buy 



WHERE to get it 



WHAT to do with it 



The moment you've been waiting for 
has arrived because the Airgun 
World Buyers Guide 2015 is on sale 
now. Containing the most 
comprehensive list of airguns 
available in the UK, this booklet will 
enable you to make an informed 
choice when it comes to buying a 
new air pistol or rifle. Even 
better, the Buyers Guide 
includes features on how to 
get the best from your sport 
and raise the standard 
of your shooting. 



NOW AVAILABLE 



AIRGUN WORLD 



BUYERS GUIDE 2015 



LIMITED E 
STOCK £ 
SPORTING 



RIFLE 



SHOOTER 



From air rifles to the 
heavy safari calibres, 
this guide has it all! 
Aim to be the best, 
with tips and 
advice from 
Sporting 
Shooter's 
experts. 
Only available 
f post or phone 



EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 

01189 742524 ^ subscriptionsave.co.uk/shooting 



PRIORITY ORDER FORM 

H Shooting Books Offer, Archant Specialist, 2-6 

Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 2EG 



YOUR DETAILS 



BOOKS (+ £1-50* P&P) 

□ The Buyers Guide 15 £7.95 

□ Sporting Rifle Shooter £6.95 



DVDS <+ £1.50* p&p) 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II 

Squirrels & Rats £15.95 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II 

Pigeons & Crows DVD £14.45 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II 

Rabbits DVD £14.95 



♦Please add £1.50 P&P to all products for UK Delivery. Please add £5 P&P for delivery to Europe and the rest of the world for Sporting Riffle Shooter and £7 for the Airgun World Buyers 2015. For DVD's please add £2.50 for Europe or £3.50 
for rest of world. Archant Ltd, publisher of this magazine, would like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new products/services which might be of interest. Please tick if you DO wish for Archant Ltd to contact you in this way by 
■ email ■ SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive information by ■ post ■ phone. We occasionally pass your details onto carefully selected companies who wish to contact you with information about their products/services, please 
tick if you DO wish to be contacted in this way by ■ email ■ SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive such information by ■ post ■ phone. 



1 Mr/Mrs/Ms 


■ Address 


Postcode 


■ Daytime tel. 






Mobile 










I Email 


CHEQUE OR CREDIT CARD 














1 □ 1 enclose my cheque PO for £ 


made payable to Archant Community Media Ltd 


1 OR Please charge my Mastercard □ Visa □ Maestro □ £ 












1 r 








□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


Issue no. 
(Maestro Only) 


■ 

Valid from 






/ Signature 

(cardholder) 














J Card Expiry Date 


r / WZ 



















GET THE airMAX ADVANTAGE! 



Airmax 30 IR SF :The Ultimate Design in Airgun 

Optics with the Latest Innovative Features 




Red IR - Infinitely adjustable 
stepless rheostat 



1/4 M.O.A exposed, locking 
and resettable 'sniper style' turrets 



Fully multi-coated optics for 
sharp and bright images 



4 Inch side focus wheel for parallax control 
Patent Pending - UK PA# 1 3 20436.7 



Rubber coated zoom 
ring and fast focus ocular 



30mm nitrogen purged mono-tube - 
1 00% waterproof, fog proof and shock resistant 



Red Illuminated Reticle: AMX (Ballistic mil dot) 
Supplied with: 4" wheel, sunshade, lens caps and CR2032 battery 
3-12x50 - £249.95 | 4-16x50 - £269.95 | 6-24x50 - £289.95 | 8-32x50 - £309.95 



Threaded objective for sunshade 
and tactical flip-up covers (included) 



For those airgun shooters after a scope with 'just 
that bit more', I can tell you that the Airmax delivers, 
and then some." 

Airgun Shooter Magazine 



The Airmax SF can't fail to impress-for either 
hunting or HFT." 

Shooting Sports Magazine 



These scopes tick all the boxes and then some. 

Airgun World Magazine 




For more information, call us on 01 394 387762 or visit www.hawkeoptics.com 

Hawke Sport Optics, Avocet House, Wilford Bridge Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP1 2 1 RB 
Hawke and Airmax are registered trademarks of Deben Group Industries Ltd. 



SPORT OPTICS 



EDGAR 

BROTHERS 
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Galatian III - Carbine 



Hatsan's reputation in the pre-charged pneumatic air rifle market goes from strength to strength. Reliability at 
a great price point, has already made their new Galatian PCP, an instant hit. The Galatian features an aircraft 
grade aluminum receiver and precision rifled choked barrel for accuracy, presented in an instantly mountable 
ambidextrous, and ergonomically designed thumbhole stock, with checkered grip and forend for better control 
and overall feel. Elevation adjustable comb, which can be easily adjusted by a coin, with a smooth side lever 
action is complimented buy Hatsan's Quattro™ gold plated, 2-stage, fully adjustable match trigger. There's a 
reliable, built-in pressure gauge as standard on the air cylinder to monitor cylinder pressure, the rifle has a 
quick-fill nozzle and air cylinder discharging cap with rotating dust cover. The anti-double pellet feed 
mechanism prevents more than one pellet loading into the barrel, the Galatian also features manual safety, a 
cocking indicator, and patented anti-knock system to prevent gas wastage when rifle is knocked or bounced. 

Already threaded for an OPTIONAL Vz UNF sound moderator (moderator included on the carbine model), the 
Galatian comes with a detachable magazine 16-shot in .177, 14-shot in .22 and 13-shot in .25, adjustable 
rubber butt pad included and a smart hard case, sling, and a trigger lock. RRP from £540 





To request a BROCHURE or find your LOCAL STOCKIST 
Tel: 01625 613177 Email: ssd@edgarbrothers.com 





